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Preface 

The concept of women-led development has ceased to remain a distant 
dream; in fact, it has come to define the present and future course of 
India's progress. With this in view, the Centre for Narendra Modi Studies 
(CNMS) in collaboration with the National Council for Promotion of Urdu 
Language (NCPUL), Ministry of Education, Government of India, 
organized a two-day National Seminar titled “Women-Led 
Development: Channelizing New Horizons of Empowerment for a 
Developed India” on June 18 at India International Centre, New Delhi.

The book is a thorough-going documentation of the proceedings 
of all the four sessions of the seminar. It brings together detailed reports of the proceedings 
that best capture the essence of the speeches, discussions, and ideas of the eminent guests. 
From Parliamentarians to Panchayat leaders, from Vice Chancellors to Gram Pradhans, and 
from spiritual leaders to academic scholars, the seminar gathered voices across India to reflect 
upon the increasing role of women in the shaping of Viksit Bharat.

In the past eleven years under the stewardship of Shri Narendra Modi, women 
empowerment in India has taken the giant leap with landmark decisions and progressive 
policies. With a slew of flagship programs such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Ujjwala Yojana, 
Mudra Loans, Start-Up India, Digital India, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, and 33% reservation for 
women in the Parliament and assemblies, steps were taken to not just enable but embolden 
women to assert their competence in leadership roles across sectors. The seminar was held to 
take stock of progress, celebrate success stories, and chart the course ahead.

Each of these four sessions delved into a particular theme dealing with some dimensions 
of women-led development. Through detailed and methodically created session reports, the 
book aims to entrench the liveliness of the discussions, case studies, life stories, and thought-
provoking quotes that made this seminar a memorable one. Each report is crafted in simple, 
yet polite and non-institutional language-with access to a wide array of readers: 
academicians, researchers, students, policy woofers, as well as citizens.

This document marks CNMS's continuous efforts toward sharing knowledge, pursuing 
scholarly rigor, and contributing to the country's development. It is the Centre's conviction that 
innovation develops from the interaction of diverse perspectives and from the combination of 
intellectual work with concrete action. By compiling their narratives, we hope to create a 
resource that stimulates research, policy, and conversations around women's leadership for 
years to come. The seminar was aimed not only at celebrating our women but also at the 
collective mobilization urging action—to inclusivity, empowerment, and reverence for 
women's immeasurable contributions to our families, society, and our nation.

To all gathered dignitaries with participating institutions alongside government bodies 
who made this occasion a reality we offer this appreciation.  As such I encourage everyone 
reading to remember this book should be more than just capturing moments of the seminar but 
genuinely providing a message regarding developing fully rests upon women heading 
initiatives for true progress.

Prof Jasim Mohammad



















Detailed Report  of One-Day National Seminar

“Women-Led Development: Channelizing New Horizons of 
Empowerment for a Developed India”

 The Centre for Narendra Modi 

Studies (CNMS – NaMo Kendra), in 

association with the National Council for 

Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL), 

Ministry of Education, Government of 

India, successfully organized a grand 

National Seminar on “Women-Led 

Development: Channelizing New Horizons 

of Empowerment for a Developed India” at 

the Multipurpose Hall, India International 

Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The seminar, held on June 18, 2025, marked a decade and one year 

of historic progress in the field of women empowerment under the visionary leadership of 

Four Session Conclave ReportFour Session Conclave ReportFour Session Conclave Report



Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.The seminar featured four sessions, each 

dedicated to various aspects of women-led development, including governance, 

entrepreneurship, education, and societal leadership. Experts and scholars shared data, case 

studies, and real-life stories of change, painting a clear picture of India's progress in this field.

Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur; National Sports University, Imphal; and 

Cluster University of Srinagar, J&K, Arunachal University of Studies (AUS), served as 

knowledge partners.

The fourth and concluding session of  this one-day national seminar begins with a warm 

welcome to the distinguished guests. The fourth session was introduced as an important 

academic and ideological event focused on women-led development and empowerment for a 

developed India. 

The session then begins 

with a request for everyone to 

stand for the national anthem, 

followed by the recitation of 

the anthem honoring India's 

diverse regions. This was 

succeeded by a one-minute 

silence to pay tribute to the 

victims of the Pahalgam terror 

attack and the Air India plane 

crash. The program then 

transitions to commemorating 



a very special day—the birth anniversary of the esteemed Hiraben Modi, mother of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. Attendees were invited to offer respectful tributes and honor her 

values and strength on this occasion.

The event was followed with a floral tribute honoring the values and strength of the late 

Heeraben Modi on her birth anniversary. This was followed by a lamp lighting ceremony 

symbolizing new energy and hope for women-led development and empowerment in India. 

Dignitaries including Kangana Mam, Kiran Bedi Mam, and Rajmata Ambika were invited to 

join.

The session begins with a warm welcome by the host, highlighting the importance of the 

academic event. Dr. Shams Iqbal, Director of NCPUL, delivered the welcome address. The 

speaker highlights the significance of women-led development, referencing Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's emphasis during India's G20 presidency that development goals cannot be 

achieved without women's active participation. The session underscores the increasing 

involvement of women in education and skill development programs across urban and rural 



areas. The focus remains on women-led development and the challenges and new horizons for 

an empowered India. The session also marks the release of a souvenir titled 'Women Led 

Development for a Developed Nation,' with felicitations to dignitaries and academics from 

across the country. The atmosphere was celebratory with acknowledgments of the efforts of 

all involved. The program proceeds with expressions of gratitude to all contributors and 

keynote guests. 

Dr Dole Shivaji Shamrao Educationist and Chairman of Venkateshwara Co-operative 

Power and Agro Processing Ltd, delivers remarks celebrating the strength of women in nation-

building. He mentions significant initiatives such as the establishment of a 1000-bed hospital 

by mothers' cooperatives and the involvement of women in the Agniveer scheme launched by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, which encourages youth, including 50% women, to join 

defense services. Dr. Dole praises the progress made in women's development and expresses 

pride in contributing to this national cause despite personal challenges, emphasizing the 

collective efforts of veterans, farmers, and cooperative leaders across multiple states.



Following this Keynote Speaker Dr Kiran Bedi, IPS (Retd.) and Former Governor of 

Puducherry addresses the gathering on women empowerment. Dr. Kiran Bedi highlights that 

women, as citizens, mothers, professionals, and homemakers, are the biggest beneficiaries of 

societal development and should not be isolated. Dr. Kiran Bedi discusses the current 

challenges women still face despite progress and stresses the importance of including women 

in the vision of a developed India. Dr. Bedi elaborates on the challenges related to women's 

inheritance and societal progress, citing the Swachh Bharat (Clean India) movement as a 

significant example of development that has benefited women. She recalls how the lack of 

toilets contributed to higher rates of assault and school dropouts among girls and how the 

movement has created safer environments for women. She honors the person behind the 

movement and frames it as a visible transformation and reform in India's development journey 

rather than a political statement, leading into her presentation of specific action programs. 

The speaker emphasizes the importance of accelerating India's development through six key 



movements: Digital India, Skill India, Make in India, Startup India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and 

Good Governance. These initiatives are not just statements but movements aimed at making 

India a leading global economy within 25 years. Everyone is encouraged to contribute 

actively, especially volunteers and professionals already involved.

She mentioned that basic digital education should be introduced in all government 

schools to prepare children, especially girls, for a developed India. She highlighted some 

action points which include launching digital education in government schools and establishing 

local incubation centers in every district to foster entrepreneurship among women and 

children.  She stated that vocational training programs must focus on future skills like AI, 

electronics, and green jobs, ensuring at least 50% participation from women. Aligning skill 

programs with local industries and including compulsory entrepreneurship and financial 

literacy in schools are essential for empowering women and fostering economic 

independence. She also mentioned that

Make in India should focus on electronics, semiconductors, defense, and green 

technology, promoting innovation over mere assembly. The importance of startup India is 



highlighted, with calls for detailed action 

plans to integrate these initiatives into 

government departments and to promote 

women-led rural startups with financial 

support. She highlighted that Women-led 

rural startups are vital for self-reliance, 

supported by increased grants and schemes. 

Emphasis is placed on solar energy adoption 

and reducing dependence on oil to create a 

sustainable future. The transition to electric 

vehicles and green energy forms a critical 

part of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

She said that good governance 

involves every government employee 



creating a development plan to contribute towards national growth over five years. It requires 

transparency, eliminating corruption and discrimination, and ensuring field-oriented work 

where officials engage directly with communities to understand and address local issues. She 

urged officials from various departments to actively visit and assess their areas of 

responsibility to improve transparency and effectiveness. This field engagement approach 

will benefit everyone, especially those currently deprived of opportunities, and drive overall 

national development.

The speaker concludes by urging collaboration among citizens, government, private 

sector, and policymakers to support the outlined development initiatives. 

While addressing the gathering as the Chief Guest at the National Seminar on Women-

Led Development, Member of Parliament and actress Kangana Ranaut paid a heartfelt 



tribute to Maa Heeraben, the mother of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. She said, “Maa 

Heeraben was a symbol of simplicity, strength, and silent sacrifice. She lived a very humble life 

and took on the great responsibility of shaping her son's values. She cooked his meals, guided 

him with wisdom, and raised him with discipline and care.”

Referring to the values instilled by Maa Heeraben in the Prime Minister, Kangana 

shared her powerful words: “Jeevan jiyo shuddhi se, aur kaam karo buddhi se.” Explaining 

further, she said, “It means 'Live your life with purity and work with wisdom.' These words are a 

life lesson for the entire nation.”

Ms Kangana further added, “Her life reminds us that we are here to give to society, not 

just take from it. She raised a son who has dedicated his life to the service of the nation, and 

that is the true example of women-led development.”

The speaker highlights the revered status of Mata Hiraben Modi in Indian culture, 

emphasizing her divine and inspirational role as the mother of a great leader. She discusses 

how a mother's influence shapes her child's intellect and character, supported by scientific and 



cultural perspectives. Despite her simplicity and humility, Hiraben Modi's life and values offer 

profound lessons and inspiration.

The speaker shares personal insights and anecdotes about Hiraben Modi's character, 

including her encouragement to her son to focus on work and responsibility rather than 

distractions. This contrasts with modern parenting styles. Hiraben's selflessness and discipline 

are exemplified by her early mornings serving the community without expecting anything in 

return. Her life embodies the spirit of giving rather than taking, inspiring others to adopt 

similar values.

The speaker contrasts today's generation's focus on social validation with Hiraben 

Modi's selfless lifestyle. Despite facing challenges, including early motherhood, Hiraben 

dedicated herself to serving her family and society without expecting recognition. Her 

longevity, resilience, and high moral values serve as a powerful example. The speaker 

underscores the importance of living life with purity, wisdom, and purpose, reflecting 

Hiraben's guiding principles.

The speaker calls for documenting MAA Heeraben Modi's life story and struggles to 



inspire future generations. She emphasizes MAA Heeraben's humility, strong work ethic, and 

the values she instilled in her children, which influenced Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's 

leadership and India's progress, including women's empowerment and self-reliance initiatives. 

The speaker thanks key participants and acknowledges the cultural heritage and leadership 

examples represented by the honored guests.

The session concludes with expressions of gratitude for the successful and meaningful 

program commemorating Mata Hiraben Modi's legacy. The session ends with a brief closing 

remark, ensuring participants take the prasadam (offering) provided at the event.
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Detailed Report of One-Day National Seminar

"Women-Led Development: Channelizing New Horizons of Empowerment 
during the PM Narendra Modi Era for Viksit B harar

The Centre for Narendra Modi Studies (CNMS – NaMo Kendra), in association with the 
National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL), Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, successfully organized a grand National Seminar on “Women-Led 
Development: Channelizing New Horizons of Empowerment for a Developed India” at the 
Multipurpose Hall, India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The seminar, held on June 18, 
2025, marked a decade and one year of historic progress in the field of women 
empowerment under the visionary leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi.The seminar featured four sessions, each dedicated to various aspects of women-led 



development, including governance, 
entrepreneurship, education, and societal leadership. Experts and scholars shared data, case 
studies, and real-life stories of change, painting a clear picture of India's progress in this field.

Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur; National Sports University, Imphal; and 
Cluster University of Srinagar, J&K, Arunachal University of Studies (AUS), served as 
knowledge partners.

The second Session of the one-day National Seminar, hosted by the Centre for 
Narendra Modi Studies (CNMS) in collaboration with the National Council for Promotion of 
Urdu Language (NCPUL), unfolded with vibrant discussions around the theme: “Women-Led 
Development: Channelizing New Horizons of Empowerment during the PM Narendra Modi 
Era for Viksit Bharat.” Held in New Delhi on June 18, 2025, the session brought together 
eminent scholars, policy experts, administrators, and social leaders to reflect on how women 
have emerged as strong pillars in building a developed and self-reliant India during the Modi 
era.

P ro f.  Jagd i s h  
Mukh i ,  t he  fo rmer  
Governor of Assam, was 
the Chief Guest of the 
technical session. In his 
address, he hailed the 
historic step of 33% 
women's reservation in 
Parliament and state 
a s s e m b l i e s  a s  a  
landmark in India's 
democratic journey. He 
recalled that for almost 
three decades, various 



governments tried to introduce the women's reservation bill, but political unwillingness 
prevented its passage. However, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership, this vision 
has finally become a reality. According to Prof. Mukhi, this reform reflects not only the 
government's commitment but also its courage to act in favor of long-standing justice for 
women.

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi firmly stated that this kind of political will had been missing earlier, 
and the Modi government's resolve changed history. He used the phrase, “Modiji hai toh 
mumkin hai,” to underline the power of leadership in making what once seemed impossible 
now possible. The audience responded to his words with enthusiasm and appreciation, 
acknowledging the significance of this shift for India's democratic and gender-equitable 
future.

The session was chaired by Pujjaniyaa Aadaraniya Rajmata Ambica Ji Khirbhawani, a 
respected spiritual figure known for her inclusive vision. In her concluding remarks, she 
emphasized unity and collective purpose. She said that just like the sun, moon, earth, and sky 
are one and indivisible, so too should be humanity. Her words served as a gentle spiritual 
reminder that empowering women must go hand in hand with unity, harmony, and togetherness 
in society.

Rajmata Ambica Ji also offered warm praise for Prof. Jasim Mohammad, Chairman of 
CNMS, for his selfless dedication. She remarked that when Prof. Jasim Mohammad works, he 
does not consider the religious identity of the people he is serving. Whether Hindu or Muslim, 
he works for all with equal spirit. According to her, this spirit of service without discrimination 



truly represents the soul of India. Her heartfelt message received a standing ovation from the 
audience.

Prof. Alok Chakrawal, Vice Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur, 
and Principal Guest of the session, presented a strong argument on the importance of 
recognizing women's contribution. He said that the role of women is not in question—what is in 
question is whether society gives them the 
credit they deserve. His remarks brought 
attention to the long-standing issue of 
undervaluing women's contributions, both in 
public and private life. He emphasized that if 
women were not part of our society, there 
would be no development. He pointed out 
that women work shoulder-to-shoulder in 
every sector—at home, in the workplace, and 
in governance. According to him, once a 
woman commits to something, she stands 
strong and remains dedicated till the very 
end. His message was both emotional and factual, offering an urgent call for equal 
recognition.

Prof. Chakrawal also congratulated the CNMS and its Chairman, Prof. Jasim 
Mohammad, for organizing such a powerful event. He appreciated the clarity of thought and 
the inclusiveness of the session, stating that these discussions were crucial in shaping a truly 
empowered Bharat. He described the seminar as a space that gave voice to real issues and 



celebrated the silent warriors of our 
society—our women.

Another powerful voice during the 
session was Prof. Madan Mohan Goel, former 
Vice-Chancellor and Visiting Professor at 
IIAS, Shimla. He provided a conceptual and 
philosophical angle to the idea of a 

developed India. He explained that Viksit 
Bharat could only be realized if we embed 
values such as discipline, dedication, and 
devotion into all aspects of national 
life—from government policy to individual 

conduct. He elaborated that every person in 
society—be it a consumer, a producer, a 
s t u d e n t ,  a  p o l i c y m a k e r ,  o r  a  
businessperson—is a stakeholder in India's 
growth. According to him, when women bring 
these values to their roles, they inspire a 

cultural shift that uplifts the nation as a whole. 
His address brought academic depth to the 
conversation and reminded the audience that 
empowerment also demands responsibility 
and values.

Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General 

of the Association of Indian Universities and a 
Principal Guest, shared insights from both 
personal and professional experience. She 
described women as natural multitaskers and 
highlighted that this ability is a powerful 
strength. However, she added a thought-
provoking twist—saying that while society 
often praises women's strength, true 



empowerment lies in women recognizing their own inner strength.

She challenged the audience, especially women, to think differently. She said 
empowerment is not only about government schemes and policies, but also about mindset. 
“The day we recognize how powerful we already are, that will be the day we become truly 
empowered,” she said. Her speech inspired deep reflection among the listeners, especially 
the younger participants.

Ms. Mridula Tripathi, CEO of Uni Kaushal, Mumbai, brought in an emotional and 
personal dimension to the discussion. Speaking as the Guest of Honour, she touched upon the 
inner battles women fight every day. She urged women to first win the small battles at 
home—whether it's gaining respect, balancing responsibilities, or having their voices heard. 
According to her, once these inner battles are won, external challenges become easier to face.

She encouraged women to live with full awareness and confidence. “Own your 
decisions, be proud of them, and be proud of yourself,” she said. Her words were simple, but 
they carried deep wisdom. She inspired many women in the audience to reflect on their own 
journeys and recognize how far they had come, despite challenges.

Adding a public policy perspective, Prof. (Dr.) K. G. Suresh, Director of India Habitat 
Centre, emphasized how the Modi government's initiatives have been especially sensitive to 
the needs of women. He cited the Open Defecation Free (ODF) campaign as an example that 
went beyond sanitation—it gave dignity and safety to women and helped girls stay in school. 
He noted that many girls used to drop out of school due to lack of proper toilet facilities. But 
now, under the Modi government's mission, separate toilets for girls have been built in large 
numbers, and this has led to a noticeable decrease in dropout rates. This, he said, was a real 
and measurable impact on women's lives.



Prof. Suresh also pointed out examples of young women who rose to the occasion during 
times of crisis. He mentioned brave daughters like Sofia Qureshi and Vomika Singh, who stood 
at the frontlines when the nation faced conflict. Their courage, he said, is proof that Indian 
women are not only survivors but also warriors and leaders.

He further emphasized that policies designed during the Modi era are not 
symbolic—they have real results. From rural women getting access to LPG under Ujjwala 
Yojana, to female entrepreneurs receiving funds through the Mudra scheme, the government 
has acted to empower women economically and socially. These measures have not only 
improved lives but also reshaped narratives.

This Session served as a unique platform where ideas of spiritual unity, academic 
thought, emotional strength, and policy action came together in one conversation. What made 
the session particularly impactful was its ability to blend personal stories with institutional 
analysis and future vision. Each speaker built upon the other's message, forming a chain of 
ideas that together showed how women have become key architects of India's transformation 
journey. Whether it was policy support, social recognition, or self-belief, every element of 
empowerment was discussed in depth.

The session ended on a highly positive and uplifting note, with a sense of renewed 
commitment among the audience. Delegates and attendees left the venue with not just 
academic takeaways, but also emotional and social inspiration to carry the message of 
women-led development forward. This session of the CNMS National Seminar demonstrated 
that real change happens when leadership, public participation, and cultural values come 
together with a clear purpose. It was not just an intellectual exercise, but a movement of 
thought towards building an inclusive and empowered Bharat. By providing a platform to such 
diverse voices—from governors to spiritual leaders, from vice-chancellors to CEOs—the 
CNMS has shown how impactful a well-structured seminar can be in shaping public discourse. It 
provided a mirror to society, showing where we stand and where we need to go.
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Detailed Report of One-Day National Seminar

Power Within: Women Reimagining Governance for Global Impact 

“From Panchayats to Policy Tables- How Women in India are Recasting 
Governance as a Soft Power Tool"

The Centre for Narendra Modi Studies (CNMS – NaMo Kendra), in association with the 
National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL), Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, successfully organized a grand National Seminar on “Women-Led 
Development: Channelizing New Horizons of Empowerment for a Developed India” at the 
Multipurpose Hall, India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The seminar, held on June 18, 
2025, marked a decade and one year of historic progress in the field of women 
empowerment under the visionary leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi.The seminar featured four sessions, each dedicated to various aspects of women-led 
development, including governance, entrepreneurship, education, and societal leadership. 
Experts and scholars shared data, case studies, and real-life stories of change, painting a 
clear picture of India's progress in this field.

Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur; National Sports University, Imphal; and 
Cluster University of Srinagar, J&K, Arunachal University of Studies (AUS), served as 
knowledge partners.



The session III begins with a warm welcome to all guests. Dr. Kaynat Kazi distinguished 
fellow of Viksit Bharat Fellowship 2025 was the moderator of this session themed " Power 
Within: Women Reimagining Governance for Global lmpatt "From Panchayats to Policy 
Tables How Women in Indita are Recasting Governanre as a Soft Power Tool". The session was 
hosted by the Centre for Narendra Modi Studies, focuses on the power of motherhood and 
features distinguished speakers who embody this theme in their fields.  The session begins with 
the talk of Prof. Payal Kanwar Chandel from Central University of Haryana. She highlights the 
challenges of women-led development in Rajasthan and Haryana, two states with low sex 
ratios and conservative attitudes toward women working outside the home. Despite societal 
resistance, women in these regions continue to strive for progress, but significant improvements 
are still needed. The speaker emphasizes that women have always worked, whether paid or 
unpaid, and that the key difference today is the choice to engage in paid work. While women 
feel empowered, especially those in academia, their representation in leadership roles 
remains very low, indicating that empowerment is still limited. Although there is gender parity 
at lower academic levels, women's participation drastically decreases in higher leadership 
positions, often due to self-imposed limitations and family responsibilities. The speaker 
contrasts the ease of men's mobility with the complex logistics women face, highlighting 
internal and external barriers to advancement.

Women juggle multiple 
responsibilities and face ongoing 
struggles, yet continue to identify 
as empowered. The speaker 
encourages women to believe in 
their abilities and overcome self-
imposed barriers. She asserts that 
development is intrinsically driven 
by women's efforts, whether 
recognized or not. She notes that 
feeling empowered often means 
continuously striving for success, 
while balancing numerous roles 
and responsibilities.



 Following this, Professor Harpreet 
Kaur, Principal of Mata Sundari College of 
Women addresses the gathering. She 
congratulates Centre for Narendra Modi 
Studies for this event. She discusses the 
concept of 'power within' women, 
emphasizing that true empowerment 
comes from self-worth, confidence, and not 
relying on others' approval. Beyond 
technology, skills, and education, attitude 
and aptitude play crucial roles. 
Governance is being reimagined with 
women at the forefront across local, 
national, and global levels. Women are 
transforming governance as a soft power 
tool to prepare for and lead change. She 

highlights the significant progress in India since the 73rd Constitutional Amendment, which 
reserved seats for women in local governance. Despite initial skepticism about women's 
capabilities, education has empowered women to lead change at grassroots levels. 
Challenges like domestic violence and school dropout rates persist, but women are actively 
addressing these issues and driving a quiet revolution in rural and urban areas through 
leadership and engagement. She highlighted that women are leading important movements 
such as the Chipko movement and are increasingly utilizing e-governance to enhance 
transparency and inclusiveness at grassroots levels. Female leaders, including women 
sarpanches and MLAs, bring lived experiences to policymaking, advocating laws that support 
marginalized groups. The focus is on creating safe spaces, capacity building, and moving 
beyond reservations towards true empowerment. The importance of documenting women's 
stories and grassroots leadership is emphasized, as these women face complex challenges 
head-on. Policymakers are urged to go beyond mere reservation policies and focus on 



empowerment and capacity building. NGOs 
and CSR initiatives play a vital role by trusting 
local wisdom and community-based 
approaches. The strength of India lies in its 
communities, and empowering women within 
these communities is key to sustainable 
progress. Soft power, managed daily by 
women in their families and communities, is 
recognized as a critical force in societal 
progress. Women handle complex power 
dynamics with success and use soft power to 
advance India as a progressive nation. The 
speaker stresses that embracing this power 
and commitment in everyday life can help 
transform society for the better. The speaker 
concludes by encouraging a deeper 
understanding and commitment to women's 
empowerment as a societal goal. This mindset 

shift is vital to reconstructing social norms and fostering progress.
Following this, Ms. Vrindda Khanna, National Secretary, Sant Eshwer Foundation 

Business Women & Lawyer addressed the gathering. She introduces the talk by honoring two 
iconic Indian women—Hiraben Modi  and Maharani Lakshmibai—who symbolize inspiration 
in distinct fields. She reflects on India's rich history of powerful women warriors and 
caretakers, emphasizing that current empowerment efforts are a return to India's original 
cultural roots where women held significant roles and respect. She highlights India's historical 
legacy of female leadership, including the first all-women army led by Mata Tripura Sundari 



and the contributions of women in the 
Rigveda and freedom struggle. Women like Rani Abbakka, Rani Durgavati, and Rani 
Lakshmibai exemplify this heritage. The speaker stresses that women's empowerment in India 
is a revival of traditional strength and leadership, not a new concept. The speaker emphasizes 
that Indian culture has always revered women as leaders and goddesses, contrasting this with 
periods of foreign influence that suppressed women's visibility. She asserts that Indian women 
have never been meant to be confined or hidden. Contemporary Indian women are now 
excelling across various roles—from local governance to academia to parliament—bringing 
soft power into leadership through care, respect, and community focus. She stated that women 
leaders are portrayed as thoughtful, inclusive, and effective because they consider the 
welfare of their families and communities beyond themselves. Their soft power lies in their 
ability to lead without aggression, using calm and persuasive communication that resonates 
widely. This approach is why women's representation is increasing in all spheres of society. The 
talk closes by affirming that 
Indian women are made not to 
follow rules but to create 
policies, embodying leadership 
and empowerment.

Following this Smt. 
Kalpana Singh, Gram Pradhan 
Sikandarpur,  Aligarh shares 
grassroots leadership story. 
Kalpana Singh, the youngest 
female village head from 
Sikandarpur in Aligarh, Uttar 
Pradesh, shares her grassroots 
struggles and success story. She 
highlights her achievements, 
including planting 100,000 
trees, establishing a center for 
women, providing free WiFi, 
CCTV cameras, and a stadium 
for children. Her efforts earned 
her recognition from the Chief 



Minister. The moderator appreciates Kalpana Singh's humility and introduces her contributions 
during challenging times, such as donating 5 lakh rupee to the Indian Army during Operation 
Sindoor.

Following this chief guest of the session, Prof. Usha S Nair Vice-Chancellor National 
Sports University Imphal, Manipur speaks on the occasion on women in Manipur and sports. 
Prof. Usha S Nair highlights the significant role of women in Manipur. The speaker discusses the 
prominence of the National Sports University in Manipur and its global recognition, noting her 
own membership in an international society for physical education sport. She praises Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's focus on sports, particularly highlighting the achievements of Indian 
women athletes who have won Olympic medals. She stresses the emotional connection and 
national pride associated with sports and acknowledges the government's role in promoting 
youth and sports development.

Addressing the underrepresentation of girls in sports despite many opportunities, the 
speaker calls for actionable resolutions beyond mere discussions to support and empower 
young women. She shares her personal experience of gaining opportunities in Manipur that 
she had never imagined in Kerala. The speaker encourages providing resources and support 
to aspiring athletes in exchange for their commitment to achieve medals for the nation. The 
speaker describes Manipur as a powerhouse of sports despite challenges, highlighting the 
dedication of women and children who train rigorously from early morning to late night. She 
notes the strong community spirit and happiness among the people, emphasizing the 
importance of financial stability for empowerment and the resilience of women who multitask 
and manage various struggles. The speaker reflects on the unique social cohesion and mutual 
respect found in Manipur's sports community, where people from all backgrounds unite as one. 



She stresses the importance of life 
lessons learned through sports 
and advocates for creating 
career opportunities for girls in 
physical education, spor ts 
sciences, and related fields.  The 
speaker shares the sacrifices 
made by families of sportspeople 
in Manipur, illustrating their 
dedication and support despite 
limited resources. She recounts 
stories of community support for 
athletes and celebrates how 
successful female athletes have 

changed societal attitudes, inspiring more girls to pursue sports professionally. The speaker 
credits the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for fostering hope and opportunities 
for Indian athletes, including Paralympians like Sheetal Devi. She encourages girls to dream 
big and pursue their goals, drawing inspiration from figures like Kalpana Chawla. The 
speaker notes the international collaboration in her educational work and emphasizes the 
power of overcoming fear and communication barriers.

Following this , Dr. Aadesh Agarwal,  salutes Prof. Jasim Mohammad,  Chairman of 
CNMS for holding day long national seminar on  celebrating 11 years of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's tenure. He emphasizes the critical role of teachers across India in 
implementing government policies and programs aimed at national development.

 Following this, the chair of the session Dr Ashwani Lochan, founder of Arunachal 
University of Studies addresses the gathering. The speaker begins by honoring scholars, 
children, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi for introducing a new philosophy. He reflects on 
India's historical GDP contributions, noting a decline from one-third during Mughal times to just 
2% at independence, now heading towards 5%. He discusses societal divisions based on 
caste, religion, region, and gender, which distracted attention from development. Despite 
spiritual leadership and high literacy, internal divisions hindered progress. He notes that 
women often demonstrate greater dedication than men in their work. The speaker shares his 
experience engaging with the North East region of India, addressing common misconceptions 
about states like Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, and Nagaland. He stresses the need for better 
general knowledge about these states and recounts discrimination faced by North East 
children in Delhi. He praises Prime Minister Narendra Modi's impactful work in addressing 
regional issues, including unrest in Manipur tied to caste, religion, gender, and language. The 
speaker highlights Manipur's high literacy rate above 90% and contrasts it with Arunachal 
Pradesh, where literacy is below 60% and many students drop out before completing 
education. Starting in 2012, efforts focused on the most deprived areas, designated as 
'aspirational districts' by the government in 2017. Major challenges included unemployment, 
drug abuse among youth, and resistance to education due to cultural preservation concerns. 
The speaker explains that some education institutions impose cultural assimilation, which 
hampers local acceptance. 

The speaker emphasizes the importance of implementation over discussion and notes 
the critical role of women in economic growth and leadership. He highlights prominent women 
leaders like President Droupadi Murmu and female finance controllers as examples of 



progress. He predicts that women's increased participation will spur competition and national 
advancement. Highlighting gender equality, he mentions the presence of women in local 
governance and academia and stresses the need to overcome discrimination related to 
religion, region, gender, and language. The focus should be on constructive thinking and unity 
to build a better nation. The speaker calls for all citizens, regardless of gender or background, 
to reject discrimination and work together for the country's progress with constructive thinking. 
He concludes with a patriotic message invoking India's unity and strength. 

Following this Prof. Harendra Singh addresses the gathering . The speaker begins by 
honoring the occasion of Ma Hiraben's birthday and emphasizes the irreplaceable 
importance of motherland and mother tongue.  He focuses on the crucial role of women in 
development and policymaking, highlighting that women are the backbone of society. The 
speaker stresses that no work or policy can succeed without women's involvement, drawing a 
parallel between the importance of mothers and the foundation of life and progress. 
Referencing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recognition of women's contributions, the 
speaker acknowledges various initiatives and schemes that actively involve women. He notes 
women's significant roles in sectors like agriculture and education, emphasizing that education 
begins with the mother, who symbolizes maternal power essential to national development. 
The speaker reiterates that without women's foundational role in education and society, 
national progress is impossible. He appreciates the efforts of Professor Jasim Mohammad for 
highlighting government initiatives and societal changes, and acknowledges the Modi 
administration's work over the past 11 years. He extended gratitude is expressed towards 
Professor Jasim Mohammad for organizing the event and promoting respect for maternal 
power. 

At the end of this session, Prof. Jasim Mohammad,  Chairman CNMS presented vote of 
thanks. He thanked all the speakers , guests present in this grand national seminar. He 
emphasizes the importance of various developmental works happening in the country, such as 
women's upliftment and agricultural progress, and acknowledge the Prime Minister's concern 
for every citizen. 

Prof. Jasim Mohammad expressed gratitude to the moderators and colleagues who 
helped organize the program, sharing anecdotes about their punctuality and involvement. He 
especially thanked to various individuals and organizers who contributed to the event's smooth 
running. He also appreciates the efforts of employees from the National Council for Promotion 
of Urdu Language and expresses heartfelt gratitude to all present. 
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