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Independence Day, our national holy 

festival, holds a special place in the hearts of all 

Indians. It is a day when Bharat remembers its 

long and difficult journey to freedom. Every year, 

on this day, the Prime Minister addresses the 

nation from the historic Red Fort, sharing the 

government’s vision, achievements, and plans 

for the future. When Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, he brought with him a wave 

of hope and a promise of transformation. His rise marked a new 

chapter in Bharat's journey, characterized by decisive leadership, a 

clear vision, and an unwavering commitment to the nation's 

progress. Modi, with his humble origins and strong connection to 

the grassroots, resonated with the aspirations of millions of 

Bharatiyas who sought change and development. 

Since 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has delivered 

eleven independence speeches that have inspired millions across 

the globe. This book, "Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi From 

Red Fort,"  is a collection of all 

t h e  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  

speeches delivered by Prime 

Minister Modi from 68th 

Independence day to 78th 

Independence day (2014 -

2024). These speeches provide 

a valuable insight into Bharat's 

journey under his leadership. 

They highlight the challenges 

we have faced and the 
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milestones we have achieved. Through these speeches, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi consistently emphasizes the importance of 

unity, development, and self-reliance. He calls upon every 

Bharatiya to play a role in the nation-building process. The speeches 

also showcase his vision for a self-reliant Bharat, one that is capable 

of standing on its own feet while also contributing to the world. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks about the need for progress 

in various fields, including technology, infrastructure, and 

education. He stresses the importance of a clean and green Bharat, 

urging citizens to take part in initiatives like Swachh Bharat.

Through these addresses, Prime Minister Modi has touched 

upon the issues that matter most to the people of Bharat—be it the 

welfare of farmers, the empowerment of women, or the 

development of our youth. He inspires hope and encourages all to 

dream big. His words reflect a deep love for Bharat and a 

commitment to ensuring its future is bright and prosperous. 

This book is a wonderful collection of all the Independence 

Day speeches given by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  This book 

brings together these important speeches, giving readers a chance to 
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understand Modi's vision for India. One of the key themes in Modi's 

speeches is the development of Bharat. This book shows his focus on 

building a strong nation with better infrastructure, education, and 

healthcare. Prime Minister Narendra Modi talks about initiatives 

like Digital India, Make in India, and Swachh Bharat, which aim to 

make life better for all citizens. He believes that the youth are the 

future of the nation, and this is a recurring message in his speeches. 

The book highlights his efforts to encourage young people to dream 

big and work hard. He speaks about the importance of education, 

skill development, and entrepreneurship, showing his dedication to 

providing opportunities for the younger generation. Another 

important aspect of Modi's speeches is his support for farmers and 

workers, who he calls the backbone of the nation. This book shows 

how he addresses their needs and promises to improve their lives. 

He talks about various schemes aimed at boosting agriculture, 

providing better facilities, and ensuring fair prices for crops.  As you 

read through these pages, let yourself be immersed in the rhythm of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's words, which reflect his deep 

belief in the power of a united people and the strength of a nation 

that has experienced both highs and lows. In Modi, you find a leader 

who connects deeply with what it means to be part of this land. This 

collection aims to inspire readers and remind them of the values and 

principles that have guided India during these years of significant 

change under his leadership. The book concludes with Modi’s 

speech on the 78th Independence Day, where he shares his vision for 

a strong and united India.  He emphasizes the importance of 

everyone working together, stating, "If all 140 crore people of my 

country take steps forward together, no matter the challenges, we 

can overcome anything and build a successful Bharat.

“Vande Mataram !

Kangana Ranaut

Member of Parliament

Loksabha- Mandi
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AFTERWORD

From the very beginning, when Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi took office in 2014, he 

brought with him a wave of optimism and a 

promise of change. His speeches from the 

ramparts of Red Fort have been  a blueprint for 

progress, and a source of inspiration for millions 

of Bharatiyas. Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s words have consistently focused on the 

themes of unity, development, and self-reliance. He has urged us to 

come together as one people, to work towards common goals, and to 

contribute to the growth of our country. In his early speeches, Modiji 

spoke about the need for a new vision for Bharat. One of the 

recurring messages in Modi’s speeches is the importance of 

empowering the youth. He believes that the younger generation 

holds the key to our nation’s future. His entire Independence day 

speeches often encourage young people to dream big, pursue 

education, and become leaders in their own right.

Another key focus 

of Modi’s speeches has 

been on supporting 

farmers and workers. He 

h a s   c o n s i s t e n t l y  

acknowledged their vital 

role in our economy and 

has discussed various 

measures to improve 

their conditions. This 

includes better facilities, 

fair prices for crops, and 

support for agricultural 
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development. Through these speeches, we have seen how PM Modi 

addresses both the challenges and achievements of our nation. He 

speaks about the progress we have made and the obstacles we still 

face. The book also highlights Modi’s vision for a self-reliant Bharat. 

He believes in the power of our nation to stand strong and 

independent, while also contributing positively to the world. His 

speeches have urged us to take pride in our achievements and to 

work towards a sustainable and prosperous future. As you read 

through the speeches in this book, you can sense the passion and 

dedication Modi has for his country. His commitment to build a 

strong and united Bharat is evident in every address. 

The speeches also touch upon various aspects of national 

development, such as advancements in technology, infrastructure, 

and education. PM Modi has consistently emphasized the need for 

progress in these areas to ensure a better quality of life for all 

citizens. Throughout his tenure, Modi has used these speeches to 

rally the nation around common goals. He has encouraged us to 

work together, to overcome challenges, and to build a future that we 

can all be proud of. His vision for Bharat is one of growth, unity, and 

self-reliance. It is clear that Modi’s speeches have played a 

significant role in shaping our nation’s direction. They have 

provided us with a roadmap for progress and have inspired us to 

contribute to the development of Bharat. In his final speech in this 

book, delivered on the 78th Independence Day, Modiji once again 

reiterates his vision for a united and strong India. He emphasizes the 

power of collective action and the importance of every citizen’s role 

in building a successful Bharat.

In addition to the themes of development, unity, and self-

reliance, these independence day speeches have been a call to action 

for social reforms. One of the pivotal areas of focus has been 

women’s empowerment.  Modiji has consistently highlighted the 

need for gender equality and the upliftment of women in every 

sector of society. Whether it is through initiatives like 'Beti Bachao, 

Beti Padhao' or through economic programs aimed at increasing 

women’s participation in the workforce, his vision has always been 



clear - a strong Bharat can 

only be built when every 

woman is empowered to 

achieve her potential. This 

emphasis on women’s 

empowerment has helped 

bring about a cultural shift, 

with more women stepping 

into leadership roles and 

contributing significantly 

to the country's progress. 

Through his speeches, 

he has articulated a vision 

of Bharat as a global leader 

a n d  f o r g i n g  s t r o n g  

international ties while 

upholding our national 

interests. The ‘Make in India’ and ‘Digital India’ initiatives, 

regularly highlighted in his addresses, are part of his larger strategy 

to position Bharat as a hub of innovation, technology, and 

manufacturing on the world stage. Another recurring theme in 

Modi’s speeches is environmental sustainability. He has often 

spoken about the importance of conserving nature and promoting 

renewable energy as integral parts of Bharat’s development journey. 

What makes these speeches particularly impactful is Modi’s ability 

to connect with the common man. He speaks in a language that is 

accessible and relatable, often drawing on examples from everyday 

life to illustrate complex national issues.

 This book, compiled by renowned actress, filmmaker, and 

Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha, Ms. Kangana Ranaut, is 

a valuable resource for understanding the evolution of Bharat under 

Modi’s leadership. It captures the essence of his vision and the 

progress we have made as a nation. It is a reminder of the values and 

principles that have guided us and will continue to do so in the 

future. Ms Kangana Ranaut  worked hard to bring these speeches 

xi



together into one clear book. Her effort shows how much she values 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision and the progress of our 

country. This collection of speeches also serves as a historical record 

of Narendra Modi’s tenure and  provides readers with a deep 

insight into his governance philosophy and his tireless efforts to 

make Bharat a global powerhouse. Through his words, we can trace 

the transformation of the nation and the path it continues to tread 

under his leadership. This book highlights what Modi aims for and 

also helps us understand how Bharat has changed and grown. It is a 

great resource for seeing how our country has evolved and the ideas 

guiding its future.

Prof Jasim Mohammad 

Chairman and Managing Trustee 

Centre for Narendra Modi Studies (CNMS)

Email : profjasimmd@gmail.com
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th68  Independence Day - 2014

‘An Opportunity to Build National Character’ 

- Narendra Modi
 

            My dear countrymen,

            Today, all Indians in the country and also abroad are celebrating the 

festival of independence. On this day of sacred festival of independence, 

the prime servant of India extends greetings to all dear countrymen.

            I am present amidst you not as the Prime Minister, but as the Prime 

Servant. The freedom struggle was fought for so many years, so many 

generations laid down their lives, innumerable people sacrificed their lives 

and youth, spent their entire lives behind bars. Today, I pay my respect, 

greetings and homage to all those who laid their lives for the country's 

independence.

            I also pay my respects to the crores of citizens of this country on the 

pious occasion of India's independence, and recall all those martyrs who 

had laid down their lives in India's struggle for freedom. The day of 

independence is a festival when we take a solemn pledge of working for the 

welfare of mother India, and also for the welfare of the poor, oppressed, 

dalits, the exploited & the backward people of our country.

            My dear countrymen, a national festival is an occasion to refine and 

rebuild the national character. This National festival inspires us to resolve 



ourselves to lead a life where 

our character gets refined 

further, to dedicate ourselves to 

the nation and our every activity 

is linked to the interest of the 

nation and only then this festival 

of freedom can be a festival of 

inspiration to take India to 

newer heights.

My dear countrymen, 

this nation has neither been built 

by political leaders nor by rulers 

nor by governments. This nation 

has been built by our farmers, 

our workers, our mothers and sisters, our youth. The country has reached 

here today because of generation to generation rigours undertaken by our 

sages, our saints, our maestros, our teachers, our scientists and social 

workers. These great people and these great generations, who had worked 

for the country throughout their lives, deserve our deepest respect. This is 

the beauty of India's Constitution, this is its capability which has made it 

possible that today a boy from small town, a poor family has got the 

opportunity to pay homage to the tri-colour of India at the ramparts of Lal 

Quila (Red Fort). This is the strength of India's democracy. This is an 

invaluable legacy which we have inherited from our architects of the 

constitution. I pay my respects to those architects of the constitution of 

India today.

Brothers and sisters, today if we have reached here after 

independence, it is because of the contribution of all the Prime Ministers, all 

the governments and even the governments of all the States. I want to 

express my feelings of respect and gratitude to all those previous 

governments and ex-Prime Ministers who have endeavoured to take our 

present day India to such heights and who have added to the country's 

glory.

            This country has been built on such foundation of ancient cultural 

heritage, where we were told of only one mantra during Vedic period, which 

is indicative of our work culture, which we have learnt, we have 

memorized – “Sangachchhdhvam Samvadadhvam sam wo manansi jaanataam.” 
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We walk together, we move together, we think together, we resolve 

together and together we take this country forward. Having imbibed this 

basic mantra, 125 crores of countrymen have taken the nation forward. 

Yesterday only the first Parliamentary Session of the new Government had 

concluded. Today, I can proudly say that the Session of Parliament reflects 

our thinking and it is a reflection of our intentions. We are not for moving 

forward on the basis of majority, we are not interested to move forward by 

virtue of majority. We want to move ahead on the basis of strong consensus. 

"Sangachhadhwam" and, therefore, the nation has witnessed the entire 

Session of Parliament. Having taken all the Parties and Opposition along 

while working shoulder to shoulder, we achieved an unprecedented 

success and the credit for this does not go to the Prime Minister alone, the 

credit does not go to the people sitting in the Government, the credit for this 

goes to the Opposition also, the credit goes to all the leaders of Opposition 

too and also all the Members from Opposition. From the ramparts of Red 

Fort, quite proudly I salute all the Members of Parliament, I also salute all 

the Political Parties and by virtue of their strong support, we could take 

some important decisions intended to take the nation forward and 

yesterday the Session of Parliament had concluded.

Brothers and sisters, I am an outsider for Delhi, I am not a native of 

Delhi. I have no idea about the administration and working of this place. I 

have been quite isolated from the elite class of this place but during the last 

two months while being an outsider, I had an insider view and I was 

astonished. It is not a political platform, rather it is a platform of a national 

policy and, therefore, my views should not be evaluated from a political 

perspective. I have already said, I salute all the ex-Prime Ministers and 

earlier governments who have brought the country thus far. But I am going 

to say something else and it may not be seen from political point of view. 
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When I came to 

Delhi and noticed an 

insider view, I felt 

what it was and I 

was surprised to see 

it. It seemed as if 

dozens of separate 

governments are 

running at the same time in one main government. It appeared that 

everyone has its own fiefdom. I could observe disunity and conflict among 

them. One department is taking on the other department and taking on to 

the extent that two departments of the same government are fighting 

against each other by approaching Supreme Court.This disunity, this 

conflict among people of the same country! How come we can take the 

country forward? And that is why I have started making efforts for razing 

those walls; I have started making efforts at making the Government,  not 

an assembled entity, but an organic unity, an organic entity, a harmonious 

whole- with one aim, one mind, one direction, one energy. Let's resolve to 

steer the country to one destination. We have it in us to move in that 

direction. A few days back...Nowadays newspapers are full of news that 

Modiji's Government has come, officers are reaching office on time, offices 

open in time, and people get there in time. I observed that India's National 

newspapers, TV media were carrying these news items prominently. As 

the Head of the Government I could have derived pleasure in the fact that 

everything started going on time, cleanliness got the attention, but I was 

not taking pleasure, I was feeling pained. That thing, I want to tell today in 

public. And why, because if government officers arrive office in time, does 

that make a news? And if that makes news, it shows how low we have 

fallen. It becomes a proof of that, and that's how, brothers and sisters, the 

governments have run? Today  in the face of global competition,  when we 

have to realize the dreams of millions of Indians,  the country cannot run on 

the lines of " it happens", " it goes". In order to fulfil the aspirations of 

masses, we have to sharpen the tool called the Government machinery, we 

have to make it keen, more dynamic, and it is in this direction that we are

working. My countrymen, it's not long since I have come from outside 

Delhi, but I give you an assurance that the people in the Government are 

very capable - from the peon to the Cabinet Secretary, everybody is capable, 

everybody has a power, they have experience. I want to awaken that 
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power, I want to unite that power and want to accelerate the pace of the 

welfare of nation through that power and I shall definitely do it. I want to 

assure the countrymen that we will achieve that, we will definitely do that. I 
thcould not say this on 16  May, but today after my experience of two-two 

thand half months, keeping the tricolor as witness, I am saying on 15  of 

August that it is possible, it will be achieved.

            Brothers and sisters, time has come to give a serious thought to the 

fact that whether we have a duty to create India of the dreams of those great 

people who gave us freedom, whether we have a national character? 

Brothers and sisters, can someone please tell me as to whether he or 

she has ever introspected in the evening after a full day's work as to 

whether his or her acts have helped the poor of the country or not, whether 

his or her actions have resulted in safeguarding the interest of the country 

or not, whether the actions have been directed in country's welfare or not? 

Whether it should not be the motto of one and a quarter billion countrymen 

that every step in life should be in the country's interests? Unfortunately, 

we have an environment today wherein if you approach anyone with some 

work, he begins by saying "what does it mean for me?" He begins by saying 

"what does it involve for me?" and when he come to know that it does not 

entail any benefit for him, immediately he says "why should I bother?" we 

have to rise above the feelings of "what does it mean for me" and "why 

should I bother". Everything is not for self interest only. There are certain 

things which are meant for the country and we have to refine this national 

character. We have to rise above the feelings of "why should I bother" and 

"what does it mean for me" and instead we have to think that "I am for 

nation's interest and in this field, I am going to lead". We have to inculcate 

this sentiment.

            Brothers and sisters, when we hear about the incidents of rape, we 

hang our heads in shame. People come out with different arguments, 

someone indulges in psycho analysis, but brothers and sisters, today from 

this platform, I want to ask those parents, I want to ask every parent that 

you have a daughter of 10 or 12 years age, you are always on the alert, every 

now and then you keep on asking where are you going, when would you 

come back, inform immediately after you reach. Parents ask their 

daughters hundreds of questions, but have any parents ever dared to ask 

their son as to where he is going, why he is going out, who his friends are. 
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After all, a rapist is also somebody's son. He also has parents. As parents, 

have we ever asked our son as to what he is doing and where he is going. If 

every parent decides to impose as many restrictions on the sons as have 

been imposed on our daughters, try to do this with your sons, try to ask 

such questions of them.

My dear brothers and sisters, the law will take its own course, strict 

action will be taken, but as a member of the society, as parents, we also have 

some responsibilities. If somebody tells me that those who have taken guns 

on their shoulders and kill innocent people are maoists, are terrorists, but 

they are also somebody's children. I would like to ask of such parents if they 

had ever asked their children as to why they were taking a wrong path. 

Every parent must take this responsibility, he must know that his 

misguided son is bent on killing innocent people. He is not able to serve 

himself nor his family nor the country. I want to say to those youngsters 

who have chosen the path of violence that whatever they are and wherever 

they are, it is all because of mother India only that they have got it. Whoever 

you are it is all because of your parents. I want to ask you to think how 

green, how beautiful and how beneficial this earth can become if you 

shoulder the plough instead of the gun which spills blood on this land. 

How long shall we have bloodshed on this land, how long shall we take the 

lives of the innocent people and what have we got after all this? The path of 

violence has not yielded anything to us.

            Brothers and sisters, I had gone to Nepal recently. There I said 

something publicly to draw the attention of the whole world. There was a 

time when the Emperor Ashoka who had chosen the path of wars, got 

converted to the path of Buddha at the sight of violence. There was a time in 

Nepal when their youngsters had opted for the path of violence but today I 

witness that the same youngsters are waiting for their constitution. The 

same people associated with them are framing the constitution. And I 

further said that if Nepal could present the best example of moving from 

the weapons to the books then it could provide inspiration to the 

youngsters in the world to abandon the path of violence.

            Brothers and sisters, If Nepal, land of Budha, can give message to the 

world then why can't India too do the same? So it's the call of the hour that 

we renounce the path of violence and take the path of brotherhood.

 Brothers and sisters, for one reason or the other, we have had 
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communal tensions for ages. This led to the division of the country. Even 

after Independence, we have had to face the poison of casteism and 

communalism. How long these evils will continue? Whom does it benefit? 

We have had enough of fights, many have been killed. Friends, look behind 

and you will find that nobody has benefited from it. Except casting a slur on 

Mother India, we have done nothing. Therefore, I appeal to all those people 

that whether it is the poison of casteism, communalism, regionalism, 

discrimination on social and economic basis, all these are obstacles in our 

way forward. Let's resolve for once in our hearts, let's put a moratorium on 

all such activities for ten years, we shall march ahead to a society which will 

be free from all such tensions. And you will see that how much strength we 

get from peace, unity, goodwill and brotherhood. Let's experiment it for 

once.

My dear countrymen, believe in my words, I do assure you. Shun 

all the sins committed so far, give up that way, follow the way of goodwill 

and brotherhood, and let's resolve to take the country forward. I believe we 

can do that.

With advancement of science, brothers and sisters, we have a  

rising feeling of modernity in our mind, but what do we do? Have we ever 

thought what the sex ratio in the country is like? 940 girls are born against 

per thousand boys. Who is causing this imbalance in the society? Certainly 

not God. I request the doctors not to kill the girl growing in the womb of a 

mother just to line their own pockets.  I advise mothers and sisters not to 

sacrifice daughters in the hope of son. Sometimes mother-father feel 

tempted to have son in the hope of supporting them in old age. I am a 

person who has worked in public life. I have come across families with five 

sons, each having bungalows, access to fleet of cars, but parents are forced 

to live in old-age homes, Vriddhashrams.  I have seen such families. I have 

also seen families with only daughter as progeny, that daughter sacrifices 

her dreams, doesn't get married, and spends entire life in taking care of old 

parents.  This disparity points to female foeticide and the polluted and 
sttainted mind the 21  century has. We will have to liberate from it, and that is 

message to us of this Freedom festival. 

Recently Commonwealth Games were organized. Indian 

sportspersons brought glory to the country. Nearly 64 of our sportspersons 

won. Our sportspersons brought 64 medals. But of them 29 are girls. Let's 
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feel proud and clap for them. Girls also contribute to India's fame and glory. 

Let's recognise it. Let's take them along, shoulder to shoulder. This way we 

can get over the evils that have crept in social life. Therefore, brothers and 

sisters, we have to proceed in that direction as a social and national 

character. Brothers and Sisters, Development is the only way forward for 

the country. Good governance is the only way. There are only these two 

tracks to take the country forward - good governance and development, we 

can move forward only by taking them with us. We wish to move forward 

with the intent of taking them with us. When I talk of good governance, you 

tell me, when I ask a person in private job, he tells that he does the job; when 

you ask the same from a person in government job, he says that I do the 

service. Both earn, but for one it is job while for the other it is service. I ask a 

question from all brothers and sisters in government service, whether the 

word “Service” has not lost its strength, its identity? Persons in government 

service are not doing “job”, they are doing “service”. We have to revive this 

feeling, we have to take this feeling forward as a national character, we 

have to move forward in this direction.

            Brothers and Sisters, whether the citizens of the country should take 

steps for the welfare of the nation or not? You imagine, if this 125 crores of 

countrymen move one step forward, then the country moves 125 crore 

steps forward. The meaning of democracy is not just limited to electing a 

government, but its meaning is that 125 crore of citizens work together 

joining shoulder with the government to fulfill hopes and aspirations of the 

country, this is the meaning of democracy. We have to create partnership 

with the people. We have to proceed under Public-Private Partnership. We 

have to proceed along with the participation of the people. But, please tell 

me why our farmers commit suicide? A farmer takes loan from the 

moneylender, but fails to repay his loans. He takes loan for the wedding of 

his daughter, but fails to repay. He will have to suffer hardships during his 

whole life. He chooses to commit suicide. Who will save the poor families of 

such farmers?

Brothers and sisters, I have come here with a pledge to launch a 

scheme on this festival of Freedom. It will be called 'Pradhanmantri Jan-

Dhan Yojana'. I wish to connect the poorest citizens of the country with the 

facility of bank accounts through this yojana. There are millions of families 

who have mobile phones but no bank accounts. We have to change this 

scenario. Economic resources of the country should be utilized for the well-
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being of the poor. The change will commence from this point. This yojana 

will open the window. Therefore, an account holder under 'Pradhanmantri 

Jan-Dhan Yojana' will be given a debit card. An insurance of One Lakh 

Rupees will be guaranteed with that debit card for each poor family, so that 

such families are covered with the insurance of One Lakh Rupees in case of 

any crisis in their lives.

  My brothers and sisters, it is a country of young people. The 65 

percent population of the country happens to be under the age of 35 years. 

Our country has the largest number of youths in the world. Have we ever 

thought of deriving an advantage out of it? Today, the world needs a skilled 

workforce. Today, India also needs a skilled workforce. At times, we look 

for a good driver but he is not available, we look for a plumber, but he is not 

available. If we need a good cook, he is not available. We have young 

people, they are unemployed but the kind of young people we seek for are 

not available. If we have to promote the development of our country then 

our mission has to be 'skill development' and 'skilled India'. Millions and 

Millions of Indian youth should go for acquisition of skills and there should 

be a network across the country for this and not the archaic systems. They 

should acquire the skills which could contribute towards making India a 

modern country. Whenever they go to any country in the world, their skills 

must be appreciated and we want to go for a two pronged development. I 

also want to create a pool of young people who are able to create jobs and 

the ones who are not capable of creating jobs and do not have the 

opportunities, they must be in a position to face their counterparts in any 

corner of the world while keeping their heads high by virtue of their hard 

work and their dexterity of hands and win the hearts of people around the 

world through their skills. We want to go for the capacity building of such 

young people. My brothers and sisters, having taken a resolve to enhance 

the skill development at a highly rapid pace, I want to accomplish this.

            Brothers and sisters, the world has undergone a change. My dear 

countrymen, the world has changed. Now India can not decide its future by 

remaining isolated and sitting alone in a corner. The economics of the 

world have changed and, therefore, we will have to act accordingly. 

Government have taken many decisions recently, made some 

announcements in the budget and I call upon the world and call upon the 

Indians spread world over that if we have to provide more and more 

employment to the youth, we will have to promote manufacturing sector. If 
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we have to develop a balance between imports and exports, we will have to 

strengthen manufacturing sector. If we have to put in use the education, the 

capability of the youth, we will have to go for manufacturing sector and for 

this Hindustan also will have to lend its full strength, but we also invite 

world powers. Therefore I want to appeal all the people world over, from 

the ramparts of the Red Fort, "Come, make in India", "Come, manufacture 

in India". Sell in any country of the world but manufacture here. We have 

got skill, talent, discipline, and determination to do something. We want to 

give the world an favourable opportunity that come here, "Come, Make in 

India" and we will say to the world, from electrical to electronics, "Come, 

Make in India", from automobiles to agro value addition "Come, Make in 

India", paper or plastic, "Come, Make in India", satellite or submarine 

"Come, Make in India". Our country is powerful. Come, I am giving you an 

invitation.

            Brothers and sisters, I want to call upon the youth of the country, 

particularly the small people engaged in the industrial sector. I want to call 

upon the youth working in the field of technical education in the country. 

As I say to the world "Come, Make in India", I say to the youth of the 

country - it should be our dream that this message reaches every corner of 

the world, "Made in India". This should be our dream. Whether, to serve the 

country, is it necessary for the youth of the country to be hanged like Bhagat 

Singh? Brothers and sisters, Lal Bahadur Shastri had given the slogan "Jai 

Jawan, Jai Kisan". A soldier sacrifices himself at the border and protects 

Mother India. Similarly, a farmer serves Mother India by filling the 

godowns with grains. This is also nation's service. Filling the granary is the 

biggest nation's service that a farmer provides. That is why Lal Bahadur 

Shashtri had given the slogan of "Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan".

Brothers and Sisters, I would like to pose a question to my 

youngsters as to why despite them, we are forced to import even the 

smallest of things? My country's youth can resolve it, they should conduct 

research, try to find out as to what type of items are imported by India and 

then each one should resolve that, through may be micro or small 

industries only, he would manufacture atleast one such item so that we 

need not import the same in future. We should even advance to a situation 

wherein we are able to export such items. If each one of our millions of 

youngsters resolves to manufacture atleast one such item, India can 

become a net exporter of goods. I, therefore, urge upon the youth, in 
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particular our small entrepreneurs that they would never compromise, 

atleast on two counts. First, zero defect and, second again zero effect. We 

should manufacture goods in such a way that they carry zero defect, that 

our exported goods are never returned to us. We should manufacture 

goods with zero effect that they should not have a negative impact on the 

environment. If we march ahead with the dream of zero defect in the 

manufacturing sector then, my brothers and sisters, I am confident that we 

would be able to achieve our goals.

            Brothers and sisters, the youth of India has completely transformed 

the identity of India in the world. Earlier, in what manner did the world 

know our country?  Till only 25-30 years back, if not more, there were many 

people in the world who thought that India was a country of snake 

charmers, it was a country which practiced in black magic. The real identity 

of India had not reached the world, but my dear brothers and sisters, our 

youngsters, 20-22-23 years old youngsters have mesmerized the whole 

world with their skills in computers. Our young I.T. professionals have 

given a new path of making a new identity of India. If our country has this 

strength, can we think something about the country? Our dream is, 

therefore, of "Digital India". When I talk of "Digital India", I don't speak of 

the elite, it is for the poor people. You can imagine what a quality education 

the children in villages will get, if all the villages of India are connected with 

Broadband Connectivity and if we are able to give long distance education 

to the schools in every remote corner of the villages. If we create a network 

of telemedicine in the places where there is a shortage of doctors, we can 

have a clear guideline of the way in which health facilities have to be 

provided to the poor people living in those areas. The citizens of India have 

mobile phones in their hands, they have mobile connectivity, but can we 

walk in the direction of mobile governance? We have to move in a direction 

where every poor person is able to operate his bank account from his 

mobile, is able to demand various things from the government, can submit 

applications, can conduct all his business, while on the move, through 

mobile governance and if this has to be done, we have to move towards 

'digital India' and if we have to move towards 'digital India' then we have a 

dream. Today we are importing electronic goods on a large scale. Friends, 

you will be surprised that we are bringing in these televisions, mobile 

phones, i-pads and all these electronic goods. It is a necessity to import 

petroleum products, oil, diesel and petrol. Second to this is the import of 
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our electronic goods. If we move ahead with the dream of 'digital India' to 

manufacture electronic goods and become self reliant at least there, how 

big can be the benefit for the treasury! Therefore, e-governance is what we 

need to take this idea of 'digital India' forward. E-governance is easy 

governance, effective governance and also economic governance. E-

governance paves the way for good governance. There was a time when we 

used to say that the railways provided connectivity to the country. That 

was it. I say that today it is IT that has the potential to connect each and 

every citizen of the country and that is why we want to realise the mantra of 

unity with the help of 'digital India'.

          Brothers and sisters, if we move ahead with all this then I believe that 

a 'digital India' will have the potential to stand with the world on equal 

footing. Our youth have that capability, it is an opportunity for them.

Brothers and sisters, we want to promote tourism. Tourism 

provides employment to the poorest of the poor. Gram seller earns 

something, auto-rickshaw driver earns something, pakoda seller earns 

something and tea seller also earns something. When there is talk of tea 

seller, I feel a sense of belongingness. Tourism provide employment to the 

poorest of the poor. But there is a big obstacle in promoting tourism and in 

our national character and that is - the filthiness all around us. Whether 

after independence, after so many years of independence, when we stand 
stat the threshold of one and half decade of 21  century, we still want to live in 

filthiness? The first work I started here after formation of Government is of 

cleanliness. People wondered whether it is a work of a Prime Minister? 

People may feel that it is a trivial work for a Prime Minister but for me this a 

big work. Cleanliness is very big work. Whether our country can not be 

clean? If one hundred and twenty five crore countrymen decide that they 

will never spread filthiness, which power in the world has ability to spread 

filthiness in our cities and villages? Can't we resolve this much?

thBrothers and sisters it will be 150  birth anniversary of Mahatma 
thGandhi in 2019. How do we celebrate 150  birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi? Mahatma Gandhi, who gave us freedom, who brought so much 

honour to such a big country in the world, what do we give to Mahatma 

Gandhi? Brothers and Sisters, Mahatma Gandhi had cleanliness and 

sanitation closest to his heart. Whether we resolve not to leave a speck of 

dirt in our village, city, street, area, school, temple, hospital, and what have 
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thyou,  by 2019 when we celebrate 150  anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi? 

This happens not just with the Government, but with public participation. 

That's why we have to do it together.

st            Brother and Sisters, we are living in 21  century. Has it ever pained 

us that our mothers and sisters have to defecate in open? Whether dignity 

of women is not our collective responsibility? The poor womenfolk of the 

village wait for the night; until darkness descends, they can't go out to 

defecate. What bodily torture they must be feeling, how many diseases that 

act might engender. Can't we just make arrangements for toilets for the 

dignity of our mothers and sisters? Brothers and Sisters, somebody might 
thfeel that a big festival like 15  August is an occasion to talk big. Brothers and 

Sisters, talking big has its importance, making announcements too has 

importance, but sometimes announcements raise hopes and when the 

hopes are not fulfilled, the society sinks into a state of despondency. That's 

why are in favour of telling those things, which we can fulfil just within our 

sight. Brothers and sisters, you must be getting shocked to hear the Prime 

Minister speaking of cleanliness and the need to build toilets from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort. Brothers and sisters, I do not know how my 

speech is going to be criticised and how will people take it. But this is my 

heartfelt conviction. I come from a poor family, I have seen poverty. The 

poor need respect and it begins with cleanliness. I, therefore, have to launch 

a 'clean India' campaign from 2nd October this year and carry it forward in 

4 years. I want to make a beginning today itself and that is - all schools in the 

country should have toilets with separate toilets for girls. Only then our 

daughters will not be compelled to leave schools midway. Our 

parliamentarians utilizing MPLAD fund are there. I appeal to them to 

spend it for constructing toilets in schools for a year. The government 

should utilise its budget on providing toilets. I call upon the corporate 

sector also to give priority to the provision of toilets in schools with your 

expenditure under Corporate Social Responsibility. This target should be 

finished within one year with the help of state governments and on the next 
th15  August, we should be in a firm position to announce that there is no 

school in India without separate toilets for boys and girls.

Brothers and sisters, if we proceed with the dreams, we are in a 

position to realise them. Today, I wish to tell one more specific thing. It has 

its own importance to discuss the matters and express the views of nation's 

interest. However, our Members of Parliament do not get opportunity 
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though they are willing to do something. They can express themselves, 

write to the government, agitate, give memoranda. Still they do not get 

opportunity to do something on their own. Today I have come to you with a 

new idea. We are running so many schemes in the name of the Prime 

Minister in our country, there are numerous schemes in the name of 

various leaders. However, today I am going to announce a scheme on 

behalf of the Member of Parliament- 'Sansad Aadarsh Gram Yojana'. We shall 

fix some parameters. I urge upon the Members of Parliament to select any 

one of the villages having population of three to five thousand in your 

constituency. The parameters will be according to the time, space and 

situation of that locality. It will include the conditions of health, cleanliness, 

atmosphere, greenery, cordiality etc. On the basis of those parameters, each 

of our MPs should make one village of his or her constituency a Model 

Village by 2016. Can't we do at least this? Shouldn't we do this? If we have to 

build a nation, we should start from the village. Make a Model Village. The 

reason of fixing this target for 2016 is that it is a new scheme. It takes time to 

formulate a scheme and then to implement it. After 2016, select two more 

villages for this purpose, before we go for the General Elections in 2019. 

And after 2019, each Member of Parliament, during his/her tenure of 5 

years must establish at-least five model villages in his/her area. I also call 

upon the Members of Parliament from urban areas to adopt one village of 

their choice. I also urge upon the Members of Parliament from Rajya Sabha 

to adopt one of the villages. If we provide one model village in each district 

of India then the surrounding villages shall be automatically inspired to 

follow that model. Let us establish a model village, let us establish a village 

well equipped with all systems and facilities. The birth anniversary of Jai 
th thPrakash Narayan Ji happens to be on 11  October. On 11  October, the 

occasion of birth anniversary of Jai Prakash Narayan Ji, I will present a 

complete blueprint of "Sānsad Adharsh Grām Yojana" (Members of 

Parliament Model Village Scheme) before all Members of Parliament and 

State Governments, and I urge upon State Governments also that as per the 

feasibility in their respective states, all the Members of Legislative 

Assembly resolve to establish a model village. You can imagine all the 

Members of Legislative Assembly and all the Members of Parliament in the 

country establishing a model village. All of a sudden, there would be a 

model village in each block of India which could inspire us to transform the 

amenities in rural areas and could give us a new direction and, therefore, 

we want to move ahead under this "Sānsad Adarsh Grām Yojana".
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            My dear brothers and sisters, ever since our government has taken 

charge, there has been a discussion in the newspapers, on T.V. channels as 

to what would happen to Planning Commission. I believe that when 

Planning Commission was constituted, it was done on the basis of the 

circumstances and the needs of those times. In recent years, Planning 

Commission has contributed to the growth of the country in its own way. I 

respect that, I am proud of that, but the prevalent situation in the country is 

different, global scenario has also changed, governments are no longer the 

centre of economic activities, the scope of such activities has broadened. 

State governments have been at the center of development and I consider 

this a good indication. If we have to take India forward, it can happen only 

by taking the states forward.  India's federal structure is more important 

today than in the last 60 years. To strengthen our federal structure, to make 

our federal structure vibrant, to take our federal structure as a heritage of 

development, a team of Chief Minister and Prime Minister should be there, 

a joint team of the Centre and the states should move forward, then to do 

this job, we will have to think about giving the Planning Commission a 

look. So, I am saying from the rampart of the Red Fort that it is a very old 

system and it will have to be rejuvenated, it will have to be changed a lot. 

Sometimes it costs more to repair the old house, but, it gives us no 

satisfaction. Thereafter, we have a feeling that it would be better to 

construct a new house altogether and therefore within a short period, we 

will replace the planning commission with a new institution having a new 

design and structure, a new body, a new soul, a new thinking, a new 

direction, a new faith towards forging a new direction to lead the country 

based on creative thinking, public-private partnership, optimum 

utilization of resources, utilization of youth power of the nation, to promote 

the aspirations of state governments seeking development, to empower the 

state governments and to empower the federal structure. Very shortly, we 

are about to move in a direction when this institute would be functioning in 

place of Planning Commission.

thBrothers and sisters, today, on 15  August, we also have the birth 

anniversary of Maharishi Aurobindo. Maharishi Aurobindo, being a rebel, 

moved on to achieve the status of a Yoga Guru. With regard to the destiny 

of India, he remarked, "I have a faith that the divine power and spiritual 

heritage of India will play an important role towards the welfare of the 

world." Such sentiments were echoed by Maharishi Arvind. I strongly 
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believe in the words of legends. I have great faith in the statements made by 

ascetics, sages & saints and that's why today at the ramparts of Lal Quila I 

am reminded of the words of Swami Viveknanda. He had said - "I can see 

before my eyes Mother India awakening once again. My Mother India 

would be seated as the World Guru. Every Indian would render service 

towards welfare of humanity. This legacy of India would be useful for the 

welfare of the world". These words were spoken by Swami Viveknanda ji in 

his own style. Friends, the words of Viveknanda ji can never be untrue. The 

words of Viveknanda ji, his dream of seeing India ensconced as World 

Guru, his vision, it is incumbent upon us to realize that dream. This capable 

country, blessed with natural bounty, this country of youth can do much 

for the world in the coming days.

            Brothers and sisters, our foreign policy is a much talked about issue. 

I clearly believe that India's foreign policy can be multi-dimensional. But 

there is an important issue to which I want to draw your attention that the 

way we fought for freedom, we fought together, we were not separate at 

that time. We were together. Which was the government with us? What 

were the weapons available to us? There was a Gandhi, a Sardar and lakhs 

of freedom fighters and such a huge empire. Didn't we win in the struggle 

of freedom against that empire? Did we not defeat the foreign powers? Did 

we not force them to leave India? We were the ones, they were our 

ancestors only who showed this might. If the people of India could remove 

such a big empire without the power of the government, without weapons 

and even without resources, then friends, it is the need of the hour to 

eradicate poverty, can we not overcome poverty? Can we not defeat 

poverty? My 125 crore dear countrymen, let us resolve to eradicate poverty, 

to win against it. Let us move with the dream of poverty eradication from 

India. Our neighbouring countries are also faced with the same problem. 

Why not get together with all the SAARC nations to plan out the fight 

against poverty? Let's fight together and defeat poverty. Let us see at-least 

for once as to how wonderful is the feeling of being alive instead of killing 

and getting killed. This is the land where incidents from Siddharth's life 

happened. One bird was shot with an arrow by one brother and the other 

took out that arrow to save it. They went to mother- whose bird, whose 

swan? Whether killer's or saviour's, they asked of mother. The mother 

replied, saviour's. The saviour has more power than the killer and that 

makes him Buddha in future. And that's why I seek cooperation from 
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neighbouring countries for fighting against poverty in concert and 

cooperate with them, so that together with SAARC countries we can create 

our importance and emerge as a power in the world. It is imperative that we 

work together with a dream to win a fight against poverty, shoulder to 

shoulder. I went to Bhutan, Nepal, all the dignitaries from SAARC 

countries took part in oath-taking ceremony; this marked a good 

beginning. This will definitely yield good results, it is my belief and this 

thinking of India, in the country and the world, that we want to do well to 

the countrymen and be useful for the welfare of the world, India wants such 

a hand to be extended. We are trying to move forward with these dreams to 

achieve them.

thBrothers and Sisters, today on 15  August we will resolve to do 

something for the country. Let's be useful for the country, we will move 

ahead with a resolve to take the country forward, and I assure you, Brothers 

and Sisters, as well as my colleagues in the Government, that if you work 

for 12 hours, I will do so for 13 hours. If you work for 14 hours, I will do for 

15 hours. Why? Because I'm amidst you not as a Prime Minister, but as the 

first servant. I have formed the Government not as a ruler, but as a servant. 

Brothers and sisters, I assure that this country has a destiny. It is destined to 

work for the welfare of the world, it was said by Vivekanand ji. India is 

born, this Hindustan is born in order to achieve this destiny. One hundred 

and twenty five crore countrymen have to move forward wholeheartedly 

for the welfare of the nation.

            Once again I feel proud of the devotion, the sacrifices of the security 

forces of the country, para-military forces of the country, all the security 

forces of the country to protect Mother India. I say to the countrymen, 

^^tkxz;ke~ o;e~**, "Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty". The army is vigilant, 

we should also be vigilant and the country scales new heights, we have to 

move forward with this resolution. Speak loudly with me with full force -

Bharat mata ki jai, bharat mata ki jai, bharat mata ki jai.

Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind.

Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram!

______
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Highlights of Prime Minister's Address on 

Independence Day

1. Dear countrymen, on this auspicious occasion of Independence Day, 

many good wishes from the Prime Servant of India. I am here amidst 

you not as a Prime Minister but as the Prime Servant. 

2. I bow to all freedom fighters who sacrificed and dedicated their lives 

for country's independence. 

3. Independence Day is an occasion to take a pledge for the welfare of all 

those who are down trodden, poor, exploited and oppressed and to do 

something for them. 

4. Every action should be tested on the yardstick of national interest. If we 

resolve to live a life like that, the festival of Independence may become 

an inspiration to take India to new heights. 

5. This country has been built not by the rulers but by farmers, workers, 

mothers and sisters, youth, sages and saints, teachers, scientists and 

social workers. 

6. A child hailing from a small town and belonging to a poor family is 

today having the good fortune of bowing before India's tricolour from 

the ramparts of the Red Fort. It is the power of India's democracy and 

priceless blessing given by the authors of the Indian constitution. I bow 

to them. 

7. All Prime Ministers of the country have contributed to the progress of 
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the  country af ter  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

L i k e w i s e ,  a l l  

Governments of the 

country as well as state 

Governments have 

also contributed.

8. Let us move together, 

think together, resolve 

together and unitedly 

take the country forward.125 crore countrymen have taken the country 

forward with this credo.

9. We are not among those who function on the strength of majority. We 

want to move forward on a strong base of consensus.

10. I also greet all Members of Parliament and all political parties from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort with pride. We ended the Parliament session 

yesterday with an important experiment of taking the nation forward 

with strong consensus.

11. When I had an insider's view after coming to Delhi, it looked as if 

dozens of parallel Governments were running within the Government, 

each with its own fiefdom. I witnessed conflict and scattering. I have 

begun an attempt to make the Government an organic unit.

12. The machine called Government or establishment is to be made 

sharper and swifter for fulfilling aspirations of the people.

13. Right from a peon to the Cabinet Secretary everybody is capable. 

Everybody has power and experience. I want to harness their power 

and use it to speed up national welfare. I will certainly do it.

14. Our great leaders won freedom, do we not have a duty towards the 

India of their dreams, and don't we have a national character. A time 

has come to think seriously over these issues.

15. Should 125 crore countrymen not have a mantra to ensure that their 

every step is in national interest.

16. Everything is not for self. Some things are also for the nation. One 

should rise above the self-interest and think about the national interest.

17. Parents ask a number of questions when a daughter goes out, but do 

they ever have the courage to ask their son about his friends or where is 
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he going or why. After all a rapist is also someone's son.

18. Nepal provides an example of youth laying down arms and taking to 

education. It can inspire the youth who have taken to violence, all over 

the world.

19. Even after independence we sometime face poison of casteism or 

communalism. How long will it continue and who is going to benefit 

from it?

20. I appeal to youth of the country that the poison of casteism, 

communalism or sectarianism is a hindrance to country's progress. 

Think and try a ten years moratorium to get a society free of all these 

tensions.

21. In Commonwealth games our 64 sports persons won medals. These 

include 29 women. Let us be proud of these daughters.

22. There are two tracks in the country to move forward, good governance 

and development. We can progress only on these tracks.

23. Crores of families have mobile phones but not a bank account. We have 

to change this situation.

24. Those in Government service are not doing a job but a service, this 

feeling is to be renewed.

25. Just imagine, if 125 crore countrymen take a step forward the country 

will move 125 crore steps forward.

26. Who so ever will open an account under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 

Yojana will be provided with a debit card and insurance worth Rs. One 

lakh.

27. We want to link poor people of the country with a bank account facility 

through Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana.

28. Our country is the youngest nation of the world. Skill development is 

our mission for development of the country.

29. I want to develop such youth who are job creators.

30. If we wish to provide maximum employment to youth we will have to 

promote manufacturing sector. 

31. We have skill, talent and discipline and a will to perform. We want to 

give a collective opportunity to the world. ….Come, make in India, we 

have the strength, come to our country, I invite you.

32. A farmer serves the country by filling the granaries in the same way as a 
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soldier defends the motherland. It is also a national service.

33. Youth should resolve that may be at a small level, they will make at 

least one article that the country imports, so that it may never need be 

imported in future.

34. Youth belonging to the IT profession have paved the way for 

establishing India's new identity in the world.

35. Digital India is our dream for the nation. When I say 'digital India' it is 

not meant for the rich but for those who are poor.

36. If we move with the dream of electronic digital India and 

manufacturing of electronic goods and become self-reliant, it will be a 

major gain for the country.

37. There was a time when it was said that Railway unites the country. I 

say, today IT has the power to unite the country and its people.

38. We want to promote tourism. Tourism provides employment to the 

poorest of the poor. Even the small vendor, auto driver, chaat seller and 

tea stall owner earns from it. While talking of tea seller, I feel a degree of 

affinity.

39. Biggest obstruction to development of national character is the filth 

seen all around us. The first job in the government I did after coming 

here, was that of cleaning. People were surprised. Is it the job of a Prime 

Minister. But for me, it is a very big job.

40. If 125 crore countrymen decide not to ever spread filth, then no power 

in the world can make our village or town dirty.

41. Let us decide that in 2019 when we observe Mahatma Gandhi's 150th 

anniversary, we will not let our village, city, country, school, colony,   

temple, hospital and all other areas remain dirty. It is not Government's 

job, it is to be done by public participation.

42. Presently, our mothers and sisters are forced to defecate in open. Do we 

like this and is not our responsibility to arrange for toilets at least?

43. I have to launch a Swachch Bharat campaign from 2nd October and we 

want to carry this forward within four years.

44. One task which I would like to begin today, is toilet in all schools of 

India and a separate toilet for girls. Only then the girls will not drop out 

of schools. I urge all Members of Parliament to use their MPLAD fund 

for construction of toilets in the schools for one year.
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45. When we stand here on next 15th August, we should be confident that 

there is no school left in the country without separate toilets for boys 

and girls.

46. I today announce a scheme named after the Parliamentarians- 'Saansad 

Adarsh Gram Yojana'.Every MP has to develop one village in his or her 

constituency into a model village under this scheme.

47. A Parliamentarian should develop two more villages before going for 

election after 2016 in the year 2019. After that every MP has to develop 

at least five villages during a five year tenure.

48. A complete blue print of Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana will be 

presented to all MPs and all State Governments by 11th October, 

Jayprakash Narayan's Jayanti.

49. We will have to think about giving a new shape to the Planning 

Commission in order to utilise our federal structure as a heritage of 

development and better team work between the Centre and states.

50. Strengthen State Governments, federal structure, with new outlook, 

new body and soul and with new direction, we will create a new 

institution. Very soon this new institute will start working in place of 

Planning Commission.

51. India's divine strength and spiritual heritage will play a major role in 

world's welfare. These thoughts were expressed by Shri Aurobindo.

52. As Swami Vivekananda said that once again Mother India has awaken, 

my mother India will take her place as teacher of the world and every 

Indian will be a tool of global welfare.

53. Why shouldn't all SAARC countries fight against poverty and defeat it.

54. I went to Bhutan and Nepal. Dignitaries from SAARC countries came 

to swearing in ceremony. This is a very good beginning. Definitely 

there will be good results.  

55. I assure you, if you will work for twelve hour I will work for thirteen 

because I am not a Prime Minister but a Prime Servant. I have come 

with this government as a servant not as a ruler.

56. I felicitate country's security forces, para military forces for protecting 

Mother India and for their determination and sacrifice.
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‘Team India' will eliminate the termites of 
corruption: Narendra Modi

Prime Minister: My Beloved 125 Crore countrymen of India, My 

best wishes and heartiest greetings on the occasion of this sacred festival of 

our Freedom. This morning of the 15th of August is not a usual morning. 

This is the dawn of the freedom-festival of the greatest democracy of the 

world. This dawn is also the dawn of the dreams of the one hundred twenty 

five Crore Indian Citizens. This dawn also heralds the resolve of 125 Crore 

people of India. On this pious occasion I also extend my many many 

salutations to all those great persons of India who sacrificed their lives and 

led a life of penance while making persistent efforts to fight for the honour 

of the country. They even spent their youth in the prison, went through all 

kinds of sufferings; but never gave up their dreams and resolve to see India 

free.

Recently many distinguished citizens of India, youths, literary 

artists and social workers- sons and daughters of Mother India- have 

achieved many great feats to make our country proud. They are countless 

in number and from the ramparts of Red fort I extend my best wishes and 

greetings to all of them from the core of my heart.

The vastness and the diversity of India is always talked about, but 

Our India has many other great characteristics as well, there is a lot of 

diversity in India. India is a large country. And there is simplicity among 
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the people of India. There is 

unity running through all the 

parts of the country and that 

is what is our strength; the 

strength of our nation. 

Strength of our country has 

b e e n  s u s t a i n e d  o v e r  

centuries together. Every era 

has seen the attempts to 

boost it further. They have 

been moulded according to 

the requirements of realising the dreams for the future, they have been 

nurtured and it is due to that only that this country has reached this far with 

our age old traditions and ever new resolves. Our unity, simplicity, 

fraternity, harmony are our biggest strength. This strength should never be 

blemished, it should never be hit. If the unity of the country gets disturbed, 

the dreams also get shattered, therefore, whether it is the poison of 

casteism, communal fanaticism, we don't have to allow it in any form 

whatsoever, not allow it to take root, and then we have to cure the poison of 

casteism, the fanaticism of communalism with the nectar of development, 

distribute the flow of the nectar of development and through the flow of 

this nectar attempt bringing about a new awareness.

Dear brothers and sisters, this country is moving ahead because of 

the "Team India" and this "Team India" is a big team of our one twenty five 

crore countrymen. The world might never have thought about the team of 

one twenty five crore citizens working as a team together as to how they 

take the nation to new heights, build the nation and also protect it! So, 

whatever we are doing and wherever we are trying to reach, it is all because 

of the "Team India" and we are grateful to this "Team India". People's 

participation is the biggest strength of democracy. If we run the country 

through the participation of One Hundred and twenty five crore Indians, 

our country will be moving ahead one hundred and twenty five crore steps 

every moment. That is why we have encouraged this people's participation 

as "Team India". We have given priority to "Team India". Through 

electronic platform mygov.in, through lacs of letters of the countrymen, 

through my Mann Ki Baat, through dialogues with citizens, this people's 

participation is on the rise day by day. About every affair of the 

Government we receive a number of suggestions from the far flung villages 



of our country and this is the real strength of our "Team India".

My dear fellow citizens, this is a fact that there is only one mandate 

of this "Team India" and that is all our schemes, all our systems should 

benefit the poor of the country. We should support the poor in their fight 

against poverty and empower them in this arduous effort of theirs because 

no one wants to remain poor and they also wish to get rid of poverty. Hence 

the meaningfulness of our resources, our schemes and our programmes is 

in their usefulness to the cause of welfare of the poor.

Brothers and sisters, last year on the occasion of 15th of August, I 

had expressed some of my views before you. At that time I was new, 

whatever I saw in the government, I expressed them with an open mind 

before one hundred and twenty five crore citizens. Today after one year, 

standing under the Tricolor from the same ramparts of the Red Fort , I 

assure the countrymen that in this period of one year our "Team India", 

consisting of one hundred and twenty five crore people, is committed to 

realize our dreams within the timeframe with new hope, new energy and 

utmost hard work. An atmosphere of trust has emerged. I had announced 

'Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna' on the last 15th of August. Even after sixty 

years of independence; even when the banks were nationalized for the 

poor, 40% people of the country were without a bank account till the last 

15th of August; the doors of the banks were not open for the poor. We 

resolved that we would erase this blot and would provide a solid base to the 

financial inclusion which is talked about the world over, by integrating the 

poorest of the poor to the mainstream economic activities; and this is only 

the beginning. We had decided that unlike the previous work culture of 

talking in terms of uncertain time frames, we will complete the work by the 

26th of January as the country celebrates the next Republic Day.
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My countrymen, today I can proudly say that we achieved that 

target within the time frame. 17 Crore people opened their bank accounts 

under 'Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna'. With a view to extend 

opportunities to the poor, we had said that these bank accounts could be 

opened with zero balance. We had even said that we would bear the 

operational costs of the bank. After all, what for the banks exist? They 

should be for the poor and that's why we had decided to open accounts 

with zero balance. We have seen the rich of our country; however, this time 

around we have also seen our poor and seen their wealth. From the 

ramparts of the Red Fort, let me salute and bow to the large-heartedness of 

these poor; because even if there was a provision of opening the account 

with zero balance, these poor people have deposited twenty thousand 

crore rupees in their bank accounts. It could be possible only due to 

richness of our poor citizens. And hence, today my conviction bears proof 

that it is all because of the spirit of these poor that this "Team India" will 

march ahead.

Brothers and sisters, if the branch of a bank is opened or a building 

of the bank is constructed in a certain part of our country, it becomes the hot 

topic of discussion, people rejoice, it is hailed as a mark of great 

development and remarkable progress. This is so because in the past 60 

years, we have measured the development of the country only on the basis 

of these parameters. This has been the yardstick that if any branch of a bank 

is opened somewhere, it elicits lots of accolades and praises, the 

Government receives much adulation, but my dear fellow citizens, it is not 

a challenging task to open a branch of a bank. This task can easily be 

accomplished through the Government exchequer, but to bring 17 crore 
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countrymen to the doorstep of the bank is an arduous task, it takes a lot of 

hard work, you have to give your heart and soul to accomplish this task, 

you are required to be ever vigilant. And here I would extend my heartfelt 

congratulations to various Banks and their employees who have been a 

very significant part of "Team India". I congratulate them for making banks 

so easily accessible to the poor and this fact will bring a major change in the 

coming days.

Among the global economic schools of thought, there is also the 

one which maintains that financial inclusion doesn't always bring positive 

results and due to that the system has to bear the pressure of poverty. I 

disagree with this thought. In a country like India, if we look at the pyramid 

of development, its base is the broadest. If it be firm, the entire pyramid of 

development tends to be strong. Today the downtrodden, the exploited, 

oppressed, deprived, and the ignored ones of our country form the base of 

the pyramid of development. We have to strengthen the foundation of this 

pyramid of development so as to ensure that these people are empowered 

through financial inclusion and this pyramid of development remains 

unshakable. It would stand firm amid any crisis and if this pyramid of 

development is based on economic strength, it would increase the 

purchasing power of these people to a great extent. And when the 

purchasing power of the poorest of the poor in the society increases, 

nobody can stop that economy to flourish and move ahead. It takes the 

country swiftly to the newer heights of development and therefore it is our 

intention to give impetus to that. We have laid great stress upon social 

security and also the welfare of the poor - and thus Prime Minister's 

Suraksha Bima Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana and Prime Minister's Jeevan 

Jyoti Bima yojana have been launched. Crores of the people of our country 
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have no social security cover. 

Leave the poor aside, benefit of 

insurance has not reached even 

the lower middle class. So we 

made a plan - just pay one rupee 

per month, not more, that is just 

Rs. 12 per annum and be entitled 

to the benefits of Pradhan Mantri 

Suraksha Bima Yojana. If your 

family faces any calamity then 

they will receive 2 lac rupees. We 

know how to manage an economy 

! That's why we launched Prime Minister's Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana for 90 

paisa a day, even less than 1 rupee. So it is Rs. 330 annually for the health of 

one's family - and for the security of one's family- insurance of 2 lac rupees. 

This is what we have done.

Brothers and sisters, schemes have been made in the past also. 

There is no Government which doesn't make schemes. Every Government 

does that. There is no government which doesn't make announcements. 

Every Government does that. There is no government which doesn't light 

the inauguration lamps, doesn't cut ribbons--every Government does that. 

But the touchstone is whether we walk the talk or not. We have laid a great 

stress upon a new work culture. Dear Countrymen, our nation has many 

schemes which are 40 years old or 50years old but these schemes could not 

reach more than 5 or 7 crore people. This scheme has just completed a 

hundred days, 100 days! I mean it, and in these hundred days ten crore 

citizens have been benefited 10 crore people! Ten crore citizens of this 

country means ten crore families. And this means that out of total 30-35 

crore families of our country, ten crore families have joined this scheme 

within a span of hundred days.

Brothers and sisters, the uniqueness of our government, of "Team 

India", during last one year, especially the great strength and the biggest 

achievement of "Team India", consisting of one hundred and twenty five 

crore people has been to fulfill the tasks within the set time frame.

Last year I referred to toilet facilities for all from this Red Fort, I also 

referred to cleanliness. It sounded strange to the whole country for a few 

hours as to what sort of Prime Minister is this! But today in all the surveys 
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that has been carried out in the entire country, this point has come out in all 

of them that if there is something that is the most important factor of "Team 

India" and that has touched every person, is the movement towards 

cleanliness.

Brothers and sisters, we used to invoke the people of the society 

and marked the names of various people to promote the "cleanliness drive". 

That was such a period, but today I have to congratulate this "Team India". 

People from all walks of life whether they are Celebrities, Diplomats, Social 

Workers, Educationists, community leaders or spiritual leaders or our 

friends from media, all of them have taken a major responsibility to train 

the common man without criticising anybody and without pointing 

towards the lacunas. Today I greet them all from the core of my heart who 

have done this job but I only wish to stress upon a point- from whom this 

"Swachh Bharat" drive has gained maximum strength? Who are its biggest 

brand ambassador? You may not have paid heed to it, but try to remember 

what happened in your family? There are crores of such families in India, 

whose children are in the age group of five, ten and fifteen and they have 

become the greatest ambassador of "Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan". These 

children prevent their parents from littering in their homes and ask them to 

avoid spreading filth and rubbish here and there. In case, any father is 

addicted to consuming gutka and whenever the father opens the windows 

of the car to spit, his son prevents him to do so on the plea of keeping India 

clean. The success of this programme is due to those little children. I wish to 

bow my head towards the future of my country, I wish to bow my head and 

greet those children. The fact which is not realized even by the elite people 

has been easily understood by the innocent children and it is my belief that 

such a country where a child is so much aware, so committed towards 

cleanliness, such country is bound to become clean; Abhorrence against 

filth and dirt is bound to arise there.

In 2019 we are about to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi and on 150th anniversary of Gandhiji we have to handover him 

"Swachh Bharat" as a tribute. There cannot be a greater tribute to Mahatma 

Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary. The task has just started, but I have 

to take it forward, not to stop it, not to get satisfied. I had announced such a 

programme from here, just for a trial, so that I could ascertain whether 

"Team India" is able to do it or not. I had announced it without consulting 

anybody. It was not announced after collecting relevant information from 
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districts and villages. It just came into my heart and I had announced that 

we would build separate toilets for boys and girls in all of our schools till 

the next 15th August. But later on, when we started work, the "Team India" 

figured out its responsibilities, we realised that there were 2 lakh and 62 

thousand such schools, where more than 4.25 lakh toilets were required to 

be built. This figure was so big that any government could rethink to extend 

the deadline, but it certainly was the resolve of the '"Team India"' that no 

one sought any extension. Today, on this 15th August, I salute the "Team 

India", who, keeping the honour of our tricolour National Flag, left no stone 

unturned to realise that dream, and the '"Team India"' has now nearly 

achieved the target of building all the toilets. I compliment all the state 

governments, government officers of the districts, policy framers and 

implementers of educational institutions, who were involved in realising 

this achievement. This is not just an issue of building more than 4.25 lakh 

toilets. This is an issue of creating an atmosphere of self-confidence at a 

time, when we were so engulfed with the negativity that it was being told 

that nothing could happen, there was no hope, it was not possible. But now, 

the "Team India" has demonstrated that we are ready to accept challenges, 

we would not withdraw, and we are committed for our success. The nation 

runs on this self-confidence, the nation runs by realising newer resolutions. 

We cannot stop anywhere, we have to continuously move forward. 

Therefore, Brothers and Sisters, we have prepared a plan for the labourers 

of our country, and it has been named as "SHRAMEVA JAYATE". Our 

attitude towards the poor labourers is not good.

If we meet a person wearing coat, pants, tie or we meet a great 

person wearing long kurta, jacket we salute him by standing in his honour. 

But if an auto rickshaw driver, pedal rickshaw puller, newspaper vendor or 

a milkman come to us, our feelings towards these poor men are not proper. 

One hundred and twenty five crore citizens of the country have to remove 

this deficiency of the nation by their resolution of mind. The persons due to 

whom we look good, who serve us good, no one is our better well wisher 

than them and therefor, dignity of labourers, honour of labourers, pride of 

labourers- this should be our national duty , this should be our national 

character, this should be the tendency of everyone, nature of everyone. 

Recently, we started a campaign of issuing special identity card to the 

unorganized labour falling under certain schemes. They are to get the 

benefits of many schemes of security through that identity card. These 
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unorganized labourers were never taken care of. Similarly, labourers of our 

country had deposited their share of hard earned money in Government 

coffers. Slowly, this amount grew to Rs. 27 thousand crores, but when that 

poor labourer moves to some another place after 6-8 months of 

employment there, moves to another place after a year or two from there, 

no account of the money he deposited there is maintained. The amount is 

also so low that he does not wish to bring back the same by spending two 

hundred rupees on fare. That is why Rs. 27 thousand crores of poor people 

of my country, labourers of my country, money earned by them by the 

sweat of their brow was lying idle in the coffers of the Government. We 

found a solution to it. We provided a special identity card number to these 

labourers and told them wherever you are transferred now, even if you 

move to another place by quitting the job or if you move from one factory to 

another, from one state to another, you will always retain this number and 

you will retain your money, no one will be able to misappropriate your 

single rupee. So, we have tried to return the Rs. 27 thousand crores to the 

poor.

It has become a fashion in our country- make law for everything 

and keep our courts busy. One law may contradict the other but the law 

should be on the same subject. Confusion was being created here always. 

This is not a good sign for good governance and therefor, law should be 

explicit, law should be correct, law should not be out of sync with time, only 

then society progresses.

Where will a poor labourer look for his thing of interest in the pile-

up of different types of 44 legislations meant for our labourers? We have 

brought about a change therein. By incorporating these 44 legislations into 

four codes of conduct, the poorest of the poor and even an illiterate labourer 

can know about his or her interest, we have emphasized this scheme.

Brothers and Sisters, corruption is a much discussed topic in our 

country. We must have seen an ailing person, habitually, giving tips to 

others on how to be healthy. He does not care for himself, but it is the nature 

of every human being to advise others that you do it and you will become 

healthy and you do that and you will become healthy. Corruption is also 

like this. The person involved in it, also advise, the person who is suffering 

due to it, also advise and thus they advise each other, and this goes on and 

on.
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Brothers and Sisters, I have never made this announcement, but 

today I wish to state, I want to assure my fellow countrymen, I want to tell 

the "Team India" comprising 1.25 billion people that this country can 

become corruption-free. On the basis of experience I am saying this. This 

job has to be started from the top. Corruption is stuck with our country like 

a termite and the termite keeps on spreading, initially it is not visible, but 

when it spreads in our bedroom and reaches the cupboard where clothes 

are hung, we find that and when we want to get rid of it, insecticides have to 

be injected per square meter of land. After so many of years of efforts, we 

get rid of termite. Countless efforts of several types have to be made to wipe 

out the corruption in such a vast country, and that can be done. If I had said 

that I would cut subsidy worth Rs. 15 thousand cores on LPG gas, then I can 

say that hundreds of articles would have been written to glorify my 

Government. They can say that this man has the power and strength to 

discontinue the subsidy worth Rs. 15 thousand cores on LPG gas. It is this 

man who can take tough decision and if it is not done so, then nothing 

happens my dear friends and nothing is visible. Sometimes people are fond 

of sinking into despair. Until they talk of despair amongst people they can 

not sleep at night.

They have this habit. There are some ailing people, who do not like 

to disclose about their illness and they also do not like to someone inquiring 

about their ailment. While there are some others who wait for a particular 

person to enquire about their health and if he does not visit, they talk about 

this for hours together. I can see that there are some people who always 

search for negativism, propagate negativism and they enjoy it as much as 

they can. Such people neither have any schemes nor activities, yet "Team 

India' consisting of 1.25 billion Indians is ready to invest time for them, but 

how does that happen? We have put in place a scheme of Direct Benefit 

Transfer of LPG subsidy. Taking advantage of Jan Dhan Accounts and 

Aadhaar Card we have transferred the subsidy directly into the accounts. 

As a result of this the brokers, the middlemen and the blackmarketeers 

have disappeared. Only the real beneficiary got the benefit. Our 

Government have neither slashed a penny from anyone's benefit nor we 

have made announcements to earn praise. We have improved the system 

and today I wish to inform the 'Team India' of 1.25 billion Indians that as a 

result of this an amount of Rs.15,000 crore, which was being siphoned off 

annually in the name of gas cylinders has been stopped. My countrymen, 
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the corruption has stopped.

My brothers and sisters, you can see how work is done? We have 

done it. Rupees 15,000 crore is not a small amount for a country like India. 

We have launched an open website, displayed a board of delivery there, 

even then if someone has a complaint, he would get a cylinder even at 

midnight but we cannot permit those who loot the country and poors as 

well. Tell me whether this is not a fight against corruption?

My brothers and sisters, I had made a request to my countrymen 

that if you are economically sound, then why do you avail subsidy on 

L.P.G? Why do you need this paltry amount of rupees five to seven 

hundred which you usually spend on petty snacks. I had just started giving 

message about this, I didn't launch any campaign as yet, because I have 

faith in "Team India'. As the message spreads the result would come, but to-

day I can tell with pride that ever-since I had launched movement of "give it 

up" subsidy of LPG gas cylinder, till date 20 lakh consumers have already 

given it up.

This is not a small figure. Even if we are in the queue before a 

temple for the blessings (Prasad), we sometimes wish that we should get 

some of the prasad for our younger brother also. This is in our nature. These 

20 lakh people are not from rich or wealthy families. They are all from the 

common middle class. Some teacher may have been a pensioner, but when 

he learnt that this LPG cylinder may go to some poor person, he gave up his 

subsidy. My dear brothers and sisters, when these 20 lakh LPG cylinders 

will reach the poor families whose kitchens are smoke choked, just think of 

the happiness of the mothers working in those kitchens! Just think of the 

relief and happiness of the little children who had been crying due to the 

smoke! Whenever our efforts are in the right direction, we get great results.

My brothers and sisters, if I talk about coal, some of the political pundits or 

experts will judge me on a political angle. This is not a place for politicking, 

so I would like to urge upon all the political pundits that in this case, the 

kind of coal issue that I am going to raise, may please not be judged through 

the political angle. This is the requirement of our nation's resolve. CAG said 

that when coal blocks were allocated through lottery, the nation lost Rs.1 

lakh and 74 thousand crores. We also used this statistics in the election-

speeches. Nevertheless, we sometimes thought that this much of loss may 
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not have been there. But we went on saying like that. Later we decided that 

whether it be coal, or spectrum or any other mineral, all will be auctioned 

henceforth. Lo and behold ! the great strength of the Team India of 125 crore 

Indians and their resolve ! within a certain time limit the coal was auctioned 

and now almost Rs. 3 lakh crore would be accruing to the national 

exchequer.

Brothers and sisters, just ask yourselves whether corruption was 

rooted out or not? Whether the middlemen were ousted or not? Whether 

the door was shut on the face of the wealth-stealers of India or not? I did not 

make any speech in this regard. I just did it. The same thing happened in the 

case of spectrum. Right now FM radio auction is going on. A lot of pressure 

was put on me. People said 'Modi ji, FM is operated by the common men, 

there in no great profit in this business. Why are you putting even FM on 

auction? A lot of pressure was put on me. All attempts were made to 

dissuade me from this. But I said that the team India consisting of 125 crore 

of Indians wanted transparency.

Right now the auction is on for FM Radio in some 80-85 cities. The 

day before when I enquired, the auction amount had crossed Rs. one 

thousand crores. This money is going to be used for the poor people.

Brothers and sisters, what a run the country had at the hands of its 

leadership, how it was looted, what impact was put on the policies! What 

kind of an activity it was that continued in the country? Imported coal from 

the foreign countries was not given to the power plants near the coasts. It 

was transported to the factories of nearby areas of coal mines and the coal 

from those mines instead was taken to the factories in the coastal region. 

Now, even a small child in this country can understand as to how the goods 

can be utilized for the place where they are situated instead of going for 

their transport from that place to the other.

Brothers and sisters, we changed that decision. Nearby factories 

should be the first beneficiaries. And let me say that this small decision 

closed down the shops of the middlemen and the exchequer has got Rs. 

1100 crores. My dear citizens, it will happen every year now.

Corruption in a way has become part of the system. Until it is 

stamped out from the system, dear brothers and sisters, I'll keep suffering 

every atrocity, facing every obstacle but with your blessings I shall fulfill 

the dream of a corruption free India. I say this to you from the ramparts of 
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the Red Fort with the tricolour as my witness and the understanding of the 

dreams of the 125 crore people. It's been 15 months since you put our 

Government in Centre and gave me the mandate. This Government does 

not have any allegation of corruption against it for even a single penny. But 

I had said alongside that it was like the pests, the termite. Corruption free 

Government in Delhi only is not going to solve the whole problem. There 

are problems at the small places right now and the poor are getting 

troubled. We need to bring in a national level awareness for this. We need to 

comprehend this menace of corruption properly and get everyone on 

board to eradicate it. Then only can we get rid of the menace.

Brothers and sisters, let me say further that we have taken some 

very important steps one after the other to check black money, and that too 

in a very short span of time.

The day we formed the Government, we constituted an SIT under 

the supervision of the Supreme Court. We did what was pending for three 

years. The SIT is doing its job. I attended the G-20 summit. These are the 

countries whose support we need for bringing black money back. On 

India's insistence a resolution was passed against black money. All G-20 

countries resolved to cooperate with each other and send back the black 

money to the country where it belonged. We adopted FATCA along with 

the United States. We have signed agreements with many countries for 

receiving real time information regarding Indian's black money. We have 

taken several measures to check black money.

Brothers and sisters, we have passed a strict law for this. After this 

enactment every week people call us and complain that we have passed a 
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very stringent law. They call it a draconian law and a black law and say that 

officers would harass them. Dear fellow citizens, we need injections if the 

disease is serious. Doctors also warn us about the side effects of such 

injections. Similarly, this disease is so serious that if we want a treatment, 

we will have to bear the side effects also. I know that people are upset with 

the law which we have passed. They find it troublesome. We have received 

many messages for diluting the provisions and relaxing it. Today I would 

like to tell Team India of 125 crore countrymen that even while bearing the 

side effects, we are moving forward against black money. This much has 

been done. It's a fact that the process of bringing back the black money is 

long but now no one can dare to send the black money out of the country. 

This much has been achieved, whether someone believes it or not. Not only 

this, we have given some grace period for declaring undisclosed income 

and today I can say that people have come forward and declared their 

undisclosed income amounting to Rs. 6500 crores. This amount will accrue 

to our exchequer. It will benefit the poor of India. Friends, I assure you all 

that we will move forward with all the resolve to fulfill the commitments 

we have made.

Brothers and sisters, CBI had registered only eight hundred cases 

in the entire one year before formation of our government. We are still new 

in power but we have already registered eighteen hundred cases since we 

took charge; we have taken action against government employees. You can 

easily imagine and compare the figures. In the entire one year before we 

came to power, only eight hundred cases were registered and in the ten 

months of our government the corresponding number is eighteen 

hundred. It shows our ability to fight corruption.

In 2005, a law namely 'PMLA' was framed in our country. In ten 

years, an amount of ten thousand crore rupees has been recovered under 

that law. But you would be surprised to know that out of the total recovered 

amount of ten thousand crore rupees, four thousand five hundred crore 

rupees have been recovered in the last ten months. This is another example 

of our commitment to fight corruption about which we are not talking in 

press conferences on TV; rather we have taken steps on the ground and 

reaped success. We have endeavored to change systems. We have taken 

steps to ensure that the 'MGNREGA' wages go directly to the Jan Dhan 

account; that the scholarship for students goes directly into their bank 

accounts; and that there is least brokerage. And I believe that because of 
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these steps the country can fulfill those objectives.

My farmer brothers and sisters, last year we had deficient rainfall. 

It was less than required. It affected the economy as well as our farmers. We 

were still able to curb the price rise. One will have to admit the fact that 

before us, the inflation was in double digits. Since we came to power, 

although there has been less rain and the farmers were distressed; we have 

been successful in bringing down the inflation from double digits to 3-4 

percent. We will continue to strive to bring it further down because our 

dream is to provide wholesome meals to the poorest of the poor. However, 

we need drastic changes in the agriculture sector. The cultivable land is 

shrinking; it is getting divided between families and pieces of land are 

getting smaller. The fertility and productivity of our agricultural land must 

increase. The farmers need water and electricity and we are working 

towards their availabilit

Bharat Mata Ki Jai,Bharat Mata Ki Jai,Bharat Mata Ki Jai.

Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram.

Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind!

****
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PM's address to the nation on 69th

Independence Day

P M :  T h e  t e r m i t e  o f  

corruption will be rooted 

out by "Team India."  

Government's initiatives 

have eliminated corruption 

in various sectors

PM emphasizes on farmers' 

welfare, raising agricultural 

productivity

PM: OROP accepted "in-principle", modalities being worked out

PM: Start-Up India, Stand-Up India

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today highlighted the 

resolve of 125 crore Indians, as "Team India", to root out corruption, and to 

make India a developed nation by 2022 – the 75th anniversary of 

independence.

Addressing the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort on the 

occasion of India's 69th Independence Day, the Prime Minister gave a 

broad overview of the achievements of Team India, over the last 15 months. 

He said that the unity, simplicity and brotherhood of 125 crore Indians, is 

the strength of this nation, and casteism and communalism have no place in 

our society.

The Prime Minister explained how various initiatives of his 

Government have resulted in removing corruption from different aspects 

of governance. In this context, he highlighted the auctions of coal, spectrum 

and FM radio licenses. He mentioned the PAHAL scheme for direct 

transfer of LPG subsidy, which has resulted in savings of Rs. 15,000 crore. 

He said the introduction of "neem-coated urea" has helped to end diversion 

of subsidized urea to non-agricultural purposes. He acknowledged that the 

common man still faces problems because of corruption. The Prime 

Minister described corruption as a termite, which needs bitter medicine, 
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with possible side-effects, to cure. Through the various initiatives of the 

Government, the Prime Minister highlighted how each had contributed to 

the elimination of middlemen. He said that in the last year, the CBI had 

registered 1800 cases against corruption, as against 800 in the year before 

that.

The Prime Minister said important steps had been taken in the 

drive against black money, and the outflow of unaccounted income to 

foreign destinations had been checked.

The Prime Minister stressed on the need for farmers' welfare, and 

declared that the Ministry of Agriculture would be renamed as the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. He said that his Government was 

focusing on raising farm productivity, and providing electricity and 

irrigation to farmers. He said the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana had 

been launched with an outlay of Rs. 50,000 crore.

The Prime Minister recalled some of the resolves he had made in 

his Independence Day address last year. He said the promise of toilets in all 

schools had been almost fulfilled, with the cooperation of States. He said 

financial inclusion had received a big boost with the opening of 17 crore 

bank accounts through the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana. He said the 

Rs. 20,000 crore deposited in the Jan Dhan accounts reflected the "richness 

of India's poor" (गरीबों की अमीरी).

The Prime Minister also spoke of the welfare schemes launched by 

the Union Government, including Atal Pension Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 

Suraksha Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, and the schemes 

launched for labour welfare.

Describing children as the greatest brand ambassadors for 

"Swachh Bharat Abhiyan," the Prime Minister said this vision had 
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generated great interest for the people of India.

The Prime Minister announced the "Start-Up India" initiative, 

which would encourage entrepreneurship among the youth of India. He 

said each of the 1.25 lakh bank branches, should encourage at least one 

Dalit or Adivasi entrepreneur, and at least one woman entrepreneur. 

"Start-Up India, Stand-Up India," the Prime Minister said.

On the long-standing demand from ex-serviceman for One-Rank, 

One-Pension, the Prime Minister reiterated that the demand had been 

accepted by the Government "in-principle." He said the modalities were 

being worked out with stakeholders, and he was hopeful of a positive 

outcome.

The Prime Minister reiterated his Government's resolve to make 

India a developed nation by 2022, with a house and access to basic services 

like electricity, to all. He said the Government had resolved to connect with 

electricity, all the 18,500 villages which still remain without power, within 

the next 1000 days. He also reiterated his vision for the development of 

eastern India.

Questioning the practice of "interviews" for recruitments even at 

relatively junior levels, the Prime Minister called upon concerned 

departments to end this practice at the earliest, and to promote merit by 

recruiting only through transparent, online processes.

***
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One society, one dream, one resolution, one 
direction, One Floor - Narendra Modi

My beloved countrymen, on this auspicious occasion of our 

festival of freedom; I extend lots of greetings to the one hundred and 

twenty five crores fellow nationals and also to entire Indian diaspora 

spread all over the world, from this rampart of the Red Fort. This festival of 

our freedom, this 70 years of our Independence, is the festival for our 

resolution to take the nation to new heights with a new resolve and a new 

fervour and new energy. We are able to breathe in a free air as the result of 

the sacrifices, renunciation and penance of our millions of great forefathers. 

We are also reminded of the youths who kissed the gallows. We also 

remember Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel, Pandit Nehru and countless 

great persons, who fought ceaselessly for the freedom of our nation. It is the 

result of their struggles that we are now fortunate enough to breathe as a 

free citizen. India is a very ancient nation. We have a history of thousands of 

years and our cultural heritage is also millennia old. Right from the Vedas 

to Vivekananda, from the Upanishads to the satellites, the Sudarshan 

Chakradhari Mohan to Charkhadhari Mohan, from the Bhim of 

Mahabharat to the Bhimrao; we have a long historical journey and heritage. 

Our land has seen many historical ups and downs and our generations 

have waged many struggles and observed penance to bequeath great 

values to the humanity. India's age is not just seventy years. But having 
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won freedom after a period of subjugation; we have made efforts to take the 

nation forward in this journey of seventy years. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel 

united the nation. Now, it is the responsibility of all of us to make this 

nation better. We all have to work ceaselessly for the realization of the 

dream of ' One India, great India'. (Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat).

Brothers and Sisters, We have not attained freedom for free of cost. 

Innumerable were the atrocities, but undeterred were our resolves also. 

Every Indian was a soldier in the battle for freedom. Each one of them 

dreamt of an independent India. May be every one of them was not 

fortunate enough to sacrifice, may be each of them was not fortunate 

enough to go to prison; but every Indian had a resolve and the leadership of 

Mahatma ji and also the inspiration of countless revolutionaries who had 

sacrificed every thing. All these movements contributed to our attainment 
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of Independence. But, now we 

have to convert this freedom into 'the real freedom'. Now, this is the resolve 

of the one hundred and twenty five crores of Indians. So, just as we did not 

attain our freedom without sacrifices; we would not be able to attain ' the 

real freedom' without renunciation, without human endeavour 

(Purusharth), without bravery, without dedication and discipline. So, in 

order to take ahead this resolution of one hundred and twenty five crore 

Indians; all of us will have to move ahead with our specific responsibilities 

in a most committed manner. Be it a Panchayat or the Parliament, be it a 

village headman or the Prime minister; every one of us as well as every 

democratic institution will have to shoulder their responsibilities 

completely and perfectly. Only then we will be able to realize the dream of 

our the real freedom as soon as possible.This is correct to say that our nation 

is beset with many problems now- a- days. But, we should never forget that 

if we have the problems, then we also have all the capacities to solve them. 

So, if we move ahead with all our capabilities, we will find the ways and 

mean to solve all these problems. So, brothers and Sisters, if we have lakhs 

of problems, then we also have one hundred and twenty five crore brains 

also which are all capable to solve these problems.

Dear Brothers & Sisters, there was a time when Government used 

to be surrounded by aspersions. But now time has changed. At present, no 

aspersions are being leveled on the Government. Rather, people have great 

expectations from it. When the Government is engulfed in expectations 

then it signifies hope and trust, which in turn generates those expectations. 

Expectations give pace towards good governance, invigorates and so the 

pledges are implemented ad continuum. My Brothers & Sisters, today 

when I am addressing you from the rampart of the Red Fort, it is, therefore, 
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but natural that we should discuss 

the journey of good governance, the work done by the Government and 

work being done and should be done for the country. I can present before 

you a very detailed account of work done and also multiple issues 

regarding the performance of the Government. During the tenure of two 

years, the Government has taken innumerable initiatives and multiple 

tasks have been done. If I start giving details about them, I am afraid I will 

have to talk about it for a week from this very rampart of the Red Fort. So 

instead of that temptation, I would like to draw your attention towards the 

work culture of the Government. Sometimes, it is easier to present the 

account of work done. But, it is not easy for a common man to comprehend, 

understand and identify the work culture without dwelling deep into the 

work culture. My Brothers & Sisters, My Countrymen, I would not talk 

solely about the policy, but also the intention and decisions of the 

Government.

Dear Brothers & Sisters, it is just not an issue of direction and 

outline, rather it is about holistic approach and a resolve for 

transformation. It is confluence of trinity of expectation of people, 

democracy and support of people. It is both wisdom and consent. It is also 

pace and realisation of progress. Therefore, My Countrymen, when I talk 

about the Good Governance, it does implies bringing in transformation in 

the life of common man of my country. Good governance means that the 

government should be sensitive, responsive and dedicated to the common 

man. Then only good governance gets the emphasis. Responsibility and 

accountability should be at the root of it and it should draw its vital energy 

from there only for the government to be sensitive, dear Brothers and 

Sisters. We remember the days when there used to be a very long wait to go 

to any big hospital. People used to come to AIIMS, spend two three days 

and then only it would be decided what diagnostic tests were to be done. 
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Now we have been able to change this system. Registration is done online 

and the doctor's appointment is also given online. The processes start on 

arrival of the patient at the appointed hour itself. Not only this but all his 

medical records are also available online. And we wish to develop it as a 

countywide culture in the field of medical treatment. Today this system has 

been put in place in 40 big hospitals of the country. Its basic premise is that 

the government has to be sensitive.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the government should be accountable. 

If it be not so then the problems of the common man are kept pending for 

solutions. How does the change come? Now technology is there, but there 

was a time when the railway ticket in the railways, concerning the common 

man and the poor was available only two thousand tickets per minute. 

Those who might have seen it, would know how the buffering used to be 

there, nobody knew when the website would be operational again, but 

today I have to say with satisfaction that now it is possible to have fifteen 

thousand tickets per minute.The government should be accountable, it 

should take steps according to the necessities and expectations of the 

people. There is a class across the country, particularly the middle class, 

higher middle class whom you see troubled more at the hands of the 

income tax officials rather than the police at times. I have to change the 

situation and I am trying and I will certainly change it.
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There was a time when a common and honest citizen used to give 

two rupees extra as a measure of caution at the time of paying his income 

tax. He used to think that he might not be harassed, but once the money was 

deposited to the government exchequer, he had to run from pillar to post 

and seek recommendations for getting the refund. It took months together 

before the rightful money of the citizen was returned to him from the 

government exchequer. Today, we have made a system of issuing online 

refund. Today, refunds are given in one, two say or three weeks. Those who 

are hearing me today on TV, they would also be realising that they had not 

given any application, yet they had got refund directly into their account. 

So, this responsibility and accountability are the results of these efforts.

It is equally important to lay emphasis on the transparency for 

good governance. You know that a global relationship has already started 

to become a common thing in the society today. A middle class man wants 

to have his passport- there was a time when about 40 lakh, 50lakh 

applications were received for getting passport. Today, approximately 2 

crore people apply for the passport. Brothers and Sisters, earlier 4-6 months 

were taken for scrutiny of applications if one did not have 

recommendations. We changed that situation and today, I can say with 

pride that passports are issued to the citizens with all genuine details, in 

about one or two weeks and there is transparency no recommendation is 

required and there is no dilly-dallying. Today, I can say, we have issued 

1.75 crores passports (in 2015-16 itself.)

In Surajya there must be efficiency in governance and therefore, 

earlier, if a company had to set up a factory or desiring to do business in our 

c o u n t r y ,  

applications were 

submitted. There 

was a task of 

registration only, 

one wanted to do 

something for the 

c o u n t r y ,  b u t  

almost 6 months 

passed in normal 

course. Brothers 

and Sisters,  if  
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efficiency is brought, then the same government, same rules, same officials 

have got geared up to perform the same task of company registration 

within 24 hours and they are virtually doing it. In the last July itself, they 

performed the task of more than 900 such registrations.

Brothers and Sisters, good governance is also necessary for Surajya 

and the steps we have taken towards this good governance are that, as I had 

said last year from the Red Fort that we would exempt group 'C' and group 

'D' posts from interviews, they might get job on the basis of merit. We have 

detected almost 9,000 posts for which thousands and lakhs of people need 

to be recruited. Now, there would not be any interview process for these 

9,000 posts, my young men would not need to spend any money for 

interviews. Recommendations would not be needed, roads for corruption 

and agents will be shut and this work has been implemented.

Brothers and Sisters, there was a time when a common man got 

satisfied if the government announced any plan or merely announced that 

this would be done, he used to think that something concrete would 

happen now. Then, a time came when people asked for the plan unless the 

drawing of the plan came. Then, there was a time when people asked for the 

budget. Today, the mood of the country has changed in 70 years. It does not 

get satisfied with the announcement, it is not satisfied by seeing the plan, if 

a budget provision is made, it is not ready to accept this. It is accepted when 

things get implemented on ground and we cannot bring things on ground 

with the old pace. We have to speed up our work, increase the pace further 

and then we can say that we have done something.

Rural roads are a perpetual issue in our country. Each rural citizen 

craves for pakka roads. Its a huge task. Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ji took this task 

specifically. Even succeding governments continued this and the work 

continued. We have made efforts to fast track it. Earlier 70-75 Km of rural 

roads were completed in a day. Now we have increased that pace up to 

100KM a day. This pace will fulfil the aspirations of common man in the 

days to come.

We have aid emphasis on energy, specifically renewable energy in 

our country. That was a time, when after so many years of independence, 

we started working on wind energy. Within a period of last one year we 

have increased it up to 40%. So this is the scale of up acceleration. Whole 

world is focussing on Solar energy. We have increased it approximately 
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116%-118%. This is not only a substantial incremental change, it's a huge 

leap forward. We intend to enhance the things in quantum way.

In our country, even before forming of our government, we had the 

power production. But to reach the power, you need transmission lines and 

the good transmission infrastructure. Two years preceding the formation 

of our government, 30-35 thousand kilometres of transmission lines were 

being laid annually. Today I wish to submit this with satisfaction that we 

have raised this to 50,000 Kilometres. So we have increased the pace here. If 

we take the commissioning of railway lines in previous 10 years, where 

commissioning means capacity to ply the trains and to finish all the trials, 

so earlier it was at the rate of 1500 kilometre in 10 years . But we have made 

it up to 3500 kilometre in last 2 years. We are to increase this pace even 

further.

Brothers and Sisters, Now we are connecting government schemes 

to AAadhaar Card, focussing on stopping the leakages through direct 

benefit transfer. Previous government had connected four crore people to 

government schemes via Aadhaar Card. Today I can say this with 

satisfaction that in place of that work of four crore, we have completed the 

task of connecting 70 crore people to government schemes via Aadhaar 

card. The remaining will also be taken into the fold.

Today, for middle class or for common people the ownership of a 

car is a matter of pride. There was a time when gas stove at home was 

deemed as a standard and as a symbol of social status. During the last 60 

years of independence, 14 crore LPG gas connections were given. Brothers 

and Sisters, it is a great satisfaction to me that on one side, 14 crore gas 

connections were given in 60 years, while on the other side, we have given 4 

crore gas connections in just 60 weeks. Please compare the two figures - 14 

crore in 60 years and 4 crore in 60 weeks. This is the speed, by which a 

change has become possible in the quality of life of common men. We have 

also started the task of eradicating obsolete laws. The burden of 

unnecessary laws has been creating hindrance in the functioning of the 

government, the judiciary and the public. We have identified 1700 such 

laws, out of which 1175 laws have already been repealed by the Parliament 

and several other such laws are in the process of repealing.

Brothers and Sisters, it had become a tendency among the people to 

say that certain work can be done and certain other work cannot be done, 
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certain work cannot be done now and certain work cannot be done ever. A 

kind of negativity was prevalent in the minds of people. Now, a clear break 

through is visible in the mindset, a new synergy is seen in the functioning of 

the government. When an accomplishment is achieved, it stimulates 

dynamism, which sharpens our determination and then, the end result is 

not far away.

Brothers and Sisters, when we had launched "Prime Minister Jan-

Dhan Yojana", it was almost an impossible task. There were banks and the 

governments, nationalisation had already taken place, but the common 

man of the country was not able to be a part of the mainstream of national 

economy.

Brothers and Sisters, we have attained this impossible task through 

inclusion of 21 crore persons under "Jan-Dhan Yojana". This is not a matter 

of taking credit by the Government, it is really an achievement of 125 crore 

countrymen of the country, for which I salute them. The campaign for 

women pride in villages of the country is an important issue of today. The 

practice of open defecation should be stopped; toilets should be built in 

villages. When I had got the first opportunity to address from the ramparts 

of the Red Fort, I had expressed my feelings about it. Now, I can claim that 

more than 2 crore toilets have already been built in villages of the country 

within such a short period. More than 70 thousand villages are now free 

from the practice of open defecation. We are working towards bringing 

change in the lives of common man.

I had earlier announced from the ramparts of the Red Fort that we 

would electrify those 18 thousand villages, which are still without 

electricity. We are going to complete 70 years of independence, but they 

had not seen electricity. They were forced to live in the 18th century. We 

undertook this task of making possible the impossible and today I am glad 

to say that, though we have not been able to complete even half the task 

within a thousand days, we are still away from the half-mark, out of the 18 

thousand, electricity has reached ten thousand villages. I have been told 

that there are many among those villages who are watching Independence 

Day celebrations for the first time today on television in their homes. 

Today, from here I extend special greetings to those villages.

Brothers and Sisters, you will be surprised to know that at merely 

three hours journey from Delhi, there is a village called Nagla Fatela in 
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Hathras region. It takes only three hours to reach this Nagla Fatela. But it 

took 70 years for electricity to reach there. 70 years, my brothers and Sisters! 

And therefore, I am introducing you to the work culture that we are 

following.

Brothers and Sisters, the LED bulbs were developed by the science 

and the researchers for welfare of every citizen. But in India it used to cost 

350 Rupees. Who would buy it? And even the government would think, 

“It's alright. The work is done. Someone must be using it.” But this should 

not be the attitude. If LED bulbs can bring about a change in the life of a 

common man, if it can ameliorate the environment, if it can improve India's 

economy, then the government must make efforts in this direction. It is the 

nature of the government that it intervenes where it is not required and 

shies away from intervening where it is needed. We tried to change this 

situation, this work culture. And therefore, the bulb which used to be sold 

at 350 Rupees, it is now being sold at 50 Rupees because of governmental 

intervention. See the difference! 350 Rupees on one hand and 50 Rupees on 

the other. I do not want to ask where all this money used to go, however, 

thirteen crore bulbs have been distributed till date.

The politics of our country has become populist; the economic 

policies have become populist. If three hundred Rupees subsidy for each 

bulb had been given from public exchequer, the Prime Minister would 

have been applauded for doling out five hundred crore to the people. But 

we have ensured that they save thousands of crores by providing bulbs at 

only fifty Rupees. We have already distributed thirteen crore bulbs and we 

have resolved to distribute 77 crores and I would like to appeal to my 

countrymen to use LED bulbs in their homes and save 200, 300, 500 Rupees 

in a year and save energy and save our environment. The day we achieve 

the target of 77 crore bulbs, we would be saving 20 thousand Mega Watt of 

electricity. When we save 20000 Megawatt electricity, it means we save 

around 125000 crores rupees. Brothers and Sisters, you can save 125000 

crore rupees of the country by using a LED bulb at your home. We can fight 

against global warming by saving 20000 Megawatt electricity and 

contribute a lot towards the efforts aimed at the protection of environment 

and a common man can also contribute to it. So, brothers and Sisters, we 

have worked in that direction-making the impossible possible.

You know that we depend on other countries of the world for 

energy and petroleum products and for that we have signed long term 
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agreements with them so that we could get these products at fixed prices 

for a long period. We have entered into an agreement with Qatar for buying 

gas till 2024 but the prices are so high that it is costly for our economy. It was 

a result of our foreign policy relationship that we were able to renegotiate 

with Qatar, and the agreement which was the right of Qatar, and we were 

bound to buy gas from it till 2024, we negotiated with them and today, I can 

say with satisfaction that we made an impossible task possible, they 

renegotiated their prices and it will save 2000 crore rupees of the exchequer 

of India. They were entitled to get these 20000 crore rupees but the nature of 

relationship that we have with them and our policies have made it possible. 

The negotiations have been going on during the tenure of all the 

Governments and efforts were also made for Chabahar Port, which is an 

important link for connecting us with Central Asia, but today I feel satisfied 

to see an impossible task becoming possible. When Iran, Afghanistan and 

India collectively march ahead in a planned way for the construction of 

Chabahar Port, an impossible task becomes possible.

My brothers and Sisters, one thing, I want to talk about and which 

concerns the common man is inflation. It is true that the inflation rate had 

crossed 10% mark during the tenure of previous government. Due to our 

sustained efforts we were able to keep it below 6 percent. Not only this, we 

have, recently, made an agreement with the Reserve Bank of India that the 

RBI should take steps to control the inflation at the level of 4 percent with 

allowance of plus minus 2. We should leave behind the talks of balance 

between inflation and growth and work for moving ahead. But the country 

witnessed drought during last two years and the effect of drought are 

readily seen on the prices of vegetables and the outcomes of sluggishness of 

market have resulted in some problems. The decline in the production of 

pulses due to drought during last two years was also a cause of concern. 

But, Brothers and Sisters, if the inflation would have increased at the same 

pace as it had previously increased, I don't know how the poor of my 

country would have survived? We have tried our best to keep it under 

check, but still people have lot of expectations from this government and 

dear countrymen your expectations are natural and I will not leave no stone 

unturned in achieving them. Whatever best I can do, I shall do that and 

keep the price of poor man's meal under check.

My dear Brothers and Sisters, country is going to celebrate the 

350th anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhji. How can the country forget the 
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saga of sacrifice which has been the tradition of Sikh Gurus? Today, when 

we are celebrating the 350th anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhji, I recall 

one best thought expressed by Guruji. Guru Gobind Singhji use to say, how 

can I consider those hands pure which have not done any service, hands 

which have not strengthened by labour and have not developed any 

blisters by toiling hard? Guru Gobind Singhji use to say this. Today, when 

we are celebrating the 350th anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhji I 

remember our farmers. Whose hands are more pure than theirs? Whose 

hearts are more pious than their? Whose intentions can be more pure than 

theirs? I thanks our farmers that despite two years of drought, they 

consistently endeavored to fill our granaries, I greet them for this. Drought 

situation has changed and this time we are witnessing good monsoon. 

Heavy rains have also created problems at some places. Government of 

India stood with those states and citizen who suffered due to heavy rains. 

Today, I specially want to thank our farmers, because, when we are facing 

shortage of pulses and our farmers have shifted to other crops, and rise in 

demand of pulses by common man, I have to say this with content that this 

time our farmers have increased the sowing by one and half times. I want to 

thank our farmers because they have come forward to solve the problem of 

the crisis of pulses and find its solution. We have decided the MSP for 

pulses and declared a bonus on it. We have streamlined the process of 

purchase of pulses and promoting the farmers for cultivation of pulses. 

This will benefit us in a big way.

Brothers and Sisters, when I was talking about work culture, one 

thing was clear that I do not look at the issues in isolation but as a whole. Let 

us see it as integrated and just take agriculture under integrated things, we 

have developed such work culture with lot of hard work, the complete 

chain of which can produce a great result. First of all we focussed upon- the 

wellness of this soil, wellness of this land, soil health card, macro-nutrition, 

concern for micro-nutrition and made the farmers understand that this is 

lacuna in your soil, these are the good qualities, your soil is good for this 

crop, this is not suitable for this crop and gradually the farmers started their 

planning according to this soil health card. The people, who have planned, 

tell me, sir our expenditure has been reduced up to 25 percent and 30 

percent increase is being visible our production. This number is less at 

present, but in future as soon as this may pass on, this concept will gain 

momentum. The farmers have land and if they get water, then the farmer of 
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my country has the power to produce gold out of the soil. The farmer of my 

country has this power and that is why we have emphasized upon water-

management, emphasized upon water-irrigation, emphasized upon 

water-conservation. We are emphasizing upon how every drop of water 

may be utilised by the farmer, how to increase the importance of water, and 

get per drop more crop, micro irrigation. More than 90 percent irrigation 

projects were lying incomplete and stalled. We have taken up the 

responsibility to complete those projects first of all and will work in the 

direction that lakh of hectares of land may get the benefit of irrigation. We 

have taken a big leap towards solar pump so that the input cost of the 

farmers may be lessened because nowadays the farmers require electricity 

also, they require water, they need electricity, and electricity costs dearer. 

On account of it, the input cost of the farmer is going to be less, the recurring 

expenditure is going to be less and due to owning solar pump at home will 

result in owning electricity, owning the sun, owning the field, owing the 

barn and thus our farmer would be happy. We have succeeded in 

distributing 77 thousands solar pumps till now.

Brothers and Sisters, I would like to congratulate the scientists of 

our country. Good quality seeds are also required along with soil, water 

and solar pumps. The scientists of our country have developed more than 

131 new farmable seeds compatible to the climate and nature of India, 

which have the capacity to enhance our per hectare production. The values 

they retain are also being increased. I heartly congratulate these scientists 

also. The farmers require urea as well as fertilisers. There was time when 

black marketing was in practice to get the fertilisers, there was time when 

the police had to lathi-charge for fertilisers. There was time when the 

farmer used to watch his crop being damaged in the absence of fertilisers 

before his very eyes. Brothers and Sisters, the lack of fertilisers has become a 

matter of past, it has become history now. Today, we have succeeded in 

utmost production of fertiliser by overcoming the shortage of the fertiliser.

Brothers and Sisters, because of this production, the fertilizers are 

now available to the farmers in time as per their needs. Similarly, We 

conceptualized “Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana”. It's insurance cover 

includes maximum protection to farmer's land and his agro-produce at a 

comparatively much lower premium, and that too with a guaranteed 

cover. We have constructed new warehouses to preserve 15 lakhs tons of 

food grains. Our country's farmers will benefit only when we move 
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towards value addition, and for this We have laid special emphasis on food 

processing for the first time. We have encouraged cent percent Foreign 

Direct Investment which would augment agro-based industries, and 

Consequentially, my brothers and Sisters, I believe it would help me and 

our farmers realize our dream of doubling latter's income by 2022. These 

efforts would make it possible and for realizing the same, We have taken 

steps one after another.

Brothers and Sisters, Our country has a fancy for a trend. And the 

Governments, with an aim to leave an impression, have done a lot, and to 

fill the bill in this country, People go for some populist things and empty the 

exchequer. Governments have a trend of establishing an identity. Brothers 

and Sisters, I have tried my best to stay away from this allurement, and 

While doing so, I have tried to do several things in every range with the 

mantra of Total transformation, Transformation with transparency, 

Reform, Perform and Transform.

Brothers and Sisters, We are far more committed to build the image 

of Hindustan than that of our Government. Regardless of party's identity, 

the Country's identity holds primacy. For, If the Country moves on, it will 

yield dividends for the coming generations, for centuries, and exactly, for 

this reason, We have accorded primacy to the country's identity and not to 

our party. Now a days, You must have observed the scope of our work in 

Railways. While we are talking about having Bio-toilets in train, we also 

cherish the dream of Bullet train. While We talk about “Soil Health Card” 

for farmers, we also want to march ahead in the direction of satellite and 

space technology. While talking about “Stand-Up India”, we are also 

taking steps towards “Start-Up India”. We are laying emphasis on 

Substance than on Symbolism. We are stressing on integrated development 

than on isolated development. Leaving aside entitlement, we are focused 

and emphatic on Empowerment because an empowering country, my 

brothers and Sisters, provides an identity to the Government through the 

prism of the newly declared schemes. But sometimes the old schemes just 

tumble down. Nevertheless, the Govts. is a continuity. If the earlier Govts. 

have done some work; then it is in the national interest that the next 

Government rectifies their shortcomings and gives a go ahead to these 

schemes. The arrogance that this was the work of your Government and 

this is my Govt; hence we would not do this work; is not in the fitness of the 

things in a democracy. This is why, with all humility, we have given similar 
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importance to the schemes of the previous governments. This is the 

hallmark of our work culture as our nation is a continuous and a ceaseless 

system and we wish to retain that system. This is why, I have a project 

called PRAGATI. Under this project, every month, I myself sit and review 

all the on going projects. You would be amazed to know that almost 119 

projects worth Rs. seven and a half lakh crores started by various previous 

Govts. were lying pending. I got all of them going. I said, so much of money 

have been spent on them, so, all these projects should be completed. Now 

they are all on the way to completion. We created a project monitoring 

group. I asked them to look into all such projects and find out as to when 

were they started. I came to know that some of them were started 20 years 

ago, the other were started somewhere between twenty five to thirty to 

fifteen years earlier. The people living in the areas of these projects know 

all. We identified such two hundred and seventy projects worth Rs. 10 

Lakhs crores which were inaugurated by some earlier govts. and some 

crores of rupees were spent on all of them; but all that money was going 

down the drain. We started all such stuck up projects once again. Brothers 

and Sisters, such helding up and delaying of the schemes after having spent 

crores of rupees on them is a criminal negligence and we have tried to tide 

over such things.

Brothers and Sisters, earlier railway projects took at least two years 

in getting sanctions. A train is passing from somewhere, road have also 

been made on the both side; a rail over bridge is to be constructed. But the 

approval took two years. We have speeded up the approval process

Bharat Mata Ki Jay! Bharat Mata Ki Jay! Bharat Mata Ki Jay!

Vandematram! Vandematram! Vandematram !

Jay Hind! Jay Hind! Jay Hind!

Thank you.
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Brief Highlights of Prime Minister's 

Address on Independence Day

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi  addressed the 

nation from the ramparts 

of the Red Fort in New 

Delhi on the occasion of 

70th Independence Day 

today. Following are the 

brief highlights of the 

speech:

1. Today on this 

special  day,  I  

convey my greetings to 125 crore Indians & the Indian community 

living overseas. May this energy guide the nation to scale newer 

heights of progress in the years to come

2. We remember Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel, Pandit Nehru, 

countless people who sacrificed their lives so that we attained 

Swarajya.

3. It is true that India faces a lot of problems, but we have the capacity 

to find solutions.

4. Today, more than Karya, I want to talk about Karya Sanskriti of the 

Government

5. There was a time when past governments used to be surrounded 

by accusations, not so anymore. They are now surrounded by 

aspirations.”

6. It is our responsibility to convert our Swaraj into Suraaj, which can 

not be done without sacrifice, discipline and staunch resolution 7. 

Today I will be speaking not just of policy but vision. Not just the 

speed of work, but actual experience of progress

8. Suraaj means the progress of the common man, a govt that is 

sensitive to the requirements and aspirations of the common man. 

Responsibility and accountability are to be the roots of such a 

Suraaj.”
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9. We want to change the situation where people are scared of income 

tax authorities, particularly among middle class families

10. Two crore people apply for passports in the country. Even poor 

people get passport in one or two weeks

11. In the past any businessman who wanted to invest in this country 

had to spend more than six months just registering his business. 

However, with this government we have simplified the procedure 

to an extent that in last July itself, 900 such registrations have taken 

place.

12. Interviews for more than 9,000 posts in Group C and D jobs have 

been abolished.

13. In the the last 70 years people's expectations have changed. 

Announcement of policies and budget doesn't convince them. We 

have to show what has been achieved on the ground

14. Earlier, 70-75 km of rural roads used to be laid per day. Now we lay 

upto 100 km of rural roads a day

15. One nation, one grid and one price- we have worked on this.

16. Renewable energy is a focus area for us.

17. In the field of solar power we have seen a growth of 116 per cent. It 

is unprecedented.

18. 30,000-35,000 km of transmission lines used to be laid in a year in 

the past. Now at least 50,000 km per day are being laid.

19. Cooking gas was available to 14 crore people in the last 60 years. In 
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the last sixty weeks alone, four crore people got these connections

20. We must break through our predilection towards pessimism. If we 

do that, it gives us energy. To get 21 crore people into the network 

of institutional credit is one such thing that people thought was 

impossible. But it happened.

21. Out of 18,000 villages, more than 10,000 villages have been 

electrified and I have been told they are with us, watching this 

celebration of Independence Day.

22. Just at 3 hour distance from Delhi is a village in Hathras, that took 

70 years to get electricity.

23. Govt has made LED bulbs available at Rs. 50 per bulb, says the 

Prime Minister.

24. When things like the coming together of Iran, Afghanistan and 

India come together for Chabahar port, then one can see the 

impossible becoming possible.

25. We haven't allowed inflation to go beyond 6 per cent. There were 

two years of successive drought in the country. Production of 

pulses became a concerns, but despite all that we tried our best to 

control the situation and compared to previous governments, I and 

my government did not allow the cost of a poor man's thaali (plate) 

to be unaffordable.

26. As we celebrate the 350th anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhji I 

remember what he said: "He who hasn't served others, how can his 

hands be considered holy?" I say our farmers do such work and 

have sown 1.5 times the pulses that were sown earlier, despite the 

discouragement of successive droughts.

27. Our scientists have created 131 types of high yielding variety 

seeds, so that we maximise output. I congratulate them. The 

shortage of fertiliser is like something out of a bad dream of the 

past. That shortage is history.

28. To empty government coffers has been a tradition of past 

governments, I have tried to keep away from such a temptation. 

For me more than what the world thinks of the government, what 

the image of the country is, is important. Substance over 

symbolism. Empowerment over entitlement. The nation is more 

important than the party.

29. Government is continuity and if there are good points in the works 
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done by them, we, with bowed heads will continue that work. I 

take meetings over PRAGATI systems, where we oversee 118 such 

programmes launched by previous governments but had run 

aground. 270 projects worth Rs. 10 lakh crore had been stuck. This 

was criminal negligence and we have tried to move them forward.

30. When there is clarity in policy, clarity in intent, decisions are 

unhesitating. Every year, when it came to Uttar Pradesh, a 

common story was the arrears due to sugarcane farmers. Today, I 

can say 95 per cent of payments have been done. Under Ujjwala 

Yojana, we have 50 lakh households of smoke-free kitchens.

31. We will remain relevant and be able to lead the global economy 

only if we come up to global standards. In the last few days you 

must have seen how rating agencies have appreciated our moves 

on ease of doing business.

32. Ramanujacharya used to say that we must look at everyone with 

the same gaze, never humiliate anyone. This was said by 

Ambedkar, Gandhi too. If society practices this discrimination it 

will break society. If discrimination is entrenched, our 

determination to fight it and our sensitivity to fighting it should be 

that much higher. Just economic progress is not enough, social 

equity is more important. We have to fight social evils together.

33. GST will give strength to our economy and all parties are to be 

thanked for its passage.

34. This govt does not believe in postponing things. We have fulfilled 

our promise of one rank one pension. We have released all files 

relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. That was another 

promise we had made.

35. Unity in diversity is our greatest strength. Our cultural tradition of 

respect for others, and assimilation is the reason why our 

civilisation has persisted.

36. Violence has no place in our country. This country will not tolerate 

terrorism and Maoism.

37. I tell those who believe in human values, to weigh in the scale of 

humanity, when innocent children were massacred in a school in 

Peshawar. In India, every school was weeping, there were tears in 

the eyes of every parliamentarian. That was a reflection of our 

human value, but look at the other side which glorifies terrorists
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38. I say to our neighbours, Let's fight poverty, by fighting our own 

people we will destroy ourselves, only by fighting poverty 

together will we prosper

39. In the last few days the way the people of Balochistan, Gilgit, from 

Pak occupied Kashmir have thanked me, it is the honour of 1.25 

billion people of India. I thank those people from Balochistan, 

Gilgit and Pak occupied Kashmir.

40. We have decided to raise pensions for freedom fighters by 20 per 

cent.

41. The Government will bear the health-care expenditure upto Rs 1 

lakh per annum for the BPL families.

42. When we speak of freedom fighters, a few are mentioned far more 

than others. Our Adivasi brothers fought valiantly largely unsung, 

many have heard of Birsa Munda but few others. In the next few 

days, it is our intention to record the history of such Adivasi 

freedom fighters in the areas of their origin on a museum.

43. One society, one mission, one goal

44. 'Bharat Mata ki jai', 'Vande Mataram' and 'Jai Hind.'

***
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Tantra will not work for the people, but the 
system will run from the people - Narendra Modi

My dear fellow citizens,    

Greetings from the ramparts of the Red Fort on the auspicious 

occasion of Independence Day. 

Nation is celebrating the Independence Day with the festival of 

Janamashtmi today . I can see a number of Bal Kanahiyas here. We are 

fortunate to have in our cultural and historical heritage from a Sudarshan 

Chakradhari Mohan to Charkhadhari Mohan. 

From the ramparts of Red Fort, on behalf of our 125 crore 

countrymen, I bow and pay respects to all those men and women who have 

sacrificed their lives, who have undergone immense sufferings and made 

sacrifices for the independence, glory and pride of the country. 

Sometimes, natural calamities are a big challenge for us. A good 

monsoon contributes immensely to the prosperity of the country. 

However, due to climate change, sometimes it turns into a natural calamity.  

Several parts of the country faced natural calamities recently. Besides our 

innocent children lost their lives in a hospital. Our 125 crore countrymen 

stand shoulder to shoulder with them in this hour of crisis and grief. I 

61

th71  Independence Day - 2017



assure the countrymen that in this hour of crisis we shall leave no stone 

unturned to ensure the wellbeing of all. 

My dear countrymen, this year is a special year for independent 

India. We commemorated 75 years of Quit India Movement last week. This 

year we are also commemorating the centenary of Champaran Satyagrah 

and the Sabarmati Ashram. The centenary of Lokmanya Tilak's call   

“Swaraj is my birth right” falls this year as well. The year marks the 125th 

Anniversary of the Ganesh Utsav which led to the rise of community 

awakening through the celebrations. It inspires us to dedicate ourselves to 

a cause for the country.  A collective resolve of the citizens was visible 

during 1942 to 1947 across the country which forced the British to Quit 

India within a span of five years. We will have to exhibit the same resolve 

from now  on in the 70th year of independence to 2022, the 75th year of 

independence. 

We now have five years before we reach the 75th year of our 

independence. Our united resolve, strength and determination to work 

hard remembering the memory of our great patriots will help us to build an 

India of their dreams by 2022. Therefore, we have to take the country 

forward with a pledge to build a New India. 

We are aware of the power of the collective resolve, hard work, 

sacrifice and devotion of our 125 crore citizens. Lord Krishna was 

immensely powerful, but it is only when the milkmen came out with sticks 

in his support that they could lift the Govardhan parvat. When Lord Rama 
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had to go to Lanka, the monkeys of vanar sena came to his help, Ramsetu 

was built and Lord Rama could reach Lanka. Then there was Mohandas 

Karamchand Gandhi, who empowered his countrymen to weave the fabric 

of independence with cotton and spinning wheel.  

The collective resolve and strength of the people got freedom for 

our country. No one is small or big. We have in our memory the story of 

squirrel which became an agent of change. That's why we must remember 

that no one among the 125 billion people is either small or big – everyone is 

equal.  

If each one of us, irrespective of where he belongs to, strives with a 

new resolve, a new energy, a new strength, we can change the face of the 

country with our combined strength in the 75th year of our independence 

in 2022. It will be the New India – a secure, prosperous and strong nation. A 

New India where there is equal opportunity for all; where modern science 

and technology play an important role in bringing glory for the nation in 

the global arena.  

Our freedom movement is linked to our sentiments. We know it 

well that at the time of the freedom movement, the teacher who was 

engaged in teaching, the farmer who was tilling his land, the laborer who 

was working – all of them knew in their hearts that whatever they were 

doing, was contributing towards the independence of the country. This 

idea is a great source of strength. In the family, food is prepared everyday 

but it becomes 'prasad' only when it is offered to the deity. 

We are working, but if we do so in the spirit of working for the 
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glory of mother India, for the divinity of mother India, if we do it to rid our 

countrymen of poverty, if we do it to properly weave our social fabric, if we 

discharge our duties with feelings towards the country, if we do it with a 

sense of devotion to country, if we do our work by dedicating it to the 

country, then the achievements will be much more. That is why we should 

move forward with this spirit.  

January 1, 2018 will not be an ordinary day – those born in this 

century will start turning 18. For these people, this is a decisive year of their 

lives. They are going to be the creator of the destiny (Bhagya Vidhata) of our 
stnation in the 21  century. I heartily welcome all these youth, honour them 

and offer my respects to them. You have an opportunity to shape the 

destiny of our country. A proud nation invites you to become a part of its 

developmental journey. 

My dear countrymen,  

When Arjuna was posing a lot of queries to Lord Krishna in the 

battlefield of Kurukshetra, then Krishna told Arjuna that you achieve goals 

as per your thinking and beliefs. We have a strong determination, we are 

committed for a brighter India. We, who have grown up with a state of 

hopelessness, have to reject the feeling of despair and must now march 

ahead with confidence. 

We have to leave this 'Chalta Hai' attitude. We have to think of 

'Badal Sakta Hai'- this attitude will help us as a nation. We should have this 

confidence that with sacrifice and hard work and a resolve to do something, 

we will get necessary resources and the ability to do it and then a big 

transformation will happen, and our resolve will convert into 
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accomplishment.  

Brothers and 

sisters,           

It is natural for 

our countrymen to 

think of our safety and 

security. Our country, 

our  mi l i tary ,  our  

b r a v e - h e a r t s ,  o u r  

uniformed forces, be it 

any force, not just the 

army, air force or navy, 

all the uniformed forces, whenever they were called upon to do so, they 

showed their valour, their strength; our brave-hearts never turned their 

back in making the supreme sacrifice. Be it Left-Wing-Extremism, be it 

terrorism, be it infiltrators, be it the elements fomenting trouble inside our 

country- the uniformed forces of our country have made extreme sacrifices. 

And when the surgical strike was carried out, then the world had to 

acknowledge India's capability and strength.  

My dear countrymen,  

India's security is our priority. Be it our coast line or our borders, 

the space or the cyberspace, India is capable of ensuring its own security 

and strong enough to ward off any threats against the country.

My beloved countrymen, 

Those who have looted the nation and looted the poor are not able 

to sleep peacefully today. Due to this, the confidence of the hardworking 

and honest person is increasing. An honest man now feels that his honesty 

matters. Today, we are celebrating a festival of honesty and there is no place 

for dishonesty. This gives us new hope. 

The law against Benami property was lying in limbo for years. 

Now, we have come up with a law against Benami Property. In such a short 

time, the government has confiscated Benami properties worth over Rs.800 

crores. When these things happen, the common man develops faith that the 

country is for the honest persons. 

The 'One Rank - One Pension' policy for our defence forces was 
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stuck up for 30-40 years. Our government implemented it. When we fulfill 

the aspirations of our soldiers, then their morale goes high and their resolve 

to protect the nation grows manifold. 

The country has many states and a Central Government. GST has 

shown the spirit of cooperative federalism and has given competitive 

cooperative federalism a new strength. The success of GST can be 

attributed to the hard work that has been put in to make it a success. 

Technology has made it look like a miracle. The global community is 

surprised how we were able to roll out GST in such a short time. It is a 

reflection of our capability and helps in building the confidence and faith of 

the future generations. 

New systems are emerging. Today roads are being built at twice 

the speed. The railway tracks are being laid at double the speed. More than 

14 thousand villages that were hitherto shrouded in darkness even after 

Independence, have been provided with electricity. Bank accounts of 29 

crore people have been opened, more than 9 crore farmers have got Soil 

Health Card. More than 2 crore poor mothers and sisters are no longer 

using the fuel wood and using LPG gas stove NOW. The poor tribals have 

gained faith in the system. The person at the last mile of development now 

joins the mainstream and the nation is marching ahead. 

Loans worth more than 8 crore have been sanctioned without 

guarantee to the youth for self-employment. The interest on bank loans 
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have been lowered. Inflation is under control. If a person belonging to the 

middle-class wants to build his house, then he gets a loan at a lower rate of 

interest. In this way, the country is moving forward and people are joining 

the movement.

The times have changed. The government is determined to do all it 

says, like doing away with the interview process. 

In the labour sector alone, even a small businessman had to fill up 

to 50-60 forms, but we have now made it more convenient by reducing it to 

just 5-6 forms. I can provide many such instances of Good Governance, 

simplifying the process of Governance. By reiterating this we have 

enforced faster decision making. And that is why 125 crore countrymen 

have been able to repose faith in our governance.  

Dear Countrymen, 

India today has gained in stature across the globe. You will be 

happy to know that we are not alone in our fight against terrorism. Many 

nations are proactively supporting us. 

Be it Hawala, or any inputs related to terrorism, the global 

community is supporting us with critical information. We have joined 

hands with other nations in the combined fight against terrorism. I extend 

my heartfelt greetings to all those countries who are standing in solidarity 

with us and acknowledge our prowess. 

For the development and progress of Jammu & Kashmir, its 

prosperity, and fulfilment of the aspirations of the citizens, not only the 

J&K government, but we as responsible citizens also have a responsibility. 

We are committed to restore the state to its former glory so as to experience 

the paradise that it was, once again. 
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On Kashmir there is rhetoric and politics. But I am clear in my 

belief on how to win the war against separatism, which is spread by a 

handful of people. The problem will be solved neither by abuse or bullets - 

it will be solved by embracing all Kashmiris. Such is the legacy of 125 crore 

Indians. Hence, neither by abuse nor by bullets, change will come by 

embracing all. And we are moving forward with this resolve.   

We shall take strict steps against terrorism. There is no question of 

being soft on terrorism or terrorists. We have been asking the extremists to 

join the mainstream. Democracy provides an equal opportunity and rights 

to be heard for all. The process of engagement can take place only by their 

joining the mainstream. 

I deeply appreciate the efforts of security forces in curbing the Left 

Wing extremism which mobilized a lot of youth from these regions to 

surrender and joined the mainstream.

Security forces are keeping a tight vigil on our borders. I am 

delighted to announce that today the Indian Government is launching a 

website which will give an account of the valour of the Gallantry Award 

winners.  A portal is also being launched which aims to provide the entire 

details of these brave hearts who have brought pride to the nation. The 

story of sacrifices made will certainly inspire the younger generations. 

With the help of technology, we are trying to promote honesty and 

transparency in the country.  Our fight against black money will continue; 

our fight against corruption will continue. With the intervention of 

technology, slowly we are trying to link Aadhaar with the system.  We have 

been successful in infusing transparency in the system. People from around 

the world have appreciated this model and have been studying it.
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A common man living thousands of kilometres away can now 

supply his products to the Government. He doesn't need any middle man. 

We have launched a portal called “GEM”. The Government is making 

procurement through this portal. We have been successful in bringing 

transparency at various levels.  

Brothers and Sisters, 

Implementation of Government schemes are gaining momentum. 

When a work is delayed, it is not only the project that is delayed. It is not a 

matter of expenditure of money. When a work is stalled, the poor families 

are the ones who suffer the most.  

We can reach the planet Mars within 9 months; we are capable of 

achieving that.  

I review Government Projects every month. A specific project 

came to my notice. It was a 42-year old project. 70-72 kilometres of Railway 

lines were to be laid, but the project was lying in limbo for the last 42 years.   

My brothers and sisters,  

When a country that is capable of reaching Mars within 9 months, 

how is it possible that it is not able to lay 70-72 Kilometres railway lines for 

42 long years. It sets in doubts in the minds of the poor. We have taken care 

of all these things. We 

have been striving to 

bring in the changes 

through technology. 

Whether it is Geo-

Technology or Space-

Technology, we have 

tried to link all these 

technologies to bring 

in transformation. 

Y o u  m u s t  

have seen that there 

was a t ime when 

tens ion  preva i led  

between the Centre 

and the States for Urea 
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and Kerosene. The Centre was like an elder brother while the State was 

treated like a younger brother. I have been a Chief Minister for a long time 

and I know the importance of states in the development of the country. I 

know the importance of the Chief Ministers and the State Governments. 

Hence , we laid emphasis on Co-operative Federalism. Now we are moving 

towards a Competitive Co-operative Federalism. You must have seen that 

we are taking all the decisions together.  

You may recall that one of our Prime Ministers in his address from 

the ramparts of Red Fort had talked about the poor state of affairs of the 

power supply companies of the country. He expressed his concerns over 

the issue. Today with the “UDAY” Yojana, we have worked together to 

resolve the issues with these power companies. It is a concrete example of 

federalism in its real sense. 

Whether it is GST or Smart City Project, whether it is Swachh 

Bharat Abhiyan, or construction of toilets, or ease of doing business, all 

these are being accomplished by working together shoulder to shoulder 

with the States.  

My dear fellow countrymen,  

In the New India, the biggest strength is democracy. But we have 

reduced our democracy to mere ballot boxes. However, democracy cannot 

be confined only to ballot boxes.  Hence our resolve is to see to it that we 

have a democracy in New India, where people are not driven by the system, 

rather the system is driven by the people. Such a democracy should become 

the identity of New India and we want to move towards that direction.  

Lokmanya Tilak Ji had said “Swaraj is my birthright”.  In 

Independent India our Mantra should be “Good Governance is my 

birthright”. 'Suraja' or Good Governance should be our collective 

responsibility.  The citizens should fulfil their duties and the Government 

too should discharge its responsibilities.  

When we move from “Swaraj” to “Suraja”, the citizens do not lag 

behind. For example, when I called upon the countrymen to give up gas 

subsidy, the nation responded as a whole. I have spoken about cleanliness. 

Now people are joining hands from every part of the country to take up this 

cleanliness drive forward.  

When demonetization was announced, the world was surprised. 
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People thought that this was the end of Modi. But the way our 125 crore 

countrymen had shown patience and faith, we were able to take one after 

another step in our drive against corruption. 

With this new practice of people's participation, our effort to take 

the country forward with people's involvement will help us to reach our 

goal. 

My dear fellow countrymen,  

Lal Bahadur Shastri had given the slogan “Jai Jawan Jai Kisan.”  

Our farmers have not looked back since then. They are now producing 

record harvests and scaling new heights despite facing natural adversities. 

There has been a record production of pulses this year.  

My dear brothers and sisters,  

India never had the tradition to import pulses and if it had to 

import on rare occasions, it was only a few thousand tons. This year when 

they produced 16 lakh tons of pulses to provide nutrition to the poor, the 

government took the historic step of encouraging them by buying their 

produce. 

Pradhan Mantri  Fasal Bima Yojna has provided a security cover to 

our farmers. Three years back, this scheme which was running under a 

different name earlier, covered only 3.25 crore farmers. Now over a short 

span of three years more farmers have been brought under its ambit. The 

number is soon going to touch the 5.75 crore mark. 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna aims to meet the demand of 

water of the farmers. If my farmers get water, they can produce rich 

harvests from their fields. That is why I had made some announcements 

from the ramparts of Red Fort on the last Independence Day. Out of those, 

we have completed 21 projects and remaining 50 would be completed soon. 

I have resolved to complete 99 big projects. By completing those 99 big 

projects before 2019, we shall fulfill our commitment. We cannot change the 

lot of our farmers until we hand hold him from procuring seeds to ensure 

that his produce reaches the market. For this we need infrastructure and 

supply chain. Every year vegetables, fruits and grains worth lakhs of crores 

of rupees are wasted. In order to change the situation, the government has 

encouraged Foreign Direct Investment in food processing sector. 

Government of India has launched 'Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojna' 
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to encourage infrastructure building. Due to this, systems shall be put in 

place that will ensure hand-holding of the farmers from supplying seeds to 

marketing his produce. Such arrangements will usher in a new change in 

the lives of crores of our farmers. 

With the changes in demand and technology, the nature of jobs in 

our country has been changing. The Government has launched several new 

initiatives in the employment related schemes and also in the manner in 

which the training is imparted for the development of human resource 
staccording to the needs of the 21  century. We have launched a massive 

program to provide collateral free loans to the youth. Our youth should 

become independent, he should get the employment, he should become the 

provider of employment. Over the past three years, 'Pradhanmantri Mudra 

Yojana' has led to millions and millions of youth becoming self-dependent. 

It's not just that, one youth is providing employment to one, two or three 

more people.  

In the education sector, we have taken an important step to grant 

the universities freedom from restrictions to make them the world class 

universities. We have asked 20 universities to decide their own destiny. The 

government will not interfere in their functioning. Besides, the government 

is willing to provide funds up to Rs. 1,000 crores.  We have appealed to 

them and I am confident that the education institutions of our country will 

certainly come forward and make it a success.  

Over the last three years, we have set up 6 IITs, 7 new IIMs and 8 

new IIITs and we have also done the groundwork for linking the education 

with job opportunities.  

My mothers and sisters, the women in the families seek 

employment in large numbers.  And therefore we have taken a very 

important step to reform the labour laws to provide them the employment 

opportunities in the night also.  

Our mothers and sisters are an integral unit of our families. Their 

contribution in making our future is extremely important. And that is why 

we have decided to increase the paid maternity leave to 26 weeks from the 

earlier 12 weeks. 

In the context of women empowerment, I'd like to honour those 

sisters who have been forced to lead a very difficult life due to 'Triple Talaq'. 

72



There is no recourse for them, and such victims of 'Triple Talaq' have 

launched a massive movement in the country.  They shook the conscience 

of the intellectual class of the country, the media of the country also helped 

them and a movement against 'Triple Talaq' was started in the  country. I 

heartily commend those sisters who have launched this movement, who 

have been fighting against the 'Triple Talaq' and I'm confident that the 

country will help them in this struggle. The country will help these mothers 

and sisters in securing this right. India will fully support them and they will 

ultimately achieve success in this very important step in the direction of 

women empowerment; I am fully confident about this. 

My dear countrymen,  

Sometimes in the name of faith, some people due to lack of patience 

end up destroying the social fabric. The country is governed by peace, 

harmony and unity. The poison of casteism and communalism can never 

benefit the country. This is the land of Gandhi and Buddha, we have to 

move forward taking everyone along. This is a part of our country's culture 

and tradition. We have to successfully carry it forward, and that is why in 

the name of faith, violence cannot be allowed.

If something happens to a patient in a hospital and the hospital is 

burnt down; some accident happens and the vehicles are burnt down; 

people launch a movement and the public property is burnt down; is it for a 

free India?  It is the property of 125 crore Indians. Whose cultural legacy is 

this? This is our cultural legacy, the legacy of 125 crore people. Whose faith 

is this? This is our faith, the faith of 125 crore people; and that is why the 

path of violence in the name of faith can never succeed in this country. The 

country will never accept this. And that is why I'd like to appeal to all the 

countrymen that at that time our motto was 'Bharat Chodo' and today's 

slogan is 'Bharat Jodo'. We have to take everyone and every section of the 

society along to take the country forward.  

In order to build a prosperous India, we need a strong economy, 

balanced development and next generation infrastructure. Only then, we  

can realise the India of our dreams. 

Brothers and sisters,  

We have taken innumerable decisions over the past three years. 

Some have been noticed, while the rest may not have been noticed. But one 
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thing is important - when you move towards big changes, you will face 

hurdles. But look at the working style of this government; when a train 

crosses a railway station and changes the track, the speed needs to be 

reduced from 60 to 30. The speed of the train decreases while changing the 

track. We are trying to put the whole country on a new track without 

decreasing the speed. We have maintained the speed.  

We may have brought a number of new laws and systems such as 

the GST, but we have successfully accomplished the task and the work goes 

on. 

We have laid emphasis on infrastructure.  We have invested lot of 

funds for building the infrastructure – from modernization of the railway 

station in a small town, to build an Airport, to expand water-ways or 

roadways, to form a gas-grid or a water-grid or to lay down an optical fibre 

network. We are emphasising on all types of modern infrastructure.

My dear countrymen, 

The prosperity of Eastern India is required for India's forward 

movement into the 21st century. It has tremendous potential, rich human 

resources, immense natural wealth, work force and it has the power to 

change lives. We are devoting significant attention to eastern India- Bihar, 

Assam, West Bengal, Odisha, and the Northeast. These parts have to grow 

further. These are abundant in natural resources and are striving hard to 

take the country to new heights. 

Brothers and sisters,  

Making India corruption-free is an important task and we are 

trying to provide impetus to it. After forming the government, our first task 

was to constitute an SIT. Today, after three years, I want to tell the 

countrymen proudly that we have confiscated black money worth Rs. 1.25 

lakh crores, the culprits would be brought to book and forced to surrender.  

Demonetization followed this move. We have achieved several 

milestones through demonetization. The hidden black money has been 

brought into the formal economy. You must have seen that we used to 

extend the days from 7 days to 10 days to 15 days; sometimes we allowed 

the old notes at the petrol pump, at the chemist shops, and sometimes at the 

railway stations, because our intention was to bring all money into the 

formal banking system and we achieved success in completing the task. 
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According to the research conducted by outside experts, about Rs.3 lakh 

crores that had never come into the banking system before, has been 

brought into the system after the demonetization. 

More than Rs. 1.75 lakh crores deposited in the banks is under the 

scanner. Black money worth Rs. 2 lakh crore had to be deposited in the 

banks and this system has forced them to be accountable. It has also 

stopped the flow of black money. The number of new taxpayers filing 

income tax returns from April 01 to August 05 is 56 lakhs while in the same 

period last year only 22 lakh filed the returns.. In a way it has more than 

doubled. This is the result of our fight against black money. 

Over 18 lakh people have been identified, whose income is much 

higher than what their declared income and therefore they have to clarify 

this. Around 4.5 lakh people have now come forward and are trying to 

trade the right path after accepting their mistakes. One lakh people, who 

had neither heard of Income Tax nor paid Income Tax, have now been 

forced to do so. 

Brothers and sisters,  

In our country, we tend to indulge in endless debates and 

discussions following the shutdown of companies.  People start 

speculating about economic meltdown and what not.  

You will be surprised to know that black marketers used to own 

shell companies. Post demonetization, the reports from data mining 

astonishingly revealed that there are 3 lakh shell companies dealing in 

Hawala transactions. Can anyone imagine? Out of these 3 lakh shell 

companies, registration of 1.75 lakh companies were cancelled.   

Even if five companies shut shop in India, there is huge public 

outcry. And here, we have closed one lakh Seventy five thousand 

companies. The looters of nation's wealth will have to answer.  We have 

accomplished this task. 

You will be surprised to know that there are some shell companies 

operating from a single address. As many as 400 companies have been 

found to be operating from one address.  There was no one to question 

them. There was a total collusion.  

Therefore, Brothers and sisters, I have waged a big war against 
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corruption and black money. We are fighting corruption - for the bright 

future of India and the wellbeing of our people.  

Brothers and sisters, 

We have taken several steps and I am sure that post GST, it will 

increase further and bring in transparency. Today a truck driver on an 

average is able to save 30% of his travel time from one point to another after 

GST was introduced. Hundreds of crores of rupees have been saved due to 

removal of check posts. This amounts to 30% increase in his efficiency. Can 

you imagine what it means to accomplish 30% more efficiency in the Indian 

transportation sector? GST has brought this revolutionary change.  

My dear countrymen,  

Today due to demonetization, banks have enough liquidity. Banks 

are reducing their interest rates. Even a common man is able to access 

inflow of funds through Mudra. He is getting opportunities to stand on his 

feet. The middle class and the underprivileged who aspire to have their 

own homes someday, are getting loans from the banks at low interest rates. 

Such moves are giving a fillip to the economic growth of the country.  

My dear countrymen,  

Time has changed. We are in the 21st Century. Our country boasts 

of the world's largest youth population. 

India is known in the world for its prowess in IT and Digital World. 

Should we still remain in the old mind-set? There was a time when leather 

coins were in vogue, but gradually they ceased to exist. Today we have 

paper-currency. Slowly this paper-currency will be replaced by the digital 

currency. We should lead from the front to make a move towards Digital 

transactions. We should adopt BHIM App for transactions and make it a 

part of our economic activities. We should also work through prepaid 

systems. I am happy that there has been an increase in Digital transactions. 

It has increased by 34% compared to last year while the prepaid 

transactions have gone up by  44%. We should move towards a less-cash 

economy.  

My Dear Countrymen, some schemes of the Government are 

meant for ensuring savings for the common man. If you use LED bulbs, you 

can save Rs.2000 to Rs. 5000 per year. If we succeed in Swachh Bharat, poor 
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will be able to save Rs. 7000 on medicines that they would otherwise have 

spent. Curbing inflation has helped people in saving money in a way.  

Cheap medicines through Jan Aushadhi Kendras are a boon to the 

poor. There used to be a lot of expenditure on operations and stents. We are 

striving to make it possible for knee operations as well. We are striving to 

minimize this expenditure for the poor and the middle class.  

Earlier there used to be Dialysis only at the State capitals. Now we 

have decided to open Dialysis Centres at district level. We have already 

opened this facility in 350 to 400 districts where free Dialysis services are 

available for the poor.  

We can take pride in the fact that we have developed various 

systems to showcase to the world. We have been able to develop the 

'NAVIC Navigation System' through GPS. We have helped the 

neighbouring countries by successfully launching SAARC Satellite.  

We asserted our supremacy in the world by introducing Tejas 

aircraft. BHIM Aadhaar App for digital transaction has come as a surprise 

to the world. Crores of RuPay Cards are now available in the country. 

When all the cards will be operational, it will be the largest number of cards 

in the world.  

My dear countrymen, I shall urge you to take up the New India 

Pledge and move ahead.  Our scriptures say, “अनियत काल:, अनियत कालः 

प्रभुत्यो विपलवन्ते, प्रभुत्यो विपलवन्ते”.  It implies that, if we 

don't accomplish a work within the stipulated time then we shall not be 

able to get the desired results. So for the 'Team India', for the 125 crore 

countrymen, we have to take the pledge to achieve the goal by 2022.  

We will do it with dedication to see a great, majestic India by 2022.   

So we will together build such an India where the poor will have 

Pucca House with electricity and water.  

Together we will build such an India where the farmers can sleep 

without worry. They will earn double by 2022 of what they are earning 

today. 

Together we will build such an India where the youth, the women 

will have enough opportunities to fulfil their dreams. 
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Together we will build such an India which will be free from 

terrorism, communalism and casteism. 

Together we will build such an India where nobody will 

compromise with corruption and nepotism.

Together we will build such an India which will be clean and 

healthy, and where the dream of Su-Raj will be fulfilled. 

And that is why my dear fellow countrymen, we will together 

strive to move ahead in this march towards development.  

Let all of us march together with the dream of a building an India of 

grandeur and majesty as we wait for the 75th year of independence after 

completing 70 years of Independence in the next five years.  

With this thought in mind I once again bow my head before the 

heroes of our freedom movement. I bow my head before the new 

confidence and passion of my 125 crore countrymen and I call upon Team 

India to march on with this new pledge.  

With this thought I convey my hearty congratulations to all of you. 

Bharat Mata Ki Jai, Vande Matram, Jai Hind

Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind

Bharat Mata Ki Jai, Bharat Mata Ki Jai, Bharat Mata Ki Jai,

Vande Matram, Vande Matram, Vande Matram, Vande Matram,

Thanking you all.

 

 ****
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PM's Independence Day Speech 2017

Highlights in English

The Prime Minster, 

Shri Narendra Modi 

today addressed the 

n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

ramparts of the Red 

Fort on the 71th 

Independence Day. 

Following are the 

highlights from his 

speech:

1. Greetings to my 

fellow Indians on 

I n d e p e n d e n c e  

Day.

2. For the freedom and glory of the country, those who have contributed, 

those who suffered and sacrificed their lives, I salute all those noble 

souls, mothers and sisters on behalf of 125 crore people of the country 

from the ramparts of the Red Fort.

3. We remember the great women and men who worked hard for India's 

freedom.

4. People of India stand shoulder to shoulder with those affected in the 

wake of natural disasters in parts of the country & the death of children 

in the hospital.

5. This is a special year- 75th anniversary of Quit India, 100th anniversary 

of Champaran Satyagraha, 125th anniversary of Ganesh Utsav.

6. The Quit India Movement was “Bharat Chhodo,” but the call today is 

“Bharat Jodo.”

7. We have to take the country ahead with the determination of creating a 

'New India'.

8. From 1942 to 1947, the country had demonstrated collective strength, 

in the coming 5 years, we have to take the country forward with the 

same collective strength, commitment and hard work.

9. In our nation, there is no one big or small...everybody is equal. 

Together we can bring a positive change in the nation.

10. We have to move forward for making a New India with the collective 

strength of 125 crore people without any discrimination of small and 
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big people.

11. 1st January 2018 will not be an ordinary day- those born in this century 

will start turning 18. They are Bhagya Vidhatas of our nation.

12. We have to leave this 'Chalta Hai' attitude. We have to think of 'Badal 

Sakta Hai'- this attitude will help us as a nation.

13. The country has changed, is changing and can change. We have to 

move forward with this belief and commitment.

14. Security of the country is our priority. Internal security is our priority. 

Whether it is our oceans or borders, cyber world or space for all kind of 

security India is capable to defeat all such inimical forces.

15. Our uniformed forces have achieved the pinnacle of sacrifice in 

fighting left-wing extremism, terrorism, infiltration and elements 

disturbing peace. The world had to recognise the strength of India and 

it clout in the surgical strike.

16. One rank, One Pension policy has boosted the morale of our security 

forces.

17. Those who have looted the nation and looted the poor are not able to 

sleep peacefully today.

18. No law was passed for those having Benami property for years. 

However after the recent passage of the Benami Act, within a short 

span of time, government has unearthed Benami property worth Rs. 

800 crores when these things happen, common men feel that this 

country is for the honest people.

19. Today, we are celebrating the “festival of honesty”.

20. GST has shown the spirit of cooperative federalism. The nation has 

come together to 

support GST & 

t h e  r o l e  o f  

technology has 

also helped.

21. Today, the poor 

of the country is 

joining the main 

stream and the 

c o u n t r y  i s  

moving torwards 

t h e  p a t h  o f  

progress.

22. G o o d  

governance is 

about speed and 
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simplification of processes.

23. India's stature in the world is rising. The world is with us in fighting the 

menace of terror. I thank all nations helping us doing so.

24. We have to work for the progress of Jammu and Kashmir.

25. There is no question of being soft of terrorism or terrorists.

26. Neither by bullet: nor by abuses but by embracing we can solve the 

problem of Kashmir.

27. Our fight against black money and corruption will continue. We are 

trying to bring transparency through technology.

28. There is no question of being soft on terrorism or terrorists.

29. People would be the driving force behind the establishment, rather 

than the other way around – Tantra se Lok nahin, Lok se tantra chalega.

30. New India will be the biggest strength of democracy.

31. Nature of job is changing with changing demand and changing 

technology.

32. We are nurturing our youngsters to be job creators and not job seekers.

33. I want to mention those women who have to suffer due to 'Triple 

Talaq'- I admire their courage. We are with them in their struggles.

34. India is about Shanti, Ekta and Sadbhavana. Casteism and 

communalism will not help us.

35. Violence in the name of 'Astha' is not something to be happy about, it 

will not be accepted in India.

36. The country is being run by peace, unity and harmony. It is our 

civilisation and culture to take everybody along.

37. We are taking the nation on a new track (of development) and are 

moving ahead with speed.

38. We are devoting significant attention to eastern India- Bihar, Assam, 

West Bengal, Odisha, Northeast. These parts have to grow further.

39. Our farmers have worked hard to ensure a Record foodgrain 

production.

40. Over 5.75 crore farmers have been covererd under Pradhan Mantri 

Fasal Beema Yojaana.

41. Under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, 30 projects have been 

completed while work is on for 50 more projects.

42. Under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samapada Yojana we are providing 

handholding to the farmers from availing seeds to accessing the 

markets for their produce.

43. More than 14000 un-electrified villages have been electrified.

44. 29 crore JanDhan accounts opened.

45. More than 8 crore youth have received loans without any guarantee.
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46. We are fighting corruption - for the bright future of India and the 

wellbeing of our people.

47. Our fight against black money and corruption will continue and move 

forward and the loot in the country will not be allowed.

48. Our strive for a Corruption Free India has yielded results.

49. Black money worth Rs. 1.25 lakh crore has been unearthed.

50. Over 1.75 lakh fake companies have been shut down.

51. Post GST savings and efficiency in transportation sector has increased. 

Efficiency has gone up by 30 percent.

52. More money has come to the banks due to demonetization which will 

give impetus to the economy.

53. Our country has the world's largest youth population. Today is the era 

of IT and let's move ahead on the path of digital transaction.

54. Let us lead from front, promote digital economy and adopt the Bhim 

App.

55. We have moved from Co-operative Federalism to Competitive Co-

operative federalism.

56. It had been said in the old scriptures that if a work is not completed on 

time, one does not get the desired results.

57. For the Team India it is the right time to commit for a New India.

58. We shall build together an India, where the poor will have concrete 

houses with water and electricity connection.

59. We will build such an India, where the farmers will have a peaceful 

sleep without any worry. He will earn double than what he is earning 

today.

60. Our resolve is to build an India, which provides all the opportunities to 

the youth and women to fulfill their dreams.

61. Our resolve is to build such an India, free from terrorism, 

communalism and casteism.

62. We will build together an India, where there will be no place for 

nepotism and corruption.

63. We will build together such an India, which will be clean, healthy and 

fulfill the dream of self-rule (Swaraj).

64. We aspire to build a Divya and Bhavya Bharat.

***
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The country will not stop, it will not bow down, 
this country will not get tired: Narendra Modi

My dear countrymen, I convey my best wishes to all of you on this 

auspicious occasion of Independence Day. Today, the country is brimming 

with self-confidence. The country is scaling new heights by working 

extremely hard, with a resolve to realize its dreams. Today's dawn has 

brought a new spirit, a new enthusiasm, a new zeal and a new energy with 

it.

 My dear countrymen, in our country, there is a Neelakurinji flower 

which blooms once every 12 years. This year, Neelakurinji is in full bloom 

on the hills of Southern Nilgiri like the Ashok Chakra (the wheel of Ashoka) 

in the Tricolour on our Independence Day.

My dear countrymen, we are celebrating this festival of 

independence at a time when our daughters from the states of 

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh, have come back after circumnavigating the seven seas. They have 

returned after unfurling the Tricolour in the seven seas, colouring their 

waters with the hues of our Tricolor.

My dear countrymen, we are celebrating this festival of 

independence at a time when the Mount Everest has been conquered many 

times; several brave-hearts and many of our daughters have unfurled the 

Tricolour atop the Mount Everest. However, during this festival of 

independence, I will remember our young tribal children from remote 
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forest areas, who have unfurled the Tricolour on the Mount Everest, further 

enhancing its glory.

My dear countrymen, the sessions of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya 

Sabha have concluded recently, and you would have seen that the 

proceedings were conducted in a very orderly manner, and in a way, they 

were entirely dedicated to the cause of social justice.

 Displaying utmost sensitivity and alertness, our Parliament has 

made the social justice framework stronger to protect the interests of the 

weaker sections of society – be it a Dalit, a deprived or exploited person or 

women. 

The demand to confer constitutional status on the OBC 

Commission had existed for years. This time, our Parliament has accorded 

Constitutional status to this Commission, and in doing so, has made an 

efforts to   protect the interests of the Backward and the Most Backward 

classes.

Today, we are celebrating the festival of independence at a time 

when news reports have brought  in a new consciousness in the country. 

Today, every Indian, living in any nook and corner of the world, takes pride 

in the fact that India has become the sixth largest economy of the world. We 

are celebrating this Independence Day in a positive atmosphere amidst 

such positive chain of events.

Under the leadership of respected Bapu, lakhs of people sacrificed 

their lives and spent their youth in prisons to win freedom for our country. 

Many great revolutionaries embraced the gallows bravely. Today on behalf 

of my countrymen, I pay homage to those brave freedom fighters and 

salute them from the bottom of my heart. Our soldiers and Paramilitary 

forces lay down their lives to uphold the dignity of the tricolour that 

inspires us to hold our heads high through life and death. Our Police forces 
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serve the country day and night to provide safety and security to the 

people.

From the ramparts of the Red Fort with the Tricolour as witness, I 

salute all the soldiers of the army, the para-military forces and the police for 

their dedicated service, valour and hard work. My best wishes are always 

with them.

These days, we are receiving the news of good rainfall as well as 

floods from different parts of the country. I want to reassure the people who 

have lost their loved ones and are in distress, that the country is with them 

in their hour of crisis to help them overcome this difficult situation. I share 

the grief of those who have lost their near and dear ones in this natural 

calamity.

My dear countrymen,

The next year will mark 100 years of the Jallianwallah Bagh 

massacre. Our masses had sacrificed their lives for the country's freedom at 

a time when atrocities had crossed all limits. The Jallianwallah Bagh 

incident reminds us of the sacrifices made by the brave hearts and is an 

inspiration to us. I salute all the brave people from the depths of my heart.

My dear countrymen,

Our freedom has come at a price. Under the leadership of Bapu and 

the revolutionaries, many heroes, many satyagrahis, brave men and 

women and youth participated in the freedom struggle of the country. 

While striving for the country's freedom, they suffered imprisonment and 

spent the prime of their youth in jails, yet they nurtured the dreams of a 

glorious India even through all the suffering.

Many years ago, the national poet from Tamil Nadu, 
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Subramaniam Bharti  translated his vision of the country into words

– ( “Ellarum amarnillai aaedumnaan

      muraiai India ulagirakku allikkum”).

What was the dream that he envisioned after Independence?  

Subramania Bharti said that India will show the way for the entire world to 

break free from every form of bondage. 

My dear countrymen,

After Independence, in order to realize the dreams of such great 

personalities, to meet the aspirations of freedom fighters and to fulfill the 

hopes and expectations of the citizens of the country, India drafted an 

inclusive Constitution under the leadership of respected Baba Saheb 

Ambedkar ji.  This inclusive Constitution is the harbinger of a resolve to 

build a New India.  It has brought with it some responsibilities for us and 

has also set a few boundaries on us. Our Constitution has been guiding us 

in realizing our dreams by stating that every section of the society and 

every geographical part of India must get an equal opportunity in the quest 

to forge ahead.

Dear brothers and sisters,

The Constitution also guides us to draw inspiration from our 

Tricolor. It indicates that we should ensure justice for the poor, equal 

opportunity for all to move ahead, our lower middle class, middle class and 

higher middle class should not face any obstacle in their growth, the 

Government should not come in the way, social systems should not curb 

their dreams. We should create an enabling environment that provides 

them maximum opportunities to grow and blossom, and they should be 
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allowed to flourish 

without limitation.

B e  i t  o u r  

elderly, differently-

abled, our women, 

m a r g i n a l i z e d  o r  

deprived people, or 

our Adivasi brethren 

living in the forests, 

everyone must get an 

opportunity to grow, as per their hopes and aspirations. We aspire for an 

India that is strong and self-reliant, a nation that maintains a steady pace of 

progress, an India that keeps scaling new heights; an India that enjoys 

goodwill in the world.  Not only this, we want that India should also shine 

in the world – we want to build such an India. 

My dear countrymen, I have shared my vision for TEAM INDIA 

earlier too.   When 125 crore countrymen become partners, then each and 

every citizen joins us in the progress of the country. When 125 crore 

dreams, 125 crore resolves, 125 crore efforts, move in the right direction to 

attain desired goals then nothing is unattainable.

Dear brothers and sisters, with utmost humility and respect, I 

would like to share that in 2014, 125 crore citizens did not rest after voting 

for the Government.   The citizens did not stop at government formation, 

but worked to build the nation. They have come together, were together 

and will continue to be together.  I feel that this synergy of 125 crore active 

citizens from more than 6 lakhs villages is the real strength of our nation. 

Today, we celebrate the birth anniversary of Shri Aurobindo. He said 

something very pertinent – What is Nation? What is our Motherland?  It is 

not a mere piece of land, not just an identity, nor is it a figment of 

imagination. The Nation is a repository of a great force manifested through 

many organized units to give it a concrete shape. It is this thought of Sri 
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Aurobindo which is uniting the country 

and taking it ahead. That we are actually moving ahead is difficult to 

comprehend unless we know from where we started. If we don't look at 

from where we began our journey, it will not be possible to assess how far 

we have come. Precisely for this reason, if we consider 2013 as the base year 

and take into consideration the work that has been done in the last four 

years, you will be surprised to see the speed at which the country is moving 

and the pace at which the progress is being made. Take the case of toilets. If 

we had continued with the same speed of constructing toilets as in 2013, 

then to achieve 100% target would have taken decades.

If we talk about providing electricity to villages on the basis of 

work done in 2013, it would have taken a couple of more decades to 

accomplish this work. If we talk about providing smoke free LPG gas 

connection to the poor and to the poor mothers, at the rate in which it was 

done in 2013, it could not have been completed even in a 100 years. If we 

had maintained the speed of 2013 in laying optical fibre network in villages, 

then we would not have been able to accomplish the task for generations 

together. We will strive to maintain the same pace of development.

Brothers and sisters, the country has huge expectations, the 

country has a lot of requirements and to fulfill those, it is imperative for the 

central government and the state governments to work together steadily 

and continuously. Today, we can see a sea change in the country although 

the country is same, the soil is same, the wind is same, the sky is same, the 

sea is same, the government offices are same, the files are same and the 

decision making process remains the same. However, the country has been 

experiencing change for the last four years.  A new spirit, new energy, new 
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resolve, new determination and new inspiration is taking the country 

forward. This is why the country has doubled the pace of construction of 

the highways. The construction of new houses has gone up four times in the 

villages.  The food production in the country today has reached an all-time 

high; there has been a record production of mobile phones; the sale of 

tractors has touched a new high.  On the one hand, a record number of 

tractors are being bought by our farmers today, at the same time, the 

country has witnessed a record number of aeroplane purchases since 

independence.  Toilets are being built in schools; new IIMs, new IITs and 

new AIIMS are being established.  Giving momentum to Skill 

Development Missions, the country is setting up new centers in small 

towns.  At the same time, our tier-2 and tier-3 cities are being flooded with 

start-up enterprises, bringing regeneration.

Brothers and Sisters, Digital India is now making inroads into our 

villages.  As a government sensitive to the needs of people, efforts are being 

made to turn Digital India into a reality. At the same time, work is also 

progressing with the same dedication to compile dictionary and common 

signs for my differently-abled brothers and sisters. While on the one hand, 

our farmers are working on modern agricultural techniques like micro 

irrigation, drip irrigation and sprinklers, on the other hand, 99 big closed 

irrigation projects have also been revived. Our soldiers reach out to provide 

relief and rescue operations during natural calamities.  While our soldiers 

display exemplary courage in reaching out to rescue the people in 

difficulties, they have also shown a steely resolve to carry out surgical 

strikes and vanquish our enemies. 

Take a glance at the vast canvass of the development in our 

country- from one end to the other, one can witness the progress of the 

country that is moving ahead with new energy and enthusiasm. I hail from 

Gujarat.  There is a saying in Gujarati 'Nishan Chuk Maaf Lekin Nahi Maaf 
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Nichu Nishan' which means one should have big aims and dreams. 

However, for that, one has to strive hard and be answerable. But if the aims 

are not big, targets are not far-sighted, decisions are also not taken. 

Development comes to a halt. That is why my dear brothers and sisters, it is 

necessary for us to move ahead with big aims and resolve.  When targets 

are vague, when the spirit is not strong, then important decisions in our 

social life also get held up for years.  Take for instance the case of MSP - 

economists, farmer organizations, farmers as well as political parties had 

been demanding, that farmers should get an MSP which is one and a half 

times of their investment.  The matter was debated for years, files moved to 

and fro, and but was stuck. Finally, we took the decision.  We took a bold 

decision of giving the farmers the MSP which is one and half times their 

investment. 

There was unanimity on GST. Everyone wanted GST but they 

could not arrive at a decision because while on the subject, they were 

thinking in terms of their vested interests and whether this will translate 

into electoral gains.  Today, with the help of small traders, their open 

mindedness and their attitude of accepting the new, the country has 

implemented GST. A new found confidence has been generated in the 

business community.  The small entrepreneurs, small businessmen who 

faced teething difficulties in adopting GST, accepted the challenge and the 

country is now moving ahead.

Today, we have enacted laws on Insolvency and Bankruptcy to 

strengthen the banking sector. Who opposed them earlier?  Taking 

decisions requires conviction, force, confidence and complete dedication to 

the good of the common man. Why was the Benami property law not 

enforced earlier? The Benami property laws are implemented only when 

there is courage and a determination to do something for the country. The 

Jawans of our defence forces were demanding one-rank one-pension for 

several decades. They were not resorting to agitation because they are 

disciplined, but nobody was paying heed to their voices. Somebody 

needed to take a decision in this regard. You gave us the responsibility of 

taking this decision and we fulfilled it positively.

My dear brothers and sisters,

We are not the kind of people who work in the interest of the party. 

We are capable of taking tough decisions because national interest is 

topmost in our priority.

My dear brothers and sisters,

In this era of global economy, the entire world is looking at every 
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development in India - big or small, with deep interest and hope and 

expectations. You may recall the comments made about India prior to 2014, 

by eminent international institutions, top economists of the world, and by 

those considered authorities on the subject.  There was a time when the 

Indian economy was considered risky by experts. But now the same 

experts and the institutions have expressed confidence that our reform 

momentum has strengthened our economic fundamentals. How have 

things changed? There was a time when the world used to comment about 

red tape in India but now they talk about Red Carpet.  We have reached the 

100th spot in Ease of Doing Business ranking. Today, the entire world is 
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looking at this achievement with pride. There was a time when the world 

perceived India as a country with 'policy paralysis' and 'delayed reforms'. 

Old newspaper clippings confirm this view. However, today the world 

opinion about India has changed and they talk about our focus on reform, 

perform and transform. This follows from a series of time bound policy 

decisions.  There was a time when the world counted India among the 

'fragile five'. They were concerned that India was pulling down the world 

economy but now their tone has changed as India has become a multi-

trillion dollar investment destination.

My dear brothers and sisters,

While engaging with India, the investors used to bemoan the lack 

of infrastructure, the blackouts due to power shortage and the bottlenecks. 

The same set of experts who had earlier dubbed India as a 'sleeping 

elephant' are now saying that 'sleeping elephant' has woken up and started 

running. Economists and international institutions are saying that India 

will provide momentum to the world economy for the next three decades 

and will spur the growth of the world. 

Today, India's stature at International fora has risen greatly. India's 

voice is being heard in every organization of which she is a member. India is 

playing a crucial role in shaping up the discourse and providing leadership 

to these organizations. We are raising our voice at international fora.

My dear countrymen, for years, we waited seeking membership to 

some international organizations, but today, our country has become a 

member of innumerable organizations. Today, India offers a ray of hope for 

those who are concerned with environmental issues and global warming. 

Today India has become the flag bearer of International Solar Alliance in 

the world. Today, every country of the world is keen to welcome any Indian 

stepping on its soil. A new consciousness is visible in their eyes, when they 

look at an Indian. The strength of the Indian passport has multiplied 

manifold. This has instilled a new self-confidence, fresh energy and a 

resolve in every Indian to move ahead with new hope.

My dear countrymen, if an Indian is in trouble or distress in any 

part of the world, he can rest assured that his country is with him at every 

step. Several recent incidents bear testimony to this fact.

My dear countrymen, just as the perspective of the world towards 

India has transformed, similarly, there was a time when the news from 

India's North-Eastern part used to be dominated with content that one 

wished were not there. However, today my dear brothers and sisters, 

North-East is coming up with positive and inspiring stories. North-East 
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today is shining in the field of sports.

My dear brothers and sisters, today we are receiving news from 

North-East that the last village has been electrified and the entire village 

danced the whole night. We are hearing more such news from the North 

East about highways, railways, airways, waterways and information ways 

(i-ways) coming to the region. The work of installing electric transmission 

lines across the North-East is progressing at a rapid pace. Today youth 

from the North-East are establishing BPOs in the region.   Today, new 

educational institutions are being set up and the North-East India is 

becoming the new hub for organic farming. North-East is going to host the 

Sports University.

Brothers and sisters, there was a time when the North-East used to 

feel that Delhi is very distant. Within four years, we have brought Delhi to 

the doorsteps of North-East.

Brothers and sisters, today, about 65% of the population in the 

country is below 35 years of age. We are proud of our country's youth. Our 

country's youngsters have completely transformed the meaning of all 

standards of the economy. They have infused new colours to the country's 

standard of progress. There was a time when only big cities used to hog all 

the limelight. Today, our country is talking about Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities and 

paying attention to the youngsters engaged in modern agriculture in the 

rural areas. The youth of our country has completely transformed the 

nature of jobs. Today the youngsters of the country are taking the nation to 

greater heights by exploring and engaging in new fields such as Start-ups, 

BPOs, E-commerce, mobility etc. 

My dear countrymen, 13 crore Mudra Loans has been a major 

achievement. More so, if it includes 4 crore youth who have taken the loan 

for the first time with the aspiration to become self-reliant and are 

promoting self-employment. This in itself is a great example of the 

changing ecosystem. In an endeavor to realize the dream of Digital India, 

several Common Service Centres are being managed by young girls and 

boys in more than 3 lakhs villages today. These centres are rendering “on-

the-click global connect”/”anytime-anywhere connectivity” services to 

every citizen in the villages with the optimal utilization of Information 

Technology. 

Talking about infrastructure, whether it be speed of rails, roads, I-

ways, highways or a new airport, our nation is witnessing fast paced 

development. 

Brothers and Sisters, scientists of our nation have also left no stone 
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unturned in bringing immense glory to our country.  In the global context, 

as well as fulfilling the requirements of the country, it is a matter of great 

pride that our scientists launched more than 100 satellites in one go leaving 

the world astonished. That's the capability of Indian scientists which has 

made the world stand up and applaud. Successful launch of Mangalyaan in 

the very first attempt itself stands as testimony to the expertise and 

endeavors of our scientists. This feat of successful in orbit launch of 

Mangalyaan speaks volumes about the capabilities of our scientists. In days 

to come, thanks to the futuristic vision, innovativeness and creativity of our 

scientists we are confident of launching NavIC, the first indigenous Indian 

Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS). This navigation system will 

guide fishermen and other citizens through Satellite signals. 

My dear countrymen, today from the ramparts of the Red Fort, I 

am delighted to share a good news. Our country is undoubtedly 

progressing fast in its space missions. However, we have a dream; our 

scientists have a dream. We have resolved that by 2022, when India 

celebrates 75 years of Independence or maybe even before that, certainly 

some of our young boys and girls will unfurl the Tricolour in space. With 

Mangalyaan our scientists have proved their capabilities. I feel proud to 

announce that very soon as a part of our Manned-Space mission, we shall 

be sending an Indian into space. This will be done through the pursuit of 

our esteemed scientists, and we will proudly find ourselves as the fourth 

such nation to have launched a successful Man Space Mission. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I would like to congratulate our 

scientists and technicians for such a great accomplishment. Today our 

warehouses are filled with food grains. I sincerely acknowledge the role of 

our agricultural scientists, cultivators and farmers in successfully steering 

the green revolution across decades.

But my brothers and sisters, times have changed now. Our farmers 

and the agricultural markets have to face global challenges and 

competition. As the population increases, land falls short. Hence, the 

changing times demand that our agricultural methods should also be 

modern and more scientific; we have to take the process forward with 

technology. Precisely for this reason we are focusing on change and 

bringing in modern methods in the agricultural sector.

We have a vision to double the farmers' income by the 75th year of 

Independence. Some people have doubts, which is quite natural, but we are 

determined. Hum makkhan par lakeer nahi, patthar par lakeer kheenchne 

waale hain (We don't promise things lightly, we mean to keep our word). 
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To keep our promises, we have to work hard, we have to plan and we have 

to put our heart and soul into fulfilling it. So in order to realize this promise 

by 75th year of Independence, we want to move along with the farmers in 

that direction by bringing modernity and diversity in agricultural sector. 

We want to bring value addition right from seeds to marketing. We want to 

modernize. Some new crops are giving record yields. For the first time we 

are moving towards agriculture export policy so that our farmers can also 

face global competition with confidence. Today we can see a new 

agricultural revolution. Organic farming, Blue revolution, sweet 

revolution and solar farming have opened up new vistas.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that today our country is the 

second highest fish producer in the world and is on the verge of reaching 

the top position soon. The export of honey has doubled. The sugarcane 

farmers are happy that ethanol production has tripled. It means, in rural 

economy other businesses allied to agriculture are also as important as 

agriculture. We are developing village resources by spending crores of 

rupees through women self help groups.

Khadi is associated with the name of respected Bapu. I want to 

humbly submit that the sale of khadi products since independence has 

doubled. This has generated employment for the poor.

My brothers and sisters, the farmers of my country are 

emphasizing on solar farming now. Apart from farming, they can earn 

money by selling power generated through solar farming. The people who 

spin charkha, the people who are associated with handloom are also 

earning their livelihood.

My dear brothers and sisters, economic development in our 

country is important, but more than anything else, human dignity is 

supreme. Without human dignity, no country can move forward in a 

balanced way. So to protect human dignity, we have to move ahead with 

those schemes which will ensure respectable lives for people. The policies, 

traditions and intentions should be such that ordinary people, including 

the poorest of the poor can get a chance to live with equal dignity.

So we have provided gas connection to the poor through Ujjawala 

Yojana. We have provided electricity to the poor through Saubhagya 

Yojana. We are emphasizing on moving ahead with the concept of 

'Shrameva Jayate'.

Only yesterday, we heard the President's address to the nation. He 

described in great detail the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan. Whenever, there is talk 

about Government, it is said that policies are framed but there is no last mile 
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delivery.  The President described well how this campaign that was 

launched in Delhi has now spread to 65000 villages in aspirational districts, 

to the huts of the poor; how it is working in the backward villages.

My dear countrymen, when I talked about cleanliness from the 

Ramparts of Red Fort in 2014, some people made fun.  Some of them even 

said the Government had many things to do, why is it wasting its energy on 

an issue like cleanliness. But my dear brothers and sisters, in a recent report 

the WHO has said that because of the cleanliness campaign three lakh 

children were saved.  The credit for saving lives of three lakh children goes 

to every Indian who was a part of this campaign.  Saving the lives of three 

lakh children of the poor is surely a great humanitarian act and the world 

bodies are recognizing it.

Brothers and Sisters, Mahatma Gandhi's 150th Birth Anniversary 

falls next year.  Bapu during his lifetime attached greater importance to 

cleanliness than even to freedom.  He used to say we got our freedom 

because of Satyagrahisand Swachchata (cleanliness) will come from 

Swachchagrahis. Gandhiji trained Satyagrahis and this inspired us to 

prepare Swachchagrahis.  In the coming days, when we will be celebrating 

his 150th Birth Anniversary, crores of Swachchagrahis will offer Karyanjali 

(offerings of work) in the memory of Bapu. In a way, they will fulfil his 

dreams which we are realizing now.

My Brothers and Sisters, it is true that because of cleanliness, lives 

of three lakh children have been saved.  But no matter how happy a middle 

class family is and how well-to-do it is or how poor it is, once a family 

member falls sick, the whole family suffers. On occasions generations are 

afflicted with illnesses.

The Government of India has decided to launch Pradhanmantri 

Jan Arogya Abhiyan so that the poor man, the common man gets free 

treatment for serious diseases and he can be admitted to big hospitals free 

of cost.  The Pradhanmantri Jan Arogya Abhiyan and Ayushman Bharat 

Yojana will cover 10 crore families of the country. In the coming days, the 

people from lower middle class, middle class and upper middle class 

income groups can also access health care services from these two 

programs.  There is a provision of giving five lakh rupees per annum health 

assurance for each family. It means about fifty crore citizens belonging to 

ten crore families will benefit.  We are going to give this benefit to our 

countrymen.  This is a technology driven system which is transparent. As 

such, an ordinary citizen will not face any difficulty as technology 

technological tools have been built for this purpose.
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Over the next four, five, six weeks from today, this technology will 

be tested across the country to make it fool proof. On the 25th of September, 

the birth anniversary of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, the 

Pradhanmantri Jan Arogya Abhiyan will be launched throughout the 

country. No poor person of the country will have to face difficulty in 

dealing with diseases. Nor he would have to borrow money from a 

moneylender paying interest. His family will not be destroyed. And it will 

also open new avenues of employment for the youth, for the middle class 

families in the health sector. New hospitals will be built in the tier-2 and 

tier-3 cities. They will require medical staff in large numbers. A lot of 

employment opportunities will also be generated.

Brothers and sisters, no poor person wants to lead a life of penury. 

No poor person wants to die poor. No poor person wants to pass on his 

poverty as a legacy to his children. Throughout his life, he   struggles to 

come out of poverty. There is only one way to end this problem- through 

the empowerment of poor people.

In the last four years, we have laid emphasis on empowerment of 

poor people. It has been our endeavour to empower the poor people. An 

international organization has released a very good report in the recent 

past. According to the report, five crore poor people in India have crossed 

the Poverty Line in the last two years.

Brothers and sisters, when we carry out the work for the 

empowerment of poor people; and when I talked about Ayushman Bharat 

Program, then very few people realized the massive size of the scheme, – 10 

crore families or a population of 50 crore people, very few people were able 

to grasp what it means. If I combine the population of America (USA), 

Canada and Mexico, then the number of beneficiaries of Ayushman Bharat 

Program will be nearly the same.  If I take into account the population of 

entire Europe, then nearly the same number of people are going to get the 

benefits of this Ayushman Bharat scheme in India.

Brothers and sisters, we have formulated several schemes for 

empowerment of the poor. Although many schemes have been formulated 

in the past, middlemen, the people who take cuts, used to take away the 

cream of the scheme. The poor people didn't get what rightfully belonged 

to them. Money was being paid from the exchequer, the schemes existed on 

paper, and the country continued to be robbed. The Government cannot 

keep its eyes shut. And, at least I can never keep my eyes shut to this kind of 

thing.  

Brothers and sisters, therefore it is extremely essential to create 
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confidence in the minds of the common man by eliminating the deformities 

in our system. And whether it is the state governments or the centre or 

whether these are the local bodies of self-rule, we all have to work together. 

And we will have to take it forward. You will be surprised to know that 

since the time we have been engaged in this campaign for cleansing the 

system, and  plugging leakages; there were six crore bogus beneficiaries 

who had never been born, who never existed on the earth but the money 

was being sent in their names - somebody was the beneficiary of Ujjwala 

Scheme, some  beneficiary of the gas connection scheme with a duplicate 

gas connection; somebody was taking benefits through bogus ration cards; 

somebody was the beneficiary of scholarship scheme; someone else was the 

beneficiary of pension scheme. How difficult it would have been to remove 

these six crore names! How many people would have faced problems 

because of this ! The person who was never born, the person who doesn't 

exist anywhere on the earth, but the money was pilfered on his name by 

using bogus names.

This government has put an end to it. We have taken steps in the 

direction of curbing corruption and putting an end to the entire system of 

black money.

Brothers and sisters, what are the consequences of it? Rs.90,000 

crores is not a small amount. Almost Rs.90,000 crores, which used to go into 

the hands of wrong people for wrong activities, is now in the nation's 

treasury, now being used for the welfare of common man. 

Brothers and sisters, why does it happen? Our country works for 

the pride and honour of the poor people, but what do these middlemen do? 

You must be aware of the fact that wheat is sold at Rs. 24-25 (per kilo) in the 

market, but the government provides it to the poor at only Rs.2 on ration 

card after buying it at Rs.24-25. Similarly, rice which is sold at Rs.30-32 in 

the market is purchased by the Government at this rate and provided to the 

poor at Rs.3 on ration cards. This means if anyone steals 1 kg of wheat on a 

bogus ration card, he automatically gains Rs.20-25. If gets rice in this 

manner, he will get Rs 30-35. That's why this entire business of bogus 

names and IDs had been going on. When a poor person used to approach 

the shop with his ration card and request grain, the shopkeeper would say 

that the stock was over. That grain then used to be diverted to another shop 

and the poor had to purchase the grain of Rs.2 from the other shop at Rs.20-

25. The right of the poor used to be snatched away. Therefore, this bogus 

system has now been uprooted.  

Brothers and sisters, crores of poor people in our country get food 
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at Rs.2 and Rs.3. The government is spending generously for the same but 

the credit does not go to the government. Today I want to specifically tell 

the honest taxpayers that when you have your food with your family, for a 

moment kindly ponder over what I am about to say. I want to touch the 

hearts of the honest taxpayers. I want to salute them. I want to reassure the 

honest taxpayers that all the schemes that are in operation are run by your 

money. The honest tax payers gain good fortune because the poor get to eat 

from the taxpayers' money. Therefore, it is the result of your honest paying 

of taxes when you have your meal with your family, 3 poor families are also 

able to have their meals at the same time. 

Friends, an atmosphere of non-payment of taxes was being 

created. However, when a person, even if he is in an AC room, comes to 

know that 3 poor families are being served with his tax money, it is highly 

satisfying for his soul. This is the most virtuous task for a person.  Brothers 

and sisters, today, the country is moving ahead celebrating the festival of 

honesty. Till 2013, i.e. for the last 70 years, there were 4 crore people who 

were paying direct taxes. However brothers and sisters, today this figure 

has increased to almost 6.75 crore. Look how far we have come from 3, 3.5 or 

3.75 crore to 6.75 crore.  Are not these glaring figures a true reflection of 

honesty? This is an example that nation is treading the path of honesty. In 

the past 70 years, 70 lakh enterprises were included in the Indirect tax net. 

However, in the last one year alone, after the introduction of GST, the figure 

has catapulted to one crore and 16 lakh. Brothers and sisters, today 

everyone in the country is participating in celebrating the festival of 

honesty. I salute all those who are embracing transparency and honesty. I 

wish to reassure those who want to step forward. You are making a 

contribution in the nation's progress. Your problems are our concerns. We 

stand with you, for we have to take the nation forward through everyone's 

contribution. Therefore, we will not tolerate black money and corruption. 

Come what may, we shall not retract from the path of honesty, as we all 

have seen how they have corroded and ruined the nation. Thus, you would 

have seen that power-brokers are not to be seen in the power corridors of 

Delhi.

Dear countrymen, times have changed. Some people sitting in 

their drawing rooms used to claim that they will change the policies of the 

government, or influence in them in a negative way have been silenced. 

Our doors are closed to them.

Dear countrymen, we have rooted out nepotism and affiliations. 

We have strongly condemned favoritism and bias. Strong action is being 

taken against corrupt officers. More than three lakh dubious companies 
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have been closed down, and restrictions have been imposed on their 

directors. Today, we have introduced IT interventions for online 

transactions to ensure transparency. There was a time when seeking an 

environmental clearance meant facing rampant corruption.  We have made 

the process transparent and online.  Any person can access it. We can work 

in a way that the nation's resources are utilized judiciously.  It is also a 

matter of immense pride for women of the country that today we have 

three women judges in the Supreme Court providing justice to the nation. 

This is the first time after independence that the Union Cabinet has the 

maximum representation of women ministers.

Dear Countrymen, today I wish to share some wonderful news 

with my brave daughters. On this occasion, I declare with pride the grant of 

Permanent Commission for the appointment of women officers in Short 

Service Commission of Indian Armed Forces. The process will be 

transparent and similar to the selection process of male officers. This is a 

gift from my side from the ramparts of the Red Fort, to the daughters who 

are in uniformed services and have dedicated their lives to the nation.  The 

nation salutes the patriotic fervor and national commitment displayed by 

young girls who are our national pride.   Women are equally contributing 

in building a strong India.  The nation is experiencing the pride, 

contribution and potential of our mothers and sisters. 

From agricultural fields to the sports arena, our women are 

holding the Indian Tricolor high. From Sarpanch to the Parliament, our 

women are contributing to the development of the country. From schools 

to armed forces everywhere the women of our country are marching ahead. 

But while our women are valiantly moving ahead in such large numbers, 

we also come across gruesome ugliness. We sometimes see demonic forces 

posing challenges to women's power. Rape is painful, and we, the 

countrymen, the people should feel many times more pain than the pain 

borne by the victim. Brothers and sisters, we have to free this society from 

this demonic mentality. The law is taking its own course. Recently, rapists 

in a case from Katni in Madhya Pradesh were sentenced to death after just 

five days of trial. Similarly, in Rajasthan, rapists were sentenced to death 

after a few days of trial. More such news gets published, the more such 

people with demonic mentality will get scared. We have to publicize such 

news. People should know that rapists are being sent to the gallows. There 

is a need to beat this mentality; there is a need to curb this thinking, and 

there is a need to stop this aberration. Brothers and sisters, this mentality 

breeds unpardonable crimes. Rule of law is supreme for us and there 

cannot be any compromise on that. Nobody can be allowed to take law into 
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their own hands. In the family, in schools, colleges, our children of the new 

generation, our small innocent children should be nurtured in such an 

environment that they learn appropriate values. They should learn to 

respect women. They should know that this is the right way to live. We 

have to instill this feeling and values in our families. 

Brothers and sisters, I want to reassure my Muslim sisters. Triple 

Talaq has spoiled the lives of Muslim daughters of our country. Those who 

have not faced the Talaq are spending their lives under pressure. We 

wanted to bring a legislation in this session of Parliament itself to free 

Muslim women from this evil system. But there are some people who are 

obstructing the passage of this Bill. But I want to assure my Muslim 

mothers, sisters and daughters that I will not stop till they get justice. I will 

fulfill your aspirations. 

My beloved countrymen, our army, paramilitary forces, police, 

intelligence agencies are the source of strength for our country's internal 

security. They have created a sense of security in us. They have ensured a 

peaceful environment. A new confidence has been generated because of 

their sacrifices, dedication and hard work. 

Brothers and Sisters, we used to hear about incidents of violence 

every now and then from the North East, there were reports of insurgency. 

We used to hear about the incidents of bomb blasts and firing.   But today 

the two states of Meghalaya and Tripura have seen withdrawal of the 

Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) which was in force for three or 

four decades. This was possible because of efforts of our security forces, 

because of actions taken by the state Governments, because of 

development projects executed by the Centre and the state Governments 

and the efforts to connect people there with the national mainstream. 

Tripura and Meghalaya are now out of the purview of the Armed Forces 

Special Power Act. Several districts of Arunachal Pradesh have also been 

brought out of the purview of the Armed Forces Special Power Act. Now, it 

is in force only in a few districts.

Left Wing Extremism, Maoism have been bleeding the country. 

Violent incidents, people fleeing from homes and hiding in forests were a 

matter of daily occurrence. However, today because of continuous efforts 

by our security forces, launching of development projects and efforts to 

connect the people with national mainstream, left-wing extremism which 

affected 126 districts has now been reduced to 90 districts.  The work on 

finding a solution to put an end to left wing extremism from those districts 

is progressing rapidly.   
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Brothers and Sisters, regarding Jammu & Kashmir, the path shown 

by Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji is the right one.  We want to move ahead on that 

road.  Vajpayeeji said Insaniyat, Jamhuriyat, Kashmiriyat (humanism, 

democracy, Kasmiriyat)–with these three basic elements we want to 

develop Jammu & Kashmir. Whether it is Ladakh or Jammu or Srinagar 

valley. We want balanced development where an ordinary person's 

aspirations are fulfilled, infrastructure is strengthened; we want to move 

ahead with brotherhood in our hearts.  We do not want to move on the road 

of bullets and abuses, we want to move ahead with love and affection with 

the Kashmiri people who have stood with us in patriotic fervor. 

Brothers and Sisters, irrigation schemes are progressing.  The work 

of building IIT, IIM and AIIMS is speedily going on.   The work of 

reclamation of Dal Lake is also going on. The biggest thing is that during the 

past one year village headmen from Jammu and Kashmir in large numbers 

have been meeting me with the request to hold Panchayat elections there.  

The elections could not be held for some reason or the other.  I am happy 

that the villagers of Jammu and Kashmir will have this opportunity in the 

coming months.  A system in which villagers will be able to look after their 

villages will be in place soon. Now, the Government of India gives huge 

funds which go directly to the villages and this will help the village 

headmen to take their villages on the path of development.  That is why we 

are moving forward in the direction of holding Panchayat elections and 

election to City Councils.

Brothers and Sisters, we have to take the country to new heights.  

Our motto is “Sab Ka Saath Sab Ka Vikaas'.  There is no discrimination 

based on yours or mine and no nepotism.  And that is why we are going 

ahead with this aim and today standing under this tricolour, once again I 

want to reiterate the resolve for which we are ready to sacrifice ourselves.  

Let every Indian have a house of his own - Housing for All.  Every 

house should have electricity connection, power for all. Every Indian 

should be free from smoke in kitchen and that is why there is the scheme for 

Cooking Gas for All.  Every Indian should have enough water to meet his 

needs and that is why there is the scheme for Water for All.  Every Indian 

should have toilets and therefore Sanitation for All. Every Indian should be 

skilled, so Skill for All. Every Indian should get good and affordable health 

services, so Health for All.  Every Indian should feel safe, every Indian 

should be insured, hence 'Insurance for All'. Every Indian should get 

internet services so, Connectivity for All; we want to take the country 

forward by following this mantra. 
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My dear brothers and sisters, people tell many things about me too 

and whatever may be said, I would like to publicly admit certain things 

today. I am impatient as several countries have gone ahead of us, I am 

restless and impatient to take my country ahead of all these countries. 

My dear countrymen, I am worked up and I am restless because 

malnutrition has been a major hurdle in the development of the children of 

our country. It remains a huge bottleneck. I am restless to rid my country of 

malnutrition. 

My countrymen, I am agitated so that a poor person can get an 

appropriate health cover. I am restless so that an ordinary citizen of my 

country can combat diseases and remain healthy. 

Brothers and sisters, I am restless, I am restless to ensure that our 

citizens can have a quality life, so that they can have the opportunity to live 

with ease and so that there may be an all-round improvement. 

My dear countrymen, I am restless, I am agitated and I am also 

impatient for my country to lead the fourth industrial revolution, the 

revolution that is based on knowledge, the revolution which will be led by 

those who have IT skills. I am impatient for my country to lead it. 

My dear countrymen, I am restless because I want that my country 

should take maximum advantage of its capabilities and resources and we 

can move forward in the world with a sense of pride. 

My dear countrymen, we want to move ahead. We cannot accept 

stagnation, we cannot be standstill and it is not in our nature to bend before 

anybody. This country will neither come to a standstill, neither will it bend 

and nor will it get tired. We have to achieve greater heights, we have to keep 

moving ahead.

Brothers and sisters, we are the inheritors of the rich heritage of our 

ancient legacy of Vedas. And that legacy is due to our self-confidence, and 

we want to carry forward the legacy.

My dear countrymen, we don't want to only dream about the 

future, but aspire to scale new heights in the future. We want to move 

forward with the dream of being at the top. And that is why my dear 

countrymen, I want to instill a new hope, a new zeal and a new belief (in 

you) because the country can achieve its dreams with it. And that is why my 

dear countrymen…

vius eu esa ,d y{k; fy,]

vius eu esa ,d y{k; fy,]
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eafty viuh izr~;{k fy,]

vius eu esa ,d y{k; fy,]

eafty viuh izr~;{k fy, ge rksM+ jgs gS tathjsa]

ge rksM+ jgs gSa tathjsa

ge cny jgs gSa rLohjsa

;s uo;qx gS] ;s uo;qx gS]

;s uoHkkjr gS] ;s uo;qx gS]

;s uoHkkjr gSA

^^[kqn fy[ksaxs viuh rdnhj] ge cny jgs gSa rLohj]

;qn fy[ksaxs viuh rdnhj] ;s uo;qx gS] uoHkkjr gS]

ge fudy iM+s gSa] ge fudy iM+s gSa iz.k djds]

ge fudy iM+s gSa iz.k djds] viuk rueu viZ.k djds]

viuk rueu viZ.k djds] ftn gS] ftn gS] ftn gS]

,d lw;Z mxkuk gS] ftn gS ,d lw;Z mxkuk gS]

vEcj ls Åapk tkuk gS] vEcj ls Åapk tkuk gS]

,d Hkkjr u;k cukuk gS] ,d Hkkjr u;k cukuk gSAA**

My dear brothers and sisters,

Once again on the sacred occasion of independence, I offer my best 

wishes. Come, let's say aloud the Mantra of 'Jai Hind'!

Jai Hind! Jai Hind! Jai Hind!

Bharat Mata ki Jai!

Bharat Mata ki Jai!

Bharat Mata ki Jai!

Vande Mataram! Vande Mataram! Vande Mataram!
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PM's Independence Day Speech 2018
Highlights in English

The Prime Minster, Shri Narendra Modi today addressed the 

nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort on the 72nd Independence Day. 

Following are the highlights from his speech:

· Today, the country is full of self-confidence. The country is scaling new 

heights by working extremely hard with a resolve to scale new heights.

· We have been celebrating this festival of independence, at a time when 

our daughters from states of Uttarakhand, Himachal, Manipur, 

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh have come back after 

circumnavigating the seven seas. They have come back amongst us by 

(unfurling tricolour in seven seas) turning the seven seas into the 

colour of our Tricolor.

· Our young tribal children, those who live in our forests in the far-flung 

areas, they have enhanced the glory of the tri-colour by unfurling it on 

the Mount Everest.

· Whether it is a Dalit or be it someone who has been persecuted or 

exploited or be it a deprived person or women, our Parliament has 

made the social justice even morestronger with all the sensitivity and 

alertness to protect their interests.

· The demand to give constitutional status to the OBC commission had 

been raised for years. This time our Parliament has made an effort to 

protect the interests of backward classes, interests of the extremely 

backward classes by according the constitutional status to the OBC 

commission.

· I  w a n t  t o  

reassure the 

people who 

h a v e  l o s t  

their loved 

ones and are 

facing a lot of 

distress due 

to floods that 

the country is 

w i t h  t h e m  
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and is making complete efforts for helping them out. My heartfelt 

condolences are with those who have lost their loved ones.

· The next year will mark 100 years of the Jalliwanwallahbagh massacre. 

The masses had sacrificed their lives for the country's freedom; and the 

exploitation had crossed all limits. The Jalliwanwallahbagh incident 

inspires us of the sacrifices made by those brave hearts. I salute all those 

brave hearts from the bottom of my heart.

· India has become the sixth largest economy of the world.

· Today I salute those brave freedom fighters from the core of my heart 

on behalf of my countrymen. Our soldiers, the para-military forces and 

the Police are laying down their lives and are in service of the people of 

the country day in and day out for maintaining the splendour and 

dignity of the National flag, the tricolour.

· After independence, an highly inclusive constitution was drafted 

under the leadership of Baba SahebAmbedkar. It came with the resolve 

of making a new India.

· India should be self-reliant, strong, always on the path of sustainable 

development.  There should not only be a credence for India, but we 

also want that India should be effective in the world, we make India 

like that.

· When dreams, hard work and aspirations of 125 crores people come 

together, what can't be achieved?

· 125 crores Indian did not just stop at forming the government in 2014, 

instead, they continuously strived to make the country better. This is 

the strength of India.

· If you take into consideration the work that has been done in the last 

four years, you will be surprised to see the speed at which the country 

is moving and the pace at which the progress is being made.

· Had we worked at the speed of 2013 , it would have taken centuries in 

making India 100% open defecation free or electrifying every part or 

even providing the LPG gas connection to every woman in rural and 

urban areas. Had we worked with the speed of 2013, an entire 

generation would have taken to connect the country with optical fibre. 

We will go by such speed to achieve all these goals. 

· The country is experiencing change in the last four years. The country 

is progressing with new zeal, enthusiasm and courage.  Today the 

country is constructing twice the highways and four times more 

houses in the villages. 
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· The country is producing record foodgrains and manufacturing record 

number of mobile phones. The sale of tractors has reached a new high. 

· After independence the country is buying largest numbers of 

airplanes. 

· The new IIMs, IITs and AIIMS are being established in the country. 

· The mission of Skill Development is being encouraged by establishing 

new centres in small places.

· Start-up programmes have mushroomed in Tier II and Tier III cities.

· Efforts are in progress to compile a 'common sign' dictionary for 

disable persons.

· Modernisation and technology has entered into the field of agriculture.  

Our farmers are using micro irrigation, drip irrigation and sprinkler 

irrigation methods.

· On the one hand, our soldiers help those who are at the brink of 

catastrophe with sympathy and empathy and on the other hand they 

are capable of attacking the enemies with surgical strikes.

· We should always progress with new objectives.  When our goals are 

not clear, progress is not possible.  We will not be in a position to solve 

the various problems for years together.

· We have decided with great courage to give attractive prices for the 

products of farmers.  The minimum support price for many crops has 

been increased to more than 1.5 times the input costs.  

· With the help of small traders, their openness and their aptitude to 

accept new things, the country has successfully implemented the GST.  

It has brought a new confidence among the traders. 

· Benami Property Law has been implemented with great courage and 

intention for the good of the country.

· There was a time when the world used to call India's economy risky. 

However, today, the same people and institutions have been saying 

with a lot of confidence that our reform momentum has been 

strengthening our fundamentals.

· There was a time when the world used to talk of Red Tape'.  However, 

today the issue of 'Red Carpet' is being discussed. We have reached 
th100  position in the 'ease of doing business' ranking. Today, the entire 

world is looking at our achievement with pride.

· There was a time when for the world India meant - 'policy paralysis' 
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and 'delayed reforms'. However, today India is being discussed for – 

'reform, perform and transform'.

· There was a time when the world counted India among the 'fragile 

five'. However, today the world has been saying that India has become 

the destination for multi-trillion dollar investment. 

· It is being said about India's economy that the 'sleeping elephant' has 

woken up and has started racing. The world economists and 

institutions have observed that for the next three decades India would 

contribute momentum to the global economic strength. 

· India's stature has increased at the international forums, India has 

voiced its opinions strongly on such forums. 

· Earlier India was awaiting membership of various international 

organisations.  Now innumerable institutions have come forward to 

give membership to India.  India has become a hope for all the other 

countries as far as global warming is concerned.  International solar 

alliance is being welcomed throughout the world. 

· Today we see a magnificent impression of North East in the field of 

sports.

· The last village in the North East has been electrified.

· We are getting progressive news about highways, railways, airways, 

waterways and information ways (I-ways) from North East.

· Our youths from the North East are establishing BPO in their areas.

· The North East region has turned to be a hub of organic farming.  

Sports university is being set up in North East.

· There was a time when North East felt distant from Delhi but within 

last four years we have succeeded to get Delhi to the threshold of North 

East. 

· In our country 65% of our population consists of 35 year old people.  

Our youth has brought a paradigm shift in the nature of job.  Whether it 

is startup, BPO or e-commerce or the field of mobility, our youth has 

entered into new fields.  Now a days our youth is committed to take 

this country to new heights.

· 13 crore people have availed MUDRA LOAN which is a great 

achievement.  Of this 4 crore are youth who have availed loan for the 

very first time and are self-employed and progressing independently. 

This in itself is an example of changing atmosphere.Our youth are 

managing common service centres in three lakh villages and they are 
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linking every village and citizen with the world in seconds by utilizing 

information technology.

· With the spirit of innovation our scientists, we are going to launch 

'NAVIC' which will be very useful for the fishermen and others.

· India has resolved to send manned spacecraft to the space by 2022.  

India will be the fourth country to do this.

· Now we are focussed on bringing modernisation and advancement in 

the field of agriculture.   We have dreamt of doubling farmer's income 
thby 75  year of Independence.

· We want to expand the horizons of agriculture with the help of 

modernization.  We want to adopt value addition right from 'seeds - to 

–market'.  For the first time we are progressing in the path of 

Agriculture Export Policy so as to enable our farmers to emerge 

powerful in the world market.

· Now new avenues of organic farming, blue revolution, sweet 

revolution, solar farming have emerged on which we plan to move 

ahead.

· In fisheries, India has emerged second largest country of the world. 

· The export of honey has doubled. 

· It is a matter of pleasure for the sugarcane farmers that the production 

of ethanol has tripled.

· In rural economy, the other sectors are also important.  We want to 

increase the resources of rural area, with the creation of women self-

help groups, mobilizing billions of rupees.  We want to enhance the 

efficiency of villages and we are making efforts in this direction. 

· Now the sale of Khadi has doubled.

· Our farmers are now focussing on solar farming.  Due to this he can 

contribute to agriculture and at the same time earn money by sale of 

solar energy.

· Along with economic progress and development, we also want to 

focus on dignity of human life which is supreme.  Hence we are also 

planning to continue with those schemes which enable a common man 

to lead his life with pride, respect and dignity.

· According to WHO report 3 lakh children have been saved because of 

Swachchta Campaign. 

· Taking inspiration from Gandhiji who had organized satayagrahis, we 
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thhave succeed to mobilize 'Swatchagrahis'.  On the occasion of 150  

birth anniversary crores of “Swatchagrahis' plan to pay tribute in deed 

and action to respected Bapuji in the form of Swatch Bharat.  

· In order to provide free health services to the poorest people, 

Government of India has launched Pradhan Mantri Jan 

ArogyaYojanaAbhiyan.  Now under this scheme any person can get 

relief from diseases by going to the good hospitals.

· Under the scheme Ayushman Bharat 10 crore families are able to get 

health insurance benefits, it means nearly 50 crore citizens will be 

covered. Each family will get 5 lakh rupees health coverage annually. 

· We give utmost importance to technology and transparency.  

Technology intervention will remove the hurdles for the common man 

in accessing various facilities. With this objective technology tools have 

been developed.
th· Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaAbhiyan will be launched on 25  

September, 2018 as a result from now on, common man need not suffer 

from problems of dreaded diseases.

· New avenues are emerging for middle class families and youth in the 

field of health.  New hospitals will be constructed in 2 tier and 3 tier 

cities.  Medical staff will be established in huge numbers.  Employment 

opportunities will be more in the years to come.

· During the period of four years we tried to empower the poor.  One 

international organisation has reported that during the last two years, 

5 crore poor people have crossed the poverty line.  There are several 

schemes for empowerment of poor.  But the middlemen are taking 

away the benefits and poorer people are unable to get the benefits.

· Government is making efforts to close all the leakages.  We are on the 

path of removal of corruption and black-money.  Due to all these 

efforts we were able to mobilize 90000 crore money to the Government 

Exchequer.

· The honest pay taxes.  With their contribution schemes are 

implemented.  The credit goes to taxpayer and not to the Government.

· Upto 2013, for the past 70 years the direct tax payers were only 4 crore 

people.  Now the numbers has doubled and grown to 7.25 crores.

· For the period of 70 years, indirect tax officials were able to mobilize 70 

lakhs of revenue.  Whereas by implementation of GST, within a year 

we were able to mobilize 16 lakhs of revenue.
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· We can not tolerate black money and corruption.  Let there be many 

obstacles.  But I can't leave them.  Now power brokers are not visible in 

the streets of Delhi.

· In order to maintain transparency we have launched online process.  

We have utilized Information Technology to the maximum level.

· Through Short Service Commission, we will appoint women officers in 

the Armed Forces of India.  Transparency will be maintained in this 

process.  Women officials will be treated at par with male counterparts.

· Rape is painful.  But the agony experienced by the victim is more 

painful.  This should be realized by the people of this country. 

Everybody should feel the trauma.

· We have to liberate this country, and society from the clutches of this 

demonic attitude.  Law is doing it's own business.  We have to make 

efforts to attack this attitude.  We have to attack this type of thinking.  

We should remove these types of perversion. 

· Triple Talak has endangered the lives of Muslim women.  Those who 

did not get Talak (divorce) are also sailing in the same boat.   We made 

an effort to alleviate the grief of Muslim women by bringing an act in 

the Monsoon Session of Parliament.  But even today there are some 

people who do not want to pass the Bill.

· Due to the efforts of security forces and endeavours made by State 

Governments, and also due to the implementation of Central and State 

Government developmental schemes and the people's participation, 

Tripura and Meghalaya have been liberated from the Armed Forces 

Special Power Act.

· The way shown to us by Atal Bihari Vajpayee in the matters of Jammu 

and Kashmir is the best way.  We would like to go in the same path.  We 

do not want the path of bullets and abuses.  We have to embrace the 

patriotic people of Kashmir, and proceed further.

· In the months to come, rural people of Jammu and Kashmir will be able 

to enjoy their rights.  They will be able to take care of themselves.  

Government of India gives enough money to Gram Panchayaths 

which will be useful for development.  We have to arrange for the 

elections to panchayats and local institutions.  We are progressing in 

this direction. 

· Every Indian dreams to have his own house, therefore we bring in 

"Housing for All.". He wants to get his house electrified, therefore there 

is Electrification for all Villages. Every Indian wants to get rid of smoke 
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in the kitchen. To achieve this there is cooking gas for all. Every Indian 

requires safe drinking water. Therefore our aim is to get water for all. 

Every Indian requires a toilet, hence our objective is to ensure 

sanitation for all. Every Indian requires skill development. Hence we 

have brought in skill development for all. Every Indian needs quality 

health service. So, our endeavour is health for all. Every Indian 

requires security for which he needs a health insurance coverage. To 

meet this need, we bring insurance for all. Every Indian requires 

internet facility. Therefore we are making efforts to get connectivity for 

all. We want to lead our country towards the path of development by 

following the mantra of connectivity.

· We don't want the path of confrontation. We do not want roadblocks. 

We don't want to bow our head before anybody. The nation will never 

stop, never bow before anything,never get tired. We have to scale new 

heights. It is our aim to achieve enormous progress in the years to 

come.

                                                                *****
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I say this with pride that today every Indian 
can say 'one nation, one constitution' 

My dear countrymen,  

On this solemn day of Independence, many greetings to all 

countrymen.

Today is also the festival of Raksha Bandhan. This centuries-old 

tradition expresses the love of brother and sister. I extend my best wishes to 

all the countrymen and all the brothers and sisters on this auspicious 

festival of Raksha Bandhan. May this festival filled with affection fulfil the 

hopes, aspirations and dreams of all our brothers and sisters, and bring 

affection in their lives.

Today, while the country is celebrating the festival of 

independence, people in several parts of the country are facing difficulties 

due to floods and heavy rainfall. Many have lost their dear ones. I express 

my condolences to them. The State Governments, the Central Government 

and other organizations like NDRF are striving day and night to ease the 

hardships and bring the situation under control.

Today, when we are celebrating this auspicious day of 

Independence, I pay my respects to all those who gave up their lives, who 

spent their youth in prisons, who embraced the gallows, who instilled the 

spirit of non-violence through Satyagraha for the freedom of the country. 

The country gained independence under the leadership of Bapu. Similarly, 

in the years since independence numerous people have contributed for the 

peace, prosperity and security of the country. Today, I also salute the 

people who have contributed to fulfil the hopes and aspirations of the 
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people, for the development, 

peace and prosperity of 

Independent India.

After the formation 

of the new government, I am 

humbled once again with the 

opportunity to interact with 

you. It has not even been 10 

weeks since the formation of 

this new Government. But 

even in a short ten-week 

period, efforts have been made in all fields and in every direction, new 

dimensions have been added. People have entrusted us to serve them so 

that they can achieve their hopes, expectations and aspirations. We are 

dedicated to your service with complete devotion, without wasting even a 

single moment.

To revoke Article 370 and 35A within 10 weeks is a significant step 

towards fulfilling the dream of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel.

In just ten weeks, we made big ticket decisions like bringing about 

a law against Triple Talaq to protect the rights of our Muslim women, 

making major amendments in laws to counter terrorism and to make it 

more stringent and powerful; transfer of approximately 90,000 crores of 

rupees to the bank accounts of farmers who are beneficiaries of PM Kisan 

Samman Nidhi Yojana.

Our brothers and sisters from the farming community, our small 

entrepreneurs could never believe that they will ever be able to avail of 

pension schemes and live a dignified life even after they attain 60 Years, 

when they are physically weak and need some support. We have 

implemented a Pension Scheme to meet these needs.

Water crisis is a big concern these days. It is being predicted that an 

impending water crisis is staring us in the face. Anticipating such a 

situation, we have announced the formation of a new dedicated Ministry of 

Jal Shakti where the Centre and States will together develop schemes and 

policies to address issues of water crisis. 

Our country needs doctors in huge numbers along with robust 

health facilities. To fulfil this requirement we need new laws, upgraded 

infrastructure, new thinking and create new opportunities to motivate the 

youth to take up the medical profession. In view of this, we have 

formulated laws and taken important steps to bring transparency in 
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Medical Education.

Now a days we come 

across incidents of child rights 

violation all over the world and 

India will not leave her children 

vulnerable. A much warranted 

stringent law to protect child 

rights was needed and has been 

enacted.

Brothers and sisters, 

you gave me an opportunity to 

serve you all for five years from 

2014-2019. We took cognizance 

of the struggles faced by the common man to avail the basic facilities. Over 

the past five years, our government has been striving to provide the 

facilities to meet the daily needs of the common man. Special efforts have 

been made to facilitate those living in villages, and those who are poor, 

marginalized, victimized, exploited, deprived and tribals. We are working 

relentlessly in this direction to bring the nation back on track towards 

development. But times change. While 2014-2019 was a period of fulfilling 

your basic needs, the years from 2019 and beyond will see your aspirations 

and dreams getting fulfilled.

What should 21st Century India look like? How fast should it 

move? How extensively, should it work, what heights should it strive for- 

we are taking steps one after the other by preparing a roadmap for the next 

five years, keeping all these things in mind.In 2014, It was a new beginning 

for me. Prior to the election in 2013-2014, I travelled across the country and 

tried to understand the feelings of our countrymen. But everyone had 

disappointment written on their face, everyone had apprehensions.  

People used to wonder if the country could change at all.  Can the country 

change with the change of Government? A sense of hopelessness had 

percolated into the minds of the common man. This was the result of their 

experience over a long period- hopes did not last long, they sank into the 

depths of despair very fast.But when in 2019, after five years of hard work, 

with only dedication to the common people, only my country in my heart, 

only my millions of countrymen in my heart - with this feeling we kept on 

moving, dedicated every moment for that. When we ran for the office again 

in 2019,  I was surprised. The Mood of the country changed. Despair had 

changed into hope, dreams got linked to resolutions, accomplishment was 

visible and the common man had only one determination that he can 
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change his country. Yes it was the feeling that We too can change our 

country and that we cannot stay behind.

This feeling of the 130 crore citizens, this echoing of emotions gives 

us new the strength, new faith.

We had started with the mantra Sabka Saath- Sabka Vikas , but 

within five years, the countrymen have painted the entire mood of the 

nation with the color of Sabka Vishwas.  The Trust and confidence that 

everyone reposed in us over the last five years will inspire us to serve the 

nation with more vigour.

I have seen in the recent elections and I had felt then that this is an 

election in which no politician was contesting, no political party was 

contesting, neither Modi was contesting nor were friends of Modi 

contesting the election. It was the people of India who were contesting the 

election, 130 Crore countrymen were contesting the election. They were 

contesting for their own dreams. The real nature of Democracy could be 

seen in this election.

My dear countrymen, the solution to the problems - along with the 

period of dreams, determination and accomplishment - we have to walk 

together now. It is evident that sense of self-reliance develops when 

problems get solved. Solution to problems encourages speed of self-

reliance. When self-reliance occurs, self-esteem develops  automatically 

and self-esteem has very strong potential. The power of self-respect is 

greater than anything and when there is a solution, resolution, capability, 

self-respect, then nothing can come in the way of success.

And today, with that self-respect we are determined to move 

forward to touch new heights of success. When we are trying to solve 

problems we should not think in isolation. There will be difficulties. Half-

hearted efforts made 

with the aim of earning 

applause will not help 

in fulfilling the dreams 

of the country. We 

have  to  s t r ive  to  

remove problems from 

their roots.

Y o u  w o u l d  

have seen how our 

Muslim daughters and 

sisters used to live in 
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fear with the sword of Triple 

Talaq dangling over their 

heads. Even if they were not 

victims of Triple Talaq, they 

were constantly haunted by 

the fear that they could be 

subjected to it anytime. Many 

Islamic countries abolished 

this evil practice long time 

back. But for some reason we 

were hesitant to give our 

Muslim mothers and sisters 

their due rights. If, we can 

abolish Sati Pratha, if we can 

enact laws to end female 

foeticide, if we can raise our 

voice against child marriage, if 

we can take strong steps 

against dowry system in this 

country, then why can't we 

raise our voice against Triple 

Talaq? We have taken this important decision in the spirit of India's 

democracy and constitution, to respect the thinking of Baba Saheb 

Ambedkar so that our Muslim 

sisters get equal rights; so that new 

confidence is generated in them; 

so that they also become active 

participants in the India's  

development journey. Such 

decisions are not for political 

gains. They guarantee a lasting 

protection to our mothers and 

sisters.

Similarly, I will give 

another example. What was the 

reason behind revocation of 

Article 370 and 35A? This is the 

hallmark of this government. We 

do not avoid problems, nor do we 

let them fester. There is no time to 

delay or neglect problems. The 
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work that was not done in 

the last 70 years has been 

accomplished within 70 

days  af ter  th is  new 

government came to 

power. The abrogation of 

Article 370 and 35A has 

been carried out in both 

Rajya Sabha and Lok 

Sabha by two-thirds 

majority. This means that 

everyone wanted this 

decision, but perhaps they 

w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  

somebody to initiate the 

same and carry it forward. I have come to accomplish the task assigned to 

me by my countrymen. I work selflessly. 

We are moving forward with re-organization of Jammu and 

Kashmir. For 70 years every government made efforts to do something.

But the desired results were not achieved, and when desired 

results are not achieved, there is a need to think afresh and take new steps. It 

is our responsibility to see that the aspirations of the people of Jammu, 

Kashmir and Ladakh get fulfilled.  It is our collective responsibility to give 

new wings to their dreams. This responsibility has to be shouldered by all 

130 crore of my countrymen.  To meet this commitment we have made 

endeavours to remove whatever hurdles were there in the way.  

The system that prevailed over the past seventy years had 

aggravated separatism and given birth to terrorism.   It had encouraged 

dynastic rule and in a way strengthened the foundations of corruption and 

discrimination.  We have to make efforts so that the women of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Ladakh get their rights.  We have to make efforts so that my 

dalit brothers and sisters living there, get the rights which they have been 

deprived of so far.   The rights enjoyed by the tribal people of India must 

also be available to my tribal brothers and sisters of Jammu & Kashmir and 

Ladakh.  There are several such communities, like Gujjars, Bakarwals, 

Gaddis, Sippies or Balties- all such communities must be empowered with 

political rights.  It is surprising that in Jammu & Kashmir there were legal 

restrictions on Safai Karamchari brothers and sisters. Their dreams were 

trampled upon.  Now, we have freed them from such shackles.  

When India was partitioned, crores of people had to leave behind 
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their ancestral homes for no fault of theirs.  Those who settled down in 

Jammu & Kashmir got neither human rights, nor citizenship rights.  There 

are people from hill regions living in Jammu &Kashmir. We intend to take 

steps for their welfare as well.

My dear countrymen, peace and prosperity of Jammu & Kashmir 

and Ladakh can be an inspiration for India.  They can greatly contribute to 

India's development.  We need to make efforts to bring back their glorious 

past.  The new system that has come into being after the recent step will 

create facilities that will directly benefit the people of the State.  Now, 

anybody in Jammu and Kashmir, like the rest of Indians, can reach out to 

the Government in Delhi. There will be no hurdles in between.  We have 

put in place such a system.  Our recent action to strike down Article 370 and 

35 A has been welcomed by the entire country and also by people from all 

political parties of the country, without exception. Some have openly 

supported us while others give their tacit support.  But some in the 

corridors of power, in a bid to take mileage from vote-bank politics, have 

been talking in favour of Article 370.  The country demands an answer from 

those speaking in favour of Article 370, that if Article 370 and 35-A were so 

important.

If Article 370 was so crucial then why did ruling parties not make it 

permanent in the last 70 years despite having a majority? Why was it kept 

temporary? If there was so much of conviction, you should have moved 

ahead and made it permanent. This means that you knew all along that the 

decision taken was not right. But you did not have the courage and the will 

to amend it. Concerns about political future kept coming up. For me, the 

country's future is everything, political future has no meaning.

Our constitution makers and great  personalities like Sardar 

Vallabh Bhai Patel took these bold and important decisions even during 

those difficult times, keeping the goals of  national integration and political 

unification in mind. The exercise towards national integration was a 

successful one, but some difficulties have been faced because of Article 370 

and 35A.

Today, as I address the nation from the Red Fort, I can proudly say 

that every Indian today can speak of One Nation, One Constitution and we 

are trying to fulfil Sardar Sahibs dream of Ék Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. So we 

must develop such systems which strengthen the country's unity and serve 

as a cementing force, and this process must go on continuously. It should 

not be merely an interim measure but a continuous process.

Through GST we have fulfilled the dream of One Nation One Tax. 
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Similarly, we successfully achieved the dream of One Nation, One Grid in 

the energy sector recently.

Likewise, we have developed the system of One Nation, One 

Mobility card and currently there is a nationwide debate about holding 

simultaneous elections in the country.  This discussion should be taken up 

in a democratic manner.  We will have to add many such new ideas to 

realize our dreams of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.

My dear countrymen, the country has to achieve newer heights, 

the country has to make its mark globally. For this we have to change the 

attitude towards poverty alleviation in the country. It should not be treated 

as a favour, but as oura dutiful contribution towards building a bright 

future for the country because we have to free ourselves from the clutches 

of poverty at any cost. A number of successful efforts have been made 

during the last 5 years to reduce poverty. We have achieved more success 

than before and at a faster pace. A little respect and support to the poor can 

boost their self-esteem and pull them out from the grips of poverty without 

any government help.

He will be able to defeat poverty with his own strength. It is my 

poor brethren who have the might to fight against any adversity. He fights 

against extreme cold with his clenched fists. We need to bow before his 

innate strength to face adversities and help in eliminating the challenges of 

his daily life.

Why should poor people not have  toilets, no electricity in the 
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house, no house to live in, no water supply and no bank account. Why 

should they be compelled to go to the moneylender to take loans through 

mortgage? Come, let us make efforts to boost the self-respect, self-

confidence and self-esteem of the poor.

Brothers and sisters, it is over 70 years since Independence. All 

governments have done a lot of work in their own way. Every government, 

irrespective of the party, be it the central or the state, has tried in its own 

way. But still it is a fact that today almost half of the houses in India do not 

have drinking water. People have to struggle to get drinking water. 

Mothers and sisters have to travel 2, 3, 5 km carrying the load of water on 

their heads. A large part of their lives is spent in struggling for water. 

Therefore, this government has decided to emphasize upon a special task 

and that is - how to ensure availability of water in every house. How does 

every house get water, pure drinking water?  And so I declare from the Red 

Fort today that in the days to come, we will take forward the 'Jal-Jeevan' 

Mission. The central and the state governments will jointly work on this 

'Jal-Jeevan' Mission. We have promised to spend more than Rs. 3.5 lakh 

crores on this mission in the coming years.  Work should be done on water 

conservation, irrigation, rain-water harvesting, seawater or waste water 

treatment, and 'Per Drop, More Crop Micro Irrigation for the farmers. 

Water conservation campaigns should be launched, creating awareness in 

the common citizens about water, arousing their sensitivity so that they 

understand the importance of water; even the children should be taught 

about water conservation as part of their curriculum in their childhood. We 

must move forward with the belief that in the next five years we have to do 

more than four times the work that has been done in the last 70 years for 

water conservation and to revive the sources of water. We cannot wait any 

longer. The great Saint Thiruvalluvar ji had professed hundreds of years 

ago when perhaps no one would have thought of the water crisis and the 

importance of water.

And then Saint Thiruvalluvar ji had said NeerIndri Amiyadhu 

Ulganein  meaning that if water starts disappearing, then  nature's 

processes get disrupted and eventually come to an end. This initiates the 

process of total destruction. 

I was born in Gujarat.  In North Gujarat, there is a jain pilgrim city 

called Mahudi. Approximately 100 years ago there lived a Jain saint who 

was born in a farmer's family. He used to work in the fields but under the 

influence of Jainism. He became a Jain saint called Budhi Sagar ji Maharaj. 

He left behind some scriptures 100 years ago in which he shared a 

premonition that there will be a time when water will be sold in grocery 
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shops. Can you imagine that the words of the saint written hundred years 

ago have actually become a reality now. What was predicted a century ago 

is now a ground reality, and today, we all are actually buying water from 

grocery shops. 

 Dear countrymen, we are not to get tired in our efforts, nor shall we 

halt or hesitate in moving ahead. 

This campaign on Water conservation should not just remain a 

government initiative. It should become a people's movement like our 

Swacchh Bharat Abhiyan. We have to carry forward this movement with 

the help the common man's ideals, aspirations and efforts.

Dear Countrymen, our nation has reached a phase when we 

should be transparent about everything.

Time has now come that we should take challenges head-on. 

Sometimes decisions are taken keeping in mind political advantage but 

they come at the cost of  growth of future generation of our country. I 

would like to highlight the issue of population explosion in one Country 

from the aegis of the Red Fort today.

This rapidly increasing population poses various new challenges 

for us and our future generations.

In our society, there is a section which is very well aware of the 

consequences of the uncontrolled population growth. They all deserve 

accolades and respect. This is also their expression for their love for the 

nation.  Before having a baby, they take a well considered decision whether 

they will be able to take care of the child's needs and fulfill his/her dreams 

by playing the role of a responsible parent.

Keeping these parameters in mind, this small sections of 

responsible citizens is self motivated to keep their family small. Not only do 

they contribute to the welfare of their family but also to the good of the 

nation.

They express patriotism. I would like all the people of our society 

to watch their lives closely and see how much they have served their 

families by limiting increase in family size. It is about how the family has 

moved forward in just a generation or two,  how the children have got 

education, how the family is free from disease, how well the family fulfils 

their primary needs.

We should learn from them. Before a child arrives into our family 

we should think  - have I prepared myself to fulfil the  needs of the child ? 

Or will I leave it dependent on the society? Will I leave the child un-

nurtured? No parents can continue to give birth to children who are forced 
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to live this type of life and therefore a social awareness is needed.

The people who have played this huge role need to be honoured, 

and by setting them as examples we need to inspire the segment of the 

society who are still not thinking on these lines. We need to worry about 

population explosion.

Governments also have to come forward through different 

schemes. Be it the State Government or the Central Government - everyone 

has to walk together to shoulder this responsibility. We cannot think of an 

unhealthy society, we cannot think of an uneducated society. In 21st 

century India, the ability to fulfill dreams starts with a person, starts with a 

family. If the population is not educated, not healthy, then neither the home 

nor the country can be happy.  If the population is educated, empowered, 

and skilled and has adequate means available to achieve the right ambience 

to fulfill their wishes and needs, then I think the country can fulfill these 

things.

My dear countrymen, you are well aware that corruption and 

nepotism have damaged our country beyond imagination and entered into 

our lives like termites. We are continuously trying to weed them out.  There 

have been successes also, but the disease is so deeply entrenched, the 

disease is so wide spread that we will have to keep putting in more efforts 

and that too at every level, not just at the government level, and we need to 

keep doing it continuously.

All work cannot be done at one go, bad habits are like chronic 

disease. Sometimes it gets cured, but sometimes it relapses. This too is a 

disease for which we have taken many steps, eliminating it by continuous 

use of technology. Every effort has been made to strengthen honesty and 

transparency at all levels.

You must have seen that immediately after formation of the 

Government, and also in the last five years the Government has removed 

many top officials. All such people creating obstacles were told that the 

country does not need their services anymore and they have been removed.

I believe that there should be change in the system, but at the same 

time there should be a change in the social fabric. Along with the change in 

the social fabric, a change in the mindset and beliefs of the people running 

the systems is also very essential. Then only the desired results can be 

achieved.

Brothers and sisters, the country has, in a way, matured after so 

many years of independence.
thWe are going to celebrate the 75  anniversary of Independence. 
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This Freedom is as precious to us as our ethical values, attitudes and 

sensitivities. Whenever I hold meetings with officials I'd always mention, I 

do not talk about it publicly but today I feel like speaking out, I repeatedly 

exhort the officials that after so many years of Independence can we not do 

something about cutting down red tape and reduce the involvement of the 

Government in the daily life of the common man.

The meaning of an Independent India for me is to create an 

ecosystem that gradually reduces the involvement of govt. in the lives of its 

peoples. This will give people the choice to decide about their own destiny 

and embark upon whichever direction they wish in the national interest, 

for betterment of their families and in the pursuit of their dreams.

Citizens should not feel pressure of the government but at the same 

time during a crisis the government must not be found wanting. The 

government should neither be exerting nor wanting, but let us all move 

forward with our dreams. The government should be always standing by 

us, as a companion. In case the need arises, the people should be assured 

that Govt. is always there to back them up. Can we create such a system?

We have done away with several unnecessary laws and rules 

which had been rendered redundant. In the last five years I have abolished, 

practically, one redundant law every day. Perhaps the common man is not 

aware of it, - abolishing one obsolete law each day means almost 1,450 laws 

have been done away with an aim to reduce the burden from the common 

man's life. The (new) government has only completed ten weeks into office, 

and already (another) 60 laws have been repealed with an aim to bring 

about 'Ease of Living'. 'Ease of Living' is imperative for an Independent 

India and we are committed to focus on 'Ease of Living' and want to take it 

ahead.

Today, we have made much progress towards 'Ease of doing 

business.' We aim to reach the Top Five in the global ranking and for this 

there will be a need for several reforms; anybody wanting to set up a small 

business or industry, faces several small and big issues, - such as filling up 

several forms, going  from pillar to post, he has to make visits to scores of 

offices, but he still  doesn't get the requisite sanction. In attempts to 

unshackle this intricate web, bringing reforms after reform, taking the 

Centre and States together, taking along the city and metropolitan 

municipalities, we have been able to achieve a fair degree of success 

towards 'Ease of doing business.'

Across the globe there is a growing realization that such a large 

country as India, a developing nation, can dream big and make such a big 

124



leap. 'Ease of doing business' seems just a milestone; my ultimate objective 

is to achieve is 'Ease of living', - where a common man does not have to 

exercise himself to get Govt./Officials clearances, he gets his due rights 

easily and thus there is a need for us to proceed in that direction.

My dear countrymen, our nation must march forward, but the 

country cannot now wait much longer for incremental progress, we will 

have to take a big leap, we will have to change our thinking. To make India 

reach the Global Standards we need to build modern infrastructure.

Notwithstanding despondent attitudes, ordinary people always 

dream of a good system. They like good things; they have developed a taste 

for it. So we have decided to invest 100 lakh crore rupees for modern 

infrastructure in this time period. This will generate employment; will 

develop new systems and various aspirations will be met. Be it Sagarmala 

Project or Bharat Mala Project, modern railway stations, bus stations or 

airports, be it modern hospitals or world class educational institutions, we 

want to develop the entire infrastructure. Now the country also requires 

seaports. The ordinary people have changed and we have to understand 

that.

Earlier, if a decision was taken on paper that a railway station was 

going to be constructed in a particular area, there used to be a positive 

feeling for years together that a new railway station would be available 

somewhere nearby. Times have changed now. The ordinary citizens are no 

longer satisfied with just a railway station. They will immediately ask, 

“When will Vande Bharat Express come to our area?” Their thinking has 

changed. If we construct a very good bus station or five star Railway 

station, the people will not say “well done”. They will forthwith ask, 

“When will the airport be ready”? That means their thinking has changed. 

The people who were happy with just getting a railway stoppage are now 

asking, “It is ok, but when is the airport going to open here?”

Earlier people used to ask, “When will a metaled road be 

constructed in our area?” Now people ask, “Will the road be of 4-lane or 6-

lane one?” They are not satisfied to metaled roads any longer. I think this is 

a very significant change for aspiring India.

Earlier, even on seeing the electricity poles lying on the ground 

people used to be happy, thinking that the electricity had reached them 

even if the pole had not been erected. But now even after the installation of 

transmission wires and electric meters, people ask “When will we get 24-

hour electric supply?” They are no longer happy with just poles and wires.

Earlier, when mobile phones were just in vogue, people were 
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content that mobile phone had finally arrived. But now they discuss about 

data speed. We have to understand this transformation of psychology and 

changing times. We have to move forward in many fields, with the Global 

Benchmark like modern infrastructure, clean energy, gas based economy, 

gas grid, e-mobility etc.

My dear Countrymen, generally the governments of our country 

are identified with what they have done in a particular area or for a 

particular community or group. Generally, the government and the people 

went by the yardstick as to how much a government has given or to whom 

it has been given. This was considered as good enough. May be it was the 

need of the hour and a compulsion.

But despite whatever, however, whenever or whoever may have 

received in the past, we now need to unitedly think  about what dreams we 

want to achieve as a nation. Time demands that we live fight and move 

ahead in unison to fulfil these dreams. Keeping this in mind we have set a 

dream target of building a five trillion dollar economy.  130 crore 

countrymen can move together even with small contributions. The target 

of 5 trillion dollar economy may appear difficult to some people.  They may 

not be wrong but if we don't accomplish difficult tasks, how will the 

country moved ahead? If we don't take up difficult challenges how will we 

develop a mind set to move forward? Psychologically also we must always 

aim high and that is what we have done. This is not just in the air. We had 

reached a 2 trillion dollar economy after 70 years of independence, after 70 

years' journey on the path of development we could achieve just a 2 trillion 

dollar economy. But within five years from 2014 to 2019 we reached a 3 

trillion dollar economy i.e we added one trillion dollars. If we succeeded in 

taking such a big jump in just 5 years, then we can become a 5 trillion dollar 

economy in the next five years. This must be a dream of every Indian.

When the economy grows, it brings better standard of living for the 

people. Opportunities get created to fulfil the dreams of even of those at 

bottom. In order to create these opportunities we have to develop this mind 

set about the economic sector of the country.

When we dream to double the income of our farmers, when we 

dream that after 75 years of independence each family, including the 

poorest of the poor, should own a house, when we dream that on 

completing 75 years of independence each family must get electricity in 

their house, when we dream that on completing 75 years of independence 

each village of India must have optical fibre network, broad band 

connectivity and long distance education, these should no longer be seem 

to be dreams.
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We must focus upon developing our maritime resources and blue 

economy. We should empower our fishermen community. Our farmers, 

who provide us food, may become energy givers. Why should they not 

become exporters as well, why should the produce of our farmers not 

dominate the international market? We want to move ahead with these 

dreams. Our country will have to boost its export. Let us make every effort 

to reach the global market.

Each district of our country has a potential equal to that of one 

country, each of our districts has the capacity equal to a small country in the 

world. We need to understand this power and channelize this potential. 

And why should each district not think of becoming an export hub?  Each 

district has its own handicraft and each district has its unique specialities. If 

some district is known for its perfumes then some other district may have 

saris as its distinct identity whereas some other district is known for 

utensils and the other district is famous for its sweets. Each of our districts 

has a diverse identity and potential for global market.  

We are trying to see how can we use zero defect zero effect in 

manufacturing for global markets. If we focus on exports by making the 

world aware of this diversity, and work towards capturing the world 

market, then the youth of the country will get employment. This will give 

great strength to our small scale and micro level industries. We have to 

increase that strength.

Our country can be a fascinating tourist destination for the world, 

but for some reason, we have not been able to do it as fast as we need to. 

Come, let all of us, the countrymen, take the decision to boost tourism in the 

country. As tourism grows, capital investment provides more employment 

opportunities. The country's economy also gets a boost.  People all over the 

world are ready to see India in a new way today. Let us think how we can 

attract tourists to our country from the world over, how we can strengthen 

the tourism sector and what arrangements should be made at tourist 

destinations. We should also talk about increasing the income of ordinary 

citizens, better education for them, new employment opportunities. There 

should be launching pads for the middle class people so that they can 

realize their dreams. Our scientists should have the best facilities and 

resources, our forces should have the best weapons and equipment that too 

indigenously made. I believe that there are many areas which can give 

India a new strength to become a five trillion dollar economy.

My dear brothers and sisters, today the country has a very 

favourable environment for achieving economic success. When there is a 

stable government, the policies are predictable and systems are stable, then 
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the world also starts having confidence in you. The people of the country 

have shown this. The world is also watching India's political stability with 

great pride and respect. We should not let this opportunity go. Today the 

world is keen to do business with us. It wants to connect with us. Today, it is 

a matter of great pride for us that while controlling inflation, we are moving 

forward with an important equation to increase the growth rate. 

Sometimes the growth rate may increase, but inflation is not under control. 

Sometimes when the inflation is under control, the growth rate gets 

affected. But our government has not only controlled inflation but has also 

increased the growth rate.

The fundamentals of our economy are very strong. And this 

strength gives us confidence to move ahead. In the same way, by 

developing a system like GST, and bringing reforms like Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, we want to develop an environment of confidence. 

There should be increased production in our country, increased processing 

of our natural wealth, value addition, export of the value added products to 

the world. Why can't we have a dream wherein every country in the world 

imports some or the other Indian product, wherein every district of India 

exports some product? If we take these two things into consideration, then 

we can also increase the income. Our companies and entrepreneurs also 

dream of getting access to the world market. By getting access to the world 

market, our investors will be able to enhance the status of India; our 

investors will be able to earn more; our investors will be able to invest more; 

our investors will be able to generate more employment. We are completely 

ready to encourage our investors to come forward for generating 

employment.

In our country, certain wrong beliefs have come into existence. We 

have to come out of those mindset. Those who create wealth for the 

country, those who contribute in the nation's wealth creation are all serving 

the country. We should not doubt our wealth creators.

The need of the hour is to recognise and encourage the wealth 

creators of our nation. They should receive more honour. If wealth is not 

created, wealth cannot be distributed. Further, if wealth is not distributed 

we cannot uplift the poor sector of our society. Such is the importance of 

wealth creation for our country which we need to facilitate further.

Those who are making efforts to create wealth, according to me 

they themselves are an asset to the nation and must be empowered.

My dear Countrymen, today we are emphasising on peace and 

security along with development. Globally, countries are gripped with 
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several insecurities. Death seems hovering in some or the other part of the 

world.

India has to play a vital role in reinstating world peace. We cannot 

remain silent spectators in the global environment. We are putting up a 

tough fight against terrorist organisations. In any part of the world, an act 

of terrorism should be regarded as an attack on humanity. Therefore, I urge 

all forces to unite against those who promote and give shelter to terrorist 

outfits. India should contribute in exposing these anti-humanitarian 

activities and is resolute to unite all world forces to end terrorism.

We want that India should play a crucial role in the war against 

terrorism. India should unite all forces to expose those who give shelter to 

terrorists, those who encourage terrorism and those who export terrorism.

Some terrorist organisations have not only targeted India, but are 

also damaging our neighbouring countries. Bangladesh and Afghanistan 

are also grappling with terrorist activities. In Sri Lanka, sadly, innocent 

people have been killed en-masse inside a church. This is such a heart 

wrenching event. Hence, we all have to unite and act proactively to bring 

security, peace and harmony in this sub-continent. 

Our friendly neighbour Afghanistan is also going to celebrate its 

100th year of independence, four days from now.  I would like to extend my 

heartiest greetings to them on this auspicious occasion.

It is our clear policy that those who are spreading fear and fostering 

violence must be razed to the ground. We have made this clear through our 

policies and strategies to curb all such malafide intentions. We have no 

inhibitions. Our army, border security forces and security agencies have 

done a commendable job. They always stand tall in their uniforms and 

guard us from all adversities. They have martyred their lives to ensure a 

bright future for us. I salute and I pay my homage to them. It is important 

that we take timely steps towards reforms.

You must have noticed that deliberations are on since a long time 

to bring reforms in military infrastructure, armed forces and military 

resources. Previous governments have also discussed the same. Several 

commissions have been formed and all the reports have brought to light the 

same issues. 

There is hardly any difference, but this has been stated repeatedly.  

There indeed is coordination between our Navy, Army and Air Force. We 

can be proud of the arrangement of our armed forces.  Any Hindustani can 

be proud of Indian Military. They also strive for modernity in their own 

way.
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But the world is changing today, the scope of war is changing, the 

nature of war is changing. It is becoming technology driven; in the 

circumstances India too should not have a fragmented approach. Our 

entire military power will have to work in unison and move forward. 

Things cannot move smoothly if anyone from the Navy, Army and Air 

Force is a step ahead from the other two forces, while the other two are 

lagging behind. All the three should move simultaneously at the same 

pace. There should be good coordination and it should be relevant with the 

hope and aspirations of our people.  It should be in line with the changing 

war and security environment in the world and today I want to announce 

an important decision from Red Fort. The subject experts on the issue have 

been demanding this for a long time. Today we have decided that we will 

now have a Chief of Defence Staff- CDS and after formation of this post all 

the three forces will get effective leadership at the top level. The CDS 

System is a very important and compelling task in our dream to reform the 

strategic pace of Hindustan in the world.

My dear countrymen, we are lucky that we are born in such a 

period, we are living in such a period, when we have the ability to do 

something.  Sometimes it comes to my mind that when we were fighting for 

freedom, great men like Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Rajguru were competing 

for their sacrifice. Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, freedom 

fighters were going door-to-door, to awaken the country to realize their 

dreams of independence. We were not born at that time. We did not get a 

chance to sacrifice for the country, but we have definitely got a chance to 

live for the country now. And it is a privilege that this period is like this, this 

year is very important for us. This is the festival of 150th birth anniversary 

of Bapu Mahatma Gandhi.

We feel blessed to have such opportunity. 75 years of our 

Independence and the remembrance of those who sacrificed for the 

country, inspires us to do something. We should capitalise on this 

opportunity. We, 130 crore of countrymen, have to move further, to achieve 

the dreams of Mahatma Gandhi, the dreams of freedom fighters of the 

country.  We should make the 75 years of independence and 150 years of 

Gandhi into a festival. This is a great opportunity for our inspiration.

I had spoken about Swachhata in 2014 from this Red Fort. I am 

confident that within next few weeks of 2019 itself India will declare itself 

Open Defecation Free. States, Villages, Municipalities, Media, everyone 

has started Mass-Movement regarding ODF. The government was 

nowhere to be seen, people participated in the mass movement and the 

results are quite evident.
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My dear countrymen, I would like to put forward a small request 

to you. On this 2 October can we make India free from single- use plastic? 

Let us move around, form teams and move out from home, school, college.

Remembering revered Bapu, we should move out of home 

collecting single-use plastic from homes, streets, chowks, and drains. 

Municipalities, Municipal corporations, Gram Panchayat should make 
ndarrangements to collect single-use plastic. Can we take first big step on 2  

October, towards making India free from single-use plastic?

Come my countrymen, let us take this forward.

I will request start-up organizations, technicians and 

entrepreneurs to see what we can do to recycle this plastic? Plastic is being 

used in making highways. Many such remedies can be there. But to get rid 

of such problems we have to initiate mass movement but at the same time 

we have to think of the alternate systems. I will request all shopkeepers 

along with many sign boards in your shop please also put another one 

exhorting customers not to use plastic bags; that they should instead bring 

their own cloth bags or buy cloth bags for carrying their goods. Let us create 

an environment. We generally give gifts to people on Diwali. Why not pack 

those gifts in cloth bags this year and every time? If people go to market 

with cloth bags, that will be an advertisement for your company too. If you 

give a diary or calendar nothing will happen. But if you give a bag, that will 

be a medium of your advertisement. It should be a jute bag. It will help 

farmers. The cloth bag will help famers. These are all small things. It will 

help poor widows who are into sewing. Our small steps can change the 

lives of ordinary people and we have to work towards that.

My dear countrymen, whether it is a five trillion economy dream 

or the dream of a self-reliant India, we are following the principles of 

Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi's ideals are relevant even today. So we 

have to take forward our 'Make in India' mission. Shouldn't made in India 

products be our priority? Let us decide whatever is produced and available 

in our country should be our priority. We have to give stress on local 

products for lucky tomorrow; we have to go for local for bright future. 

Whatever is produced in the village should be given priority. If it is not 

available in the village we have to go beyond that- to Tehsil, to the district 

and then to the state level. I don't think that one has to go outside the state to 

meet one's requirements. Our rural economy will get a boost; our small 

entrepreneurs will get a boost; our traditional things will get a fillip.

Brothers and sisters we like mobile phones, we like to send 

whatsapp messages, we like to be on Facebook-twitter. But we can help 
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country's economy through these means. Technology is useful for the 

people who know its usefulness. Technology is helpful for the 

development of a modern India. Why shouldn't we move towards Digital 

payment? Today we are proud that our RuPay card is accepted in 

Singapore. In the near future RuPay card will be accepted in more 

countries. Our digital platform is spreading steadily. Shouldn't we stress 

on digital payment in villages, small shops and small shopping malls? For 

the sake of honesty, transparency and to make our country's economy 

strong let us move towards digital payment. If you go to villages you will 

generally see boards put up by traders saying “only cash, no credit please”. 

I will urge the businessmen to display another board: “say yes to digital 

payment and no to cash”. We should create an atmosphere like this. I will 

urge the banking sector and the people from the business world to give 

emphasis on these things. 

In our country the bulk of middle class and higher middle class are 

increasing. This is a good thing. People go to various countries as a tourist 

with their family once or twice in a year. It is good that our children get 

exposure.  But today I want to urge all such families to think over whether 

they will want their children to know their country as well, when it 
thcelebrates the 75  Year of its Independence, which could be achieved after 

many great men and women had sacrificed their lives?  Are there any 

parents who do not want their children to be emotionally connected with 

the country's soil, its history, its air and water?   Do they not want their 

children to gather new energy from all these?  We have to move ahead in 

right earnest.  No matter how advanced we become, if we get cut off from 

our roots, we can never survive.  Today from the ramparts of Red Fort, I am 

asking you one thing. This is to generate employment of the youth, to build 

an image of India in the world and to tell the world what India is capable of.   
thIt is time you decide that before 2022, when India will be celebrating the 75  

Year of its Independence, we take our families to at least 15 tourist 

destinations in the country.  We may face some difficulties in those places 

but still, you should go.  There may not be good hotels. But, sometimes such 

difficulties also bring opportunities along.  Our children will learn what 

their country is, when they visit such tourist destinations.  The people who 

can build facilities will also reach there and that will generate employment.  

Why don't we develop 100 good tourist destinations, why shouldn't there 

be target of developing 2, 5 or 7 top class tourist destinations in every state?  

North-East of India has huge natural resources but how many universities 

make that part of the country as their tourist destination?  You do not have 

to spend much, neither do have you need to spend a lot of time; in 7 to 10 
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days you can visit within the country.

 A new world will come into being in the places you visit.  You will 

get bliss in the life once we Indians visit the tourist spots of North-East, 

foreigners will also follow suit.  But, think over when we go out of the 

country and the people there ask, whether you have seen that temple in 

Tamil Nadu and we say ''No''; then how does it feel.  They would be 

surprised and say that they being foreigners, have visited that temple but 

you being an Indian have not seen it so far.   So, before we go abroad we 

must know our country well. 

Now, I want to ask something from my farmer brothers. For 

farmers, for my countrymen this country is their motherland.  As we chant 

'Bharat Mata Ki Jai” our hearts are filled with new energy.

The word “Vande Mataram'' enthuses our hearts with a wish to 

sacrifice for the country.  A long history beckons us. But have we ever cared 

to think about our motherland's health?  The way we are using chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides, it is damaging the health of its soil.  As a farmer, 

as a child of this soil, I have no right to damage its health.  I have no right to 

make my mother India sad nor do have I right to make her sick.

We would soon complete 75 years since our Independence.

Revered Bapu showed us the way. Should we not cut down the use 

of chemical fertilizer in our fields by 10% or 20% or 25% and if possible 

should we not launch a Muktikar Abhiyan (campaign)?. This would be a 

great service to the nation. This would be a great step in saving our Mother 

Earth. Your endeavour in saving our mother earth will also get blessings of 

those who dedicated their lives chanting Vande Mataram in order to fulfil 

the dream of achieving freedom for our motherland. Therefore I appeal to 

you as I am fully confident that my countrymen will definitely be able to 

achieve this.  My farmers will fulfil this request of mine because I have full 

trust in them.

My dear brothers and sisters, professionals of our country are at a 

commanding position globally. Their potential is very well recognised. 

People respect them. Be it space, be it technology, we have achieved new 

heights. It's a matter of happiness of us that our Chandrayaan is moving 

speedily towards that part of the moon where no one has ever reached. 

Such is the mastery of our scientists.

Similarly, our presence was much less in the field of sports. Today 

young sons and daughters of my country in the age group of 18 to 22 are 

making India's tricolor fly in various sports stadia. How proud that feels! 

Our sportspersons are earning laurels for the country.
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Dear countrymen, we have to take our country forward. We have 

to transform our country. We have to make our country reach newer 

heights and we have to do this collectively. The government and the people 

have to achieve this collectively and jointly.  Our 130 crore countrymen 

have to do this.  Prime Minister of the country is also a child of this country 

like you and he also is a citizen of the country. We all have to work unitedly 

for this.

In the coming days about 1.5 lakh wellness centres and health 

centres will have to be set up in rural areas. Setting up one medical college 

for every three Lok Sabha constituencies will make us realize the dream of 

our youth becoming doctors. Houses for more than 2 crore poor people 

have to be built. We have to supply potable drinking water to 15 crore 

houses in rural areas, construct 1.25 km roads in rural areas. Each village 

has to be provided with Broad Band connectivity and connected with 

optical fibre network, also a network of more than 50000 new start-ups has 

to be raised. We need to move forward with so many dreams.

And, therefore, brothers and sisters, we the countrymen have to 

collectively take our country forward with these dreams in mind and for 

this 75 years of independence is a very big motivation.

130 crore countrymen have their dreams, their challenges. Each 

dream and each challenge has its own importance. It is not that some is 

more important and the other is less important. It may not be possible for 

me to delve at all the topics during this speech. So, whatever I could speak 

today and whatever I could not speak are equally important. If we move 

forward, we should keep in mind that we have to take our country forward.

75 years of Independence, 150 years of Gandhi and 70 years of 

India's Constitution has been completed for realising the dream of Baba 
thSaheb Ambedkar. We are also celebrating 550   Parv of Guru Nanak Dev ji 

this year. Let us move ahead following the teachings of Baba Saheb 

Ambedker and Guru Nanak Dev ji as we have to build a better society and a 

better country as per the expectations of the whole world.

My dear brothers and sisters, we know that our targets are as high 

as the Himalayas, our dreams are even more than the innumerable stars. 

But we also know that even skies cannot check the flight of our courage.

This is our resolve, our potential is beyond measure just like the 

Indian Ocean. Our efforts are holy like the flowing Ganges and are ever 

continuing. Above all these things our values draw inspiration from our 

ancient culture and the penance of our sages and saints. The sacrifice and 

hard work of our countrymen is our motivation.
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Come on, let us move ahead to build a new India keeping these 

ideals and resolves in mind. Fulfilling our responsibilities with a new 

confidence and a new resolve to build a new India should be our mantra. 

Let us together take our country forward with this single expectation, I 

once again bow to everyone who lived, fought, died for the country.

Jai Hind.

Jai Hind.

Bharat Mata ki Jai.

Bharat Mata ki Jai.

Vande Mataram

Vande Mataram

Thank you very very much.
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'Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat' - PM Narendra Modi

My dear countrymen,

Congratulations and many best wishes to all the countrymen on this 

auspicious occasion of independence.

Today, we are able to live in an independent India because of the 

sacrifices of millions of sons and daughters of Mother India. This is an 

occasion to pay tribute to the freedom fighters, martyrs and brave souls and 

their spirit and dedication to free Mother India.

The valiant soldiers of our armed forces, our paramilitary forces, our 

police personnel and our security forces- everyone is engaged in protecting 

Mother India. They are engaged in safeguarding the common man. Today 

is the day to remember their sacrifices and penance sincerely and 

wholeheartedly.

There is another name: Aurobindo Ghose. Today is the birth 

anniversary of Aurobindo Ghose, who tread the path from being a 

revolutionary to spirituality. Let us seek his blessings so that we can fulfil 

his as well as our vision.

We are passing through an extraordinary situation. Today, children- 

the bright future of India- are not in front of me. Why? It is because Corona 

has stopped everyone. In this period of corona, I salute millions of corona 

warriors- doctors, nurses, sanitation workers, ambulance drivers and so 

on-who all should I count.

I salute all the corona warriors, who for a long time have adhered to 

th
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the mantra of i.e. service is the best 

religion and have served the children of 

Mother India with complete dedication.

In the period of corona, many of 

our brothers and sisters have been 

affected by this pandemic; many 

families have been affected; many have 

also lost their lives. I express my 

condolences to all such families, and I 

believe the indomitable will power and 

determination of 130 crore countrymen 

will make us win over Corona and we 

shall definitely win.

I know that recently we have been passing through a number of 

crises. Floods, especially in the north-east, eastern India, south India and 

some parts of western India; landslides in many areas; people have had to 

face many problems. Many people have lost their lives. I also express my 

condolences to those families.

And the nation stands in solidarity with the state governments in 

these days of crisis. No stone is being left unturned by either the state or 

central government to provide relief measures to the needy.

My dear Countrymen, Independence Day is a festival to celebrate 

freedom. It is an occasion to enthuse new energy by remembering our 

freedom fighters. This day is a harbinger of new inspirations. It reignites 

new fervour, exuberance and enthusiasm. And in times like now, it 

becomes even more imperative for us to be determined. It is an auspicious 

day because when we meet again next year to celebrate, we shall be 

entering into the 75 years of our free existence. This is a momentous 

occasion. Today, all of us 130 crores Indians have to make significant 

pledges for the coming two years. And when we complete the 75 years of 

our freedom, we will be able celebrate the redemption of those pledges .

My dear countrymen, our forefathers fought for this freedom with 

extreme commitment, utmost integrity, sincere penance, renunciation and 

sacrifice; we should never forget the way they laid their lives for Mother 

India. We should never forget that during this long and dark ages of 

slavery, not even a moment was lost when they were not moved by the 

desire for freedom. There insn't a countryman who did not put his best foot 

forward aspiring to break free the nation from the shackles of slavery, by 

waging a war and making any sacrifice possible to bring this day. Many 

sacrificed their youth in jails. Many left behind their life's dreams and 
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embraced the gallows. I salute these revered martyrs who offered 

themselves as an oblation. Indeed amazing! On the one side, the country 

witnessed a phase of mass movements and on the other side the 

resounding voice of armed revolt.

Under the leadership of Pujya Bapu, the great national awakening 

accompanied by mass movements, gave new impetus to the struggle for 

freedom. And so today we are blessed to be able to celebrate our 

Independence Day with such fervour.

During this freedom struggle, several efforts were made to douse the 

fire of revolt and throttle the soul and spirit of our motherland. Many 

attempts were made to ruin the Indian culture, tradition, customs and 

heritage. Running across centuries, that was the period of SAAM DAAM 

DAND BHED (either by hook or crook) – and all this was at its peak. Many 

came here with the innate belief that they have come to reign the world for 

eternity (yaavat chandra diwakaro-till sun and moon exist). But the strong 

determination to be freed beat such ambitions to dust. They believed that 

India was a divided lot due to the existence of multiple identities, nobilities, 

languages and dialects, cuisines, costumes and culture. They labored 

under the misunderstanding that a country of so many diversities can 

never stand up as one against any force. But they could not recognize the 

soul and pulse of the country, that life force, that chord which binds us 

together. And when this force came out with full vigour in the fight for 

freedom, India succeeded in throwing away the shackles of slavery .

We are aware of the fact that that was the regime when propagators of 

expansionism spread across geographies and attained supremacy and 

power, but the freedom movement of India inspired many across the globe 

to stand against these forces. India became a pillar and ignited the fire of 
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freedom struggle all over the world.

And those, who were involved in the blind race of expansionism, 

threw the World into two World wars, destroyed humanity, ruined lives 

and wrecked the globe to achieve their designs.

But even during such a period, even in the midst of the destructive 

war, India did not abandon its urge for freedom; neither was it found 

lacking, nor did it lower its guard.

Whenever there was a need, the country has been making sacrifices, 

enduring sufferings and leading people's movements. India's battle 

created an atmosphere for freedom in the world. And the change that the 

power of India brought in the world, it became a challenge for 

expansionism. History can never deny it.

My dear countrymen,

In the entire World, in its war for independence,  India kept marching 

with its head high with its strength of unity, collectivity, the resolve for its 

bright future, its commitment and inspiration.

My dear countrymen,

In the midst of the Corona pandemic, 130 crore Indians pledged 

themselves to become self-reliant. Today self-reliance is etched in the mind 

of every Indian. We are also witnessing the realization of that dream of Self-

Reliant India (“AatmaNirbharBharat”).  “Self-reliant India” is not just a 

word, it has become a mantra for 130 crore countrymen.

When I talk of self-reliance, all of us who are now above the age group 

of 25-30 years surely recall how we were goaded by our parents and elders 

to become self-reliant as we attained an age of 20 - 21. Every family expects 

its children of 20-21 years to be self-reliant. As we are just one step away 

from the 75th Anniversary 

of Independence, it is 

essential for a country like 

India to stand own its own, 

and to become self reliant. 

What is necessary for a 

family is also essential for a 

country. I have full faith that 

India will realize this 

dream. And the reason for 

this is the strength of my 

country's citizens in which I 

have full faith, I am proud of 



their talent, I have confidence in our youth and the country's unparalleled 

women power. I have faith in the thinking, in the approach of India. And 

history is witness that whenever India resolves to do something, it does it.

Therefore, when we talk about self-reliance, it arouses not only 

curiosity all over the World but also expectations from India. Therefore, it is 

imperative that we make ourselves capable for realization of that 

expectation. It is very essential to prepare ourselves.

A large country like India is full of energy of youth power. The first 

condition for a self-reliant India is self-confidence which is the foundation 

of self-reliance.

And this has the power to give a new vision and a new energy to 

development.

India has always followed the adage - 'Whole world is one family' 

and Vinoba ji used to say ''i.e. hail the world. Therefore, the world is one 

family for us. So, alongside financial development, mankind and humanity 

should also get importance. And we follow this dictum.       

Today the world is interconnected and inter-dependent. So, it is the 

need of the hour that a vast country like India should increase its 

contribution to the world economy. It is also India's duty towards world 

welfare. If India wants to increase its contribution then she herself will have 

to be empowered; she will have to be self-reliant or 'AatmaNirbhar'. We 

must make ourselves capable of contributing towards world welfare. If our 

roots are strong and we are capable enough, we will be able to take steps 

towards world welfare.
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Our country has plenty of natural resources. It is the need of the hour 

that we start the value addition of these natural resources and human 

resources; and to take the country to new heights. How long shall we 

continue to export raw material to the world? How long will the process of 

exporting raw material and importing finished goods continue? So, we will 

have to be self-reliant. We will have to resort to value addition of our 

capabilities as per the world's requirements. It is our responsibility. We 

want to move ahead in the field of value addition to contribute to world 

welfare. Similarly, there was a time when we used to import wheat from 

abroad; but our farmers have done a wonderful job. And now India is self-

reliant in the agricultural sector. Today India's farmers not only supply the 

food grains for the citizens of India but India is also in such a position that it 

provides food grains to the other countries in need.

Though this is our strength- the strength of self-reliance in 

agriculture- value addition is also necessary in this sector. Our farm sector 

needs to evolve in line with requirements of world; Value addition is 

required for our farm sector

Today, the country is taking several new initiatives. You see, we have 

opened up the space sector. The youth of the country is getting 

opportunities. We have liberated the agriculture sector from the shackles of 

laws and have tried to make it self-reliant. When India becomes powerful in 

the space sector, neighbouring countries also get its benefits. If we become 

powerful in the energy sector, India can help those countries that want to 

dispel their darkness. When the country's health infrastructure becomes 

self-reliant, then India becomes a preferred country as a destination for 

health tourism. Therefore, it is necessary to see to it that 'Make in India' 

products get appreciated in the world. History is a witness to the fact that 

there was a time when the products made in our country by our skilled 

manpower were used to get appreciated all over the world.

When we talk about becoming self-reliant, then we do not merely 
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refer to decreasing the import demands. When we talk of self-reliance, it is 

about our skills, our human resources. When we start sourcing things from 

abroad, then our capabilities start depleting and consequently, it gets 

completely destroyed over generations. We need to preserve it and 

enhance that caliber of ours. We need to accentuate our skills, our creativity 

and with that we need to touch new heights. We need to strengthen skill 

development for a self-reliant India, for improving our competency.

My dear citizens, I know that when I talk about becoming self-reliant 

then people raise several doubts. I do accept that there are millions of 

challenges while we travel on the path of becoming self-reliant and these 

challenges increase further in a competitive world. We should realise that 

for the millions of challenges we face, our nation has the capability to 

provide billions of solutions. My countrymen are there with the capability 

to resolve the issues.

You can see that in the challenging times of Corona, we were in need 

of many items which we needed to import but the world was unable to 

provide them. The youth of our nation, our entrepreneurs, the industry 

accepted the challenge. The nation that never manufactured N-95, started 

doing so. We started production of PPE which was not being produced 

before, similarly we started producing ventilators in India, which were not 

being made here before. We are not only able to meet our own 

requirements, but now also become strong enough to export to the world. 

We can very well see how a self-reliant India can help the world. Therefore 

it is also the duty of India to work for the welfare of the world.

Enough is enough. What should be the mind-set of independent 

India? The mind-set of independent India should be 'Vocal for Local'. We 

should take pride in our local products. If we do not praise and support our 

indigenous products, then how will they get an opportunity to flourish and 

improve, how will they gain strength? Come, let's pledge that as we move 

towards the 75th year 

of our independence, 

we shall adopt the 

talisman of 'Vocal for 

Local' and together 

l e t ' s  s t r e n g t h e n  

ourselves.

M y  d e a r  

Countrymen,  we  

have clearly seen 

how our nation can 
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do wonders, how it progresses. Who could have imagined that lakhs and 

crores of money would be directly transferred to the Jan-Dhan accounts of 

the poor? Who could have imagined that so many changes would be made 

in the APMC Act for the welfare of farmers? Who could have thought that 

the farmers who were living under the Damocles' sword of the Essential 

Commodities Act, would be freed of it after so many years? Could we have 

imagined that the space sector would be laid open for the youth of our 

nation? Today we are witnessing that National Education Policy, One 

Nation-One Ration Card, One Nation-One Grid, One Nation-One Tax, 

Insolvency and Bank Bankruptcy Code and the effort for merger of banks- 

all these things have become the reality of nation, fact for our nation.

The world is looking at the outcomes of the reforms that are taking 

place in India in these times. The world is closely observing the reforms we 

are bringing one after another, one linked to another. As a result of this 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India has broken all its previous records 

last year.

Last year, there has been an 18% increase in FDI in India. So, even 

during the corona pandemic, top companies of the world are turning to 

India. This confidence hasn't been created just like that. The world didn't 

get fascinated with India without a reason. This confidence has grown 

because of the hard work put in by India in the field of its policies, 

democracy and strengthening the foundation of its economy.

Today many businesses of the world are viewing India as the hub of 

the supply chain. So now, we have to move ahead with the mantra of 'Make 

for World' alongside 'Make in India'.

Try to recall what happened recently and take pride in the 
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capabilities of 130 crore countrymen. During this corona pandemic, there 

were cyclones in the east and the west coasts of India, umpteen number of 

people died because of lightning & landslides, and earthquakes of small 

intensity were felt time and again. As if these were not enough, swarms of 

locust created havoc for our farmers. A series of adversities struck one after 

another. Yet, the country didn't lose confidence and continued to move 

forward with self-confidence.

Today, it is our priority to pull the people and the economy of our 

country out of this corona pandemic. The National Infrastructure Pipeline 

Project will play an important role in this endeavour. Rs 110 lakh crore will 

be spent on this project. For this, about seven thousand projects have been 

identified in different sectors. This will also give a new direction and a fresh 

momentum to the overall infrastructure development of the country. It is 

often said that during crises, the emphasis should be given on 

infrastructure so that economic activity is speeded up and people get 

employment and it generates a cascading effect. Both small and large 

enterprises, farmers and the middle class benefit to a great extent.

And I want to recall one incident today. When Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

was the Prime Minister, he had started a programme with far-reaching 

impact called the Golden Quadrilateral. He had taken the road network 

infrastructure to the next generation level. Even today, the country looks at 

the 'golden quadrilateral' with pride and feels yes, our country is 

transforming.

My dear countrymen,

Atal ji had done this work in his time but now we have to carry it 

forward. We must give it a new thrust. We cannot work in silos. We do not 

need a situation where in the infrastructure sector, road sector will work 

only for roads and the rail sector will work only for rail. There is no 

coordination between the railways and the roadways, between the airport 

and the port, between the railway station and the bus station– this sort of 

situation is not desirable. We must ensure that the infrastructure is a 

comprehensive and an integrated one. It should be complementary to each 

other. The rail should be complementary to the road, the road to sea port 

and the sea port to the airport. We are moving towards a multi-modal 

connectivity infrastructure for the new century. And this will give a new 

dimension. We have started the work with a great dream. And I believe that 

by eliminating silos, we will give a new strength to all these systems.

Along with this, our coastline has a very important significance in 

the world trade. While moving on with Port led development, in the 
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coming days, we will focus on working towards building a modern state-

of-art infrastructure towards the construction of four lane road across the 

entire coastline.

My dear countrymen,

Our scriptures said something very profound. It is said in our 

scriptures that- 'Samarthya mulam Swatantryam, Shram mulam 

Vaibhavam' means 'Capability is the source of freedom, and labour force is 

the source  of grandeur,  prosperity and progress of any nation.

Therefore, nothing can match the hard work of the common man, be 

it cities or villages. When a toiling society gets amenities, the struggles of 

life ease, everyday troubles are reduced and this helps in boosting their 

energy paying rich dividends.

In the last six years, several campaigns have been launched to 

improve the lives of the toiling citizens of the country be it about their own 

bank accounts,  owning a pucca house, construction of such a large number 

of toilets, providing electricity connection in every house, providing a gas 

connection to free our mothers and sisters from the smoke, making efforts 

to provide insurance protection to the poorest of the poor,   Ayushman 

Bharat Yojna to provide free treatment of upto five lakh rupees in the 

best of hospitals, connecting Ration shops through digital technology. A 

significant progress was made  in the last six years to reinstate 

transparency and remove discriminatory practices so that facilities reach 

every poor person.

These instruments have also helped a lot in delivering the services 

seamlessly during the Corona crisis. During this period, we continued to 

provide free gas cylinders to crores of poor families, irrespective of whether 

they had ration card or not the kitchen flames of more than 80 crores of my 

countrymen were kept alighted by supplying free food grains to the  80 

crores countrymen; approximately 90 thousand crore rupees were 

transferred directly into the bank accounts. Just a few years ago, this would 

have been unimaginable that all hundred paise of a rupee disbursed from 

Delhi would reach the account of the poor. It was indeed beyond one's 

imagination hitherto.

Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan has been launched to generate 

employment in their own villages. We trust that our worker friends will be 

re-skilling and upskilling themselves. Having full faith in their efforts, 

relying on the skilled manpower, relying on rural and indigenous 

resources, we gave a clarion call “vocal for local” and “re-skill and up-skill” 

in an endeavor to empower our poor and our country's labour force.

145



Since the center of economic activity is the city, a scheme is being 

implemented for workers like street vendors etc who come from off 

villages to the cities for their livelihood, for providing finances directly by 

the banks. Lakhs  of people have taken advantage of this in such a short 

span of time even during the period of the Corona crisis. Now they  do not 

need to borrow money  at high interest. The workers can now get their 

money with dignity and authority.

In the same way, when our workers migrate to the city, if they get 

good accommodation then their efficiency also increases. And keeping this 

in mind, we have formulated a major scheme for arranging affordable 

housing for them inside the city, so that when the workers come to the city, 

they can focus, deliver and progress with full faith and commitment.

My dear countrymen,

This is also true and we have seen that there are some segments of the 

society which get left behind, are not able to come out of poverty in the 

country's march towards development, Similarly, there are some areas, 

places, terrains which get left behind. Balanced development is very much 

necessary to make India self-reliant. We have identified more than 110 

aspiring districts which are lagging behind compared to an  average 

district. We have to bring each and every parameter of those districts at par 

with the country's average. We are making every effort so that people of 

these 110 districts, which are lagging behind, have access to better 

education, better health facilities and have opportunities for local 

employment.

My dear countrymen,

The priority of a self-reliant India is a self-reliant farming sector and 

self-reliant farmers. And we cannot ignore them. We have seen the 

condition of farmers. Various reforms have been undertaken since 

independence. We have to free them of all the shackles and we have done 

that.

You can't even imagine this. If you make soap, fabric or sugar in one 

corner you can sell it in any part of the country. But not many people know 

that our farmers could not sell their produce anywhere in the country and 

according to their will. He had to sell his produce at a notified area. We have 

eliminated all those restrictions.

Now India's farmer will be able to breathe free by selling his produce 

in any part of the country or the world according to his own terms. We have 

emphasized on several alternative measures to increase the income of the 

farmer. We are constantly working to reduce the input cost of the farming. 
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How can he be provided a solar pump instead of a diesel pump, how can 

the producer of food become an energy producer? We are working in a 

direction so that avenues like bee farming, fisheries, poultry, etc should be 

made available to him so that his income gets doubled.

Time demands that our agriculture sector becomes modern and there 

should be value addition, there should be food processing, food packaging. 

And it needs better infrastructure.

You must have seen that the Indian government has sanctioned 

1,00,000 crore rupees for agriculture infrastructure even during the Corona 

pandemic. This infrastructure will be for the welfare of the farmers and 

they will be able to get better prices of their produce, and will be able to sell 

their produce in foreign markets. They will have greater reach to foreign 

markets.

There is a need to strengthen rural industries. Special economic zones 

will be created in the rural areas. A web of agriculture and non-agriculture 

industries will be created. We have tried to create FPO (Farmer Product 

Association) which will go a long way in their economic empowerment.

Brothers and sisters,

Last time, I had made an announcement for the Jal Jeevan Mission. It 

is completing one year. I am very proud to tell you that our dream of 

making available pure drinking water to all the people is getting realized. 

The solution to several health problems is directly linked to the pure 

drinking water. It also contributes to that nation's economy. That's why we 

have started the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Today, I am happy to say  that everyday we are able to supply piped-

water to over one lakh houses. And in the last one year, we have been able 

to provide water to 2 crore families, especially to the tribals living in the 

forests and far-flung areas. A huge campaign has been run. And I am glad 

that today 'Jal-Jeevan Mission' has created an environment of healthy 

competition in the country. There is a healthy competition among the 

districts, among the cities and also among the states. Everyone is hoping 

that the Prime Minister's dream of 'Jal-Jeevan Mission' is accomplished at 

the earliest in their respective areas. The new strength of Cooperative and 

Competitive Federalism has been associated with the 'Jal Jeevan Mission' 

and we are moving forward with it.

My dear countrymen,

Whether it is the  agriculture sector, the small scale industries sector 

or the people in services sector, almost all these people, in a way  constitute 

a huge middle class of India. The professionals from the middle class have 
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made a name for themselves in the world today. Our doctors, engineers, 

lawyers, scientists, from the middle class have made a mark in the world. 

Therefore, it is true that whatever opportunities that the middle class gets, 

they make the most out of it and therefore the middle class needs freedom 

from government interference. The middle class must get more new 

opportunities and an open environment, and our government is constantly 

working to fulfil these dreams of the middle class. The middle class has the 

power to do miracles. So the middle class families get the greatest benefits 

of Ease of living. Cheap internet, affordable smartphones or cheap flight 

tickets under UDAN scheme  or our highways or Information ways - all 

these things are going to increase the strength of the middle class. Today 

you must have seen that the prime dream of the middle class person who 

has come out of poverty, is to have a home; he wants an equal life. We have 

done a lot of work in the field of EMI in the country and as a result, the 

Home Loan rates have become cheaper. When someone takes a home loan, 

one can get a rebate of about 6 lakh rupees, by the time the loan is repaid. 

Recently, it was noticed that a lot of affected middle-class families have 

invested their money (to buy a house), but could not get the possession of 

the  house due to lack of completion of the schemes and they were still 

living in a rented house. The Government of India has set up a special fund 

of 25 thousand crores rupees to complete the incomplete houses to ensure 

that middle class families get homes.

The rates of GST and the income tax have come down. Today, with 

these minimum establishment facilities, we are trying to take the country 

forward. Bringing co-operative banks under the ambit of RBI, in itself is a 

guarantee for safety of the money of middle class families.

The reforms undertaken in the MSME sector and the agriculture 

sector, will directly benefit these hard-working middle class families. 

Consequently, our businessmen and small entrepreneurs will get the 

benefits of the special fund of thousands of crores of rupees. The strength 

and energy of the common Indian is the big foundation of the Atmanirbhar 

Bharat Abhiyan. Relentless work is going on at every level to maintain this 

strength.

My dear countrymen,

Education of the country is of great importance in building a self-

reliant, modern, New India, an India which will be prosperous and happy. 

With this thought, we have become successful today in providing the 

country with a new National Education Policy after three decades.

Every nook and corner of India is welcoming it with renewed 
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enthusiasm and a new vigour.. And this is the National Education Policy, 

which will connect our students with the roots. Alongside, it will help them 

become global citizens. The students will be well-rooted and still touching 

new heights.

You must have noticed that a special stress has been laid in National 

Education Policy on National Research Foundation because in order to 

progress, the nation needs to innovate. Higher the stress that will be laid on 

innovation and research, greater would be the strength to take India 

forward in this competitive world.

Who would have thought that there would be online classes in rural 

areas and such a momentum would be created so fast? Sometimes, in the 

times of adversity, new revolutionary initiatives emerge with force. That's 

the reason we have witnessed how in this pandemic situation, a culture of 

online classes has emerged.

You can see how fast the online digital transactions are increasing. 

Look at BHIM UPI app…. Anyone would be immensely proud to know 

that we could make transactions of Rs 3 Lakh Crore in the last month alone 

through BHIM UPI.. This is an excellent example of how we have accepted 

the changing scenarios.

If you see, prior to 2014, only 5 dozen panchayats had the optical fiber 

network. However in the last 5 years, 1.5 lakh panchayats are connected 

with the optical fiber network which is helping us today, immensely. We 

are working on the goal of taking it to every panchayat and this work is in 

progress in the remaining one lakh panchayats. In these changing times it is 

essential that Rural India is also brought under the ambit of Digital India. 

There is a surge in the demand of online facilities among the rural 

population. Keeping this in view, we had earlier proposed the extension of 

connectivity to every panchayat and today I would like to assure you that 

we have decided that we will connect all our six lakh villages, with the 

optical fiber network. As the requirements have changed, so have our 

priorities. In over six lakh villages, thousands and lakhs of kilometers of 

optical fiber would be laid down. We have decided that within 1000 days, 

we will complete the work of connecting over six lakhs villages with optical 

fiber.

In this era of technology, our dependence on cyberspace is going to 

increase multifold. However, cyberspace offers its own risks and threats. 

The world is very well aware of these. It can be a threat to the social fabric of 

our country, our economy and can even threaten the development of our 

nation; we are very well-aware of that. India is very cautious and is 
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planning to take steps to combat these risks. Not only this, new systems are 

continuously being developed. In a short span of time, a draft of new cyber 

security policy would be presented to the nation. In the coming times, we 

will have to integrate everything and then work within the framework of 

this cyber security. We will formulate strategies to move forth.

My dear countrymen,

Whenever opportunities were given to women power in India, they 

have brought glory to the country and have strengthened the country. 

Today the country is committed to providing equal opportunities for 

employment and self-employment to women. Today women in India are 

working in underground coal mines. Today, the daughters of my country 

are also flying the fighter planes and touching the skies. Today India is 

among those countries of the world where women are being included in the 

combat role in the Navy and the Air Force. We have taken the decision of 

providing 6 months paid leave to pregnant women, liberating our Muslim 

sisters and women of our country from the suffering of triple talaq and the 

economic empowerment of women.

Out of the 40 crore Jan Dhan accounts, 22 crore accounts belong to our 

sisters. During the Corona period, about  30 thousand crore rupees have 

been deposited into the accounts of these sisters. Around 25 crore MUDRA 

loans have been given, in which 70% of the loans have been given to our 

mothers and sisters. Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, maximum 

registration is also being done in the names of women.

My dear countrymen,

This government has also been persistently concerned about the 

better healthcare for poor sisters and daughters. We have done a huge job to 

providing sanitary pads at one rupee each in Janaushadhi Kendra. In a 

short span of time, more than 5 crore sanitary pads have been delivered to 

these poor women from 6000 Janaushadhi Kendras.

We have formed a committee to ensure that the daughters are no 

longer suffering from malnutrition and they are married off at the right age. 

As soon as the report is submitted, appropriate decisions will be taken 

about the age of marriage of daughters.

My dear countrymen,

It is very natural that health sector draws attention in this period of 

Corona pandemic. As such, the biggest lesson of self-reliance has been 

taught to us by the Health Sector during this crisis. And to achieve that goal 

we also have to move forward.

You see, earlier there was only one Lab for testing in our country. 
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Today there is a network of 1400 Labs, spread in every corner of the 

country. In the initial stage of the Corona crisis, only 300 tests could be 

conducted in one day, but in such a short span of time, our people have 

shown that today we can conduct more than 7 lakh tests per day. We started 

with 300 and reached 7 lakhs!

We are making continuous efforts towards modernization, 

construction of new AIIMS and new Medical Colleges in the country. In 

five years, the MBBS and MD seats have been increased for more than 45 

thousand students. There are more than 1.5 lakh wellness centers in the 

villages and about one-third of them are already functional, which have 

helped a lot during this Corona pandemic. The Wellness Centers in the 

Corona times have helped the villages immensely.

A massive campaign is going to start in the health sector from today 

and technology will also play a major role in it.

The National Digital Health Mission is also being launched from 

today. It will bring a new revolution in India's Health Sector. Technology 

will be used prudently to reduce the challenges in treatment.

Every Indian will be given a Health ID. This Health ID will work like a 

Health Account of every Indian. This account will contain your details of  

every test, every disease, the doctors you visited, the medicines you took 

and the diagnosis. When and what was the report, all such information will 

be incorporated in the Health ID.

The National Digital Health Mission will eliminate all these 

difficulties related to appointment with a doctor, depositing money, 

making a slip in the hospital, etc. We are devising a system which will help 

each and every citizen to make a better and informed decision.

My dear countrymen, there is a curiosity among everybody when the 

Corona vaccine will be ready. This is natural. This anxiety is there in 

everybody and everywhere in the world.

I would like to tell my countrymen that our scientists are dutifully  

engaged in the laboratories.  They are putting in great efforts. At present, 

testing for three vaccines is in different stages in the country. Once we get a 

green signal from our scientists, we will launch massive production of the 

vaccine. We have made all the preparations. We have drawn an outline to 

ramp up the production of the vaccines and to make it available to each and 

every person in the shortest possible time. 

My dear countrymen, there are different scenes of development in 

different regions in our country. There are some regions which are well 

developed, whereas there are others which are left behind. I think this 
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imbalance is an important challenge to make India self-reliant. As I said 

earlier, we are emphasizing on 110 ambitious districts. We want these 

districts to be at par with the developed ones. Our priority is to create an 

ecosystem for development and improve connectivity.

Now you see. The western, central and eastern parts of the country -- 

be it eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Northeast, or Odisha -- have abundant 

reserves of natural wealth. The people of these regions are very capable, 

strong and talented, but there has been an imbalance in these regions due to 

the absence of opportunities. Therefore, we have taken several measures. 

We are developing Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor, connecting the 

eastern region with the gas pipe line, developing new rail infrastructure 

and new ports. We are developing the entire infrastructure for the 

development in a very holistic way.

Similarly, Leh-Ladakh, Jammu-Kashmir have been freed from 

Article 370. It has been one year now.  This one year is a major milestone in 

the new development journey of Jammu-Kashmir. This has been a year of 

providing basic rights to the women and to the Dalits. It has also been a year 

for our refugees to live a life of dignity. We have launched several 

campaigns like Back to Villages so that the villages get benefited. Today, 

the Ayushman Scheme is being used in the best possible way in the region 

of Jammu-Kashmir and Ladakh.

My dear countrymen, the true strength of our democracy lies in the 

elected local bodies. It is a matter of pride for us that the peoples' 

representatives of the local units in Jammu and Kashmir are actively 

pursuing a new era of development with activism and sensitivity. I 

congratulate their “panch, sarpanch”(village headmen) for their active 

participation in this development journey.

The delimitation exercise is going on in Jammu-Kashmir under the 

leadership of a retired chief justice of the Supreme Court. We want early 

completion of the delimitation exercise so that there are early elections, 

there should be Jammu-Kashmir MLAs, its own cabinet, its Chief Minister 

so that it can march towards development with a new vigour. India is 

committed to it and is making all efforts in this regard.

We have taken a bold step to meet the aspirations of the people of 

Ladakh by making it the Union Territory which has been their demand for 

the last several years. Nestled in the heights of the Himalayas, Ladakh is 

progressing towards new heights. Work is going on for a central university, 

setting up new research centres, new courses for hotel and management. 

Plan is also under way for the creation of 7,500 MW Solar Park. But, my dear 
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countrymen, Ladakh has several specialties. Not only do we have to 

preserve them, we have to nurture them as well. As Sikkim has made its 

mark as an Organic State in the northeast, Ladakh, Leh and Kargil can also 

create their own niche as a Carbon Neutral unit. Indian government has 

joined hands with the locals of the region to create a new model of 

development as per their own requirements.

My dear countrymen, India has shown that the march towards 

development is possible by balancing the environment. Today India is 

inspiring the entire world with its vision of one world, one sun and one 

grid, particularly in the field of solar energy.

India has established itself as one of  the five countries in the world in 

the generation of renewable energy. India is both aware as well as involved 

in finding solutions to pollution. We are leaving no stone unturned 

whether it is the Swachh India campaign, smoke-less cooking gas,  LED 

campaign, CNG-based transportation, or electric mobility. We are 

emphasizing on increasing the use of ethanol to reduce pollution caused 

due to petrol. What was the condition of ethanol in our country five years 

ago? Five years ago, there used to be only 40 crore litre production of 

ethanol. It has risen to five times in the last five years. Today, we are 

producing 200 crore litres of ethanol which is proving to be very helpful 

towards our environment.

My dear countrymen, we are working on a holistic approach to 

reduce pollution in the select 100 cities through an integrated approach and 

modern technology with people's participation.

My dear countrymen,

India can say this proudly that it is one of the very few countries 

where its area under forests is expanding. India is committed towards the 

promotion and conservation of its Biodiversity. We have successfully 

carried forward Project Tiger and Project Elephant. The Tiger population 

has increased in India. In the coming days, we are starting 'Project Lion' for 

the Asiatic Lions. And under Project Lion the work on the required 

infrastructure for the protection and security of Indian lions and in 

particular, the special type of health infrastructure required will be 

undertaken. And emphasis will be laid on Project Lion.

Also, one more work we want to promote and that is - Project 

Dolphin. We will focus on both types of dolphins living in the rivers and in 

the seas. This will also give a boost to Biodiversity and  also create 

employment opportunities. This is also a center of attraction for tourism. 

So, we are going to move forward in this direction too.
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My dear countrymen,

When we embark on an extraordinary journey with an extraordinary 

goal, the path will also be  full of challenges and these challenges too are 

extraordinary. Notwithstanding the recent adversities, there have been 

misadventures along the border which  threw a challenge to the country. 

But whoever tried to threaten the sovereignty of our country right from the 

LOC to the LAC, the army of the country, our brave soldiers have given a 

befitting reply.

The whole country is full of zeal, driven by conviction and moving 

forward with unwavering devotion to protect India's sovereignty. The 

world has seen what our brave Jawans can do in Ladakh,, what the country 

can do to defend its resolve.  Today, I pay obeisance to all the brave men 

and soldiers who sacrificed their lives for the motherland from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort.

Be it terrorism or expansionism, India is fighting  against it valiantly. 

Today, the world's faith in India has become stronger. Recently, as a non-

Permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, 184 countries 

out of 192 supported India. This is a matter of great pride for every Indian. 

This is an example of how we have made our place in the world. And this is 

possible only when India itself is strong, India is powerful and safe. With 

this thinking, work is being carried out on many fronts today.

My dear countrymen,

We are establishing deep relations based on security, development 

and trust with our neighbouring countries whether connected by sea or 

land. India has been making continuous efforts to deepen its decades-old 

cultural, economic and social ties with its neighbouring countries.

The world's one-fourth population lives in South Asia. We can create 

countless opportunities for the welfare of such a large population through 

cooperation and partnership. There is a huge and significant responsibility 

on the part of all the leaders of the countries in this region for the progress 

and development of such a vast population. I call upon all the people, 

political leaders, parliamentarians and intellectuals of South Asia to fulfil 

their responsibility. The peace and harmony in this entire region will be of 

immense help to the welfare of humanity. The interests of the entire world 

are intertwined with it.

Today, neighbours are not the only ones with whom we share 

geographical boundaries, but also those with whom we have close and 

harmonious relations. It is my pleasure that India has strengthened its 

relationship with all the countries in its extended neighbourhood in the last 

154



few years. The political, economic and human relations with the countries 

in West Asia have progressed manifold. Trust has increased manifold. The 

economic ties, particularly in the field of energy sector, are very important 

with these countries. There are a large number of people from India who 

are working in many of these countries. India is indebted to all these 

countries for their help to the Indian community during the Corona crisis 

by honouring India's request. I want to personally thank them.

Similarly, our ASEAN countries in the east, who are our maritime 

neighbours, also hold special importance. India has thousands of years old 

religious and cultural ties with these countries. The traditions of Buddhism 

connect us with them. Today, India is strengthening its cooperation not 

only in the field of  security but also in the areas of marine wealth with these 

countries.

My dear citizens, India has as much commitment to make its security 

apparatus & armies strong as it has for establishing peace & harmony. 

Mammoth steps have been taken in the field of defence production, to 

make self-reliant India. Recently, we have put a stop on the import of more 

than 100 military equipment. From missiles to light military helicopters, 

from assault rifles to transport aircraft - all will be made in India. Our Tejas 

is getting ready to equip itself as per the modern requirements, for putting 

up a show of its majesty, speed and strength. Our borders and coastal 

infrastructure play a pivotal role in national security. Today emphasis is 

being laid on connectivity in every direction, be it at Himalayan peaks, or 

the islands of Indian Ocean. New roads are being constructed everywhere, 

from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh, keeping in mind national security.

Dear citizens, we have such a vast coastline. Alongside, we have over 

1300 islands. Keeping the importance of a few identified islands in mind, 

we are developing them very fast. You must have seen, last week, five days 

back, a submarine optical fiber cable project in Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands was dedicated to the nation. Andaman and Nicobar islands will 

now have the internet facility just like Delhi and Chennai. Soon we will 

move forth in connecting Lakshadweep islands in the similar manner.

We are aiming at providing high speed internet connectivity to 

Lakshadweep islands in the next 1000 days. Alongwith the security and 

development, the youth residing in the coastal area and near borders mind, 

we are working on developmental projects and taking steps, starting a big 

campaign.

About 173 districts in our border areas, our coastal areas share their 

boundaries with some or the other nation's border or coastline. In the 
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coming days, NCC would be extended in those border districts for the 

youth there. We will train around one lakh new NCC cadets from 

bordering areas, and we will work towards the idea that amongst those, 

one-third of them are our daughters. The Army will train these border area 

cadets. The cadets for coastal areas would be trained by the navy and 

wherever there is an air base, the air force will train those cadets. The border 

and coastal areas would get trained manpower for disaster management, 

and the youth would also get skill training for making their career in the 

armed forces.

Dear citizens, last year in my address from the Red Fort, I had said 

that the previous  five years were for meeting the prerequisites, and next 

five years would be for fulfillment of aspirations. In last year itself, the 

nation has achieved many big and important milestones. On the 150th year 

of Gandhi's birth anniversary, India freed its villages from open defecation. 

Be it the Citizenship Amendment Act for the refugees suffering due to their 

beliefs, reservation rights for Dalits/Backwards/ Scs/STs/OBCs, historic 

peace agreement in Assam and Tripura, appointment of Chief of Defence 

staff for making the collective power of armies more effective, or the 

construction of Kartarpur Sahib Corridor in a record period, India has 

created history, it saw history being created, extraordinary feats were 

achieved. 

Ten days ago, the construction of Lord Rama's magnificent temple in 

Ayodhya began. A peaceful culmination has been achieved to the age-old 

issue of Ram Janmbhoomi. The citizens of India have shown an exemplary 

restraint and wisdom, and acted responsibly. It is simply unprecedented 

and a motivating factor for the future. Peace, unity and harmony- these are 

going to be the strengths of self-reliant India. This harmony, goodwill- this 

is the guarantee of prosperous future of India. We need to advance with this 

harmony. Each Indian must sacrifice something or the other in the 

magnanimous yajna for development.

India will move forward with new policy, new customs in this 

decade. Now banal won't work. The time has gone when casual attitude 

used to suffice. We are no less than anyone in the world. We will thrive to be 

the best. For this, we need to work towards being best in manufacturing, 

best in human resources, finest in governance, and aim to make a headway 

while achieving the best in every field by the 75th anniversary of our 

Independence.

Our policies, processes, products- everything must be par excellence, 

the best, and then only the idea of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' can be 

achieved. Today, again we need to take a resolve that we will fulfill the 

156



dreams of those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom. This pledge 

must be for 1.3 billion citizens, for our future generations, for their bright 

future, for the self-reliant India. We must take a pledge, we must take an 

oath, that we will contribute towards reducing the import dependence, we 

will empower our small-scale industries, we all will be vocal for local. we 

will innovate more, empower our youth, women, scheduled tribes, 

scheduled castes, specially differently-abled, economically weaker 

sections, villages, backward classes, and everyone.

Today India has made impossible possible at an extraordinary pace. 

With the same willpower, similar dedication, same passion, each Indian 

must move forward. 

Soon we will be celebrating the festival of the 75th year of our 

Independence in the year 2022. We are just one step away. We must burn 

the midnight oil. This third decade of the 21st century should be the decade 

when we fulfill our dreams. Corona is a big hurdle, but not that huge that it 

can stop us from moving ahead on the victorious path of self-reliant India.

I can see the dawn of a new era for India, rise of new self-confidence, a 

bugle of  echo of self-reliant India. Once again, I extend my heartiest best 

wishes of Independence Day to all. Let's all come together, and raise our 

hands, and say with all the power at our command: -

Bharat mata ki Jai, Bharat mata ki Jai, Bharat mata ki Jai

Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram

Jai Hind, Jai Hind!

***
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Everyone's support, everyone's development, everyone's 

faith, everyone's effort  - PM Narendra Modi

My dear countrymen!

Best wishes to all of you and those who love India and democracy 

from all over the world on the occasion of the Amrit Mahotsav of freedom, 

the 75th Independence Day.

Today, on the pious festival of the Amrit Mahotsav of freedom, the 

country is bowing to all its freedom fighters and brave heroes who continue 

to sacrifice themselves day and night in the defense of the nation. The 

country is remembering every personality, including the revered Bapu, 

who made freedom a mass movement, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, who 

sacrificed everything for the freedom, or great revolutionaries like Bhagat 

Singh, Chandrasekhar Azad, Bismil and Ashfaqulla Khan; Rani of Jhansi 

Lakshmibai, Queen Chennamma of Kittur or Rani Gaidinliu or the valour 

of MatanginiHazra in Assam; the country's first Prime Minister Pandit 

Nehru ji, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who integrated the country into a 

united nation, and Baba Saheb Ambedkar, who determined and paved the 

way for the future direction of India. The country is indebted to all these 

great personalities.

India is a land endowed with gems. I salute countless people from 

every corner of India whose names don't even figure in history, but who 

have built this nation and have also taken it forward in every period.

India has fought for the motherland, culture and freedom for 
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centuries. This country never gave up the pain of slavery and the longing 

for freedom for centuries. In the midst of victories and defeats, the 

aspiration of freedom engraved in the mind was never diminished. Today 

is the time to bow down to the leaders of all these struggles, the warriors of 

centuries of struggle and they also deserve our reverence.

Our doctors, nurses, paramedical staff, sanitation staff, scientists 

engaged in developing vaccines, millions of countrymen engaged with the 

spirit of service during this Corona global pandemic also deserve praise 

from all of us.

Today there are floods in some areas of the country, landslides have 

also occurred. Some sad news also keeps coming. The hardships of the 

people have increased in many areas. At such a time, both the Central and 

State Governments are with them in complete readiness. Today, the young 

athletes and our players who have brought laurels to India are also present 

in this event.

Some are present and sitting here. Today, I appeal to all the 

countrymen, those who are present here and all those who are present in 

this ceremony from every corner of India, that in the honour of our players, 

for a few moments let's salute them with resounding clapping  applause 

and show respect for their huge accomplishments.

Let us show our respect to the sports of India, youth of India and 

honour the young Indians who bring laurels to the nation. Crores of 

countrymen are showing respect to the youth of India, especially the 

athletes who brought honour to India with a thunderous applause. I can be 

proud that they have not only won our hearts today, but also inspired the 



youth of India and future generations with their huge achievements.

My dear countrymen,

While we celebrate our freedom today, we cannot forget the pain of 

partition that still pierces through the heart of all Indians. This has been one 

of the biggest tragedies of the last century. After attaining freedom, these 

people were forgotten  too soon. Just yesterday India has taken an 

emotional decision in their memory. We will henceforth commemorate 

August 14 as “Partition Horrors Remembrance Day” in the memory of all 

the victims of partition. Those who were subjected to inhuman 

circumstances, suffered torturous treatment, they could not even receive a 

dignified cremation. They must all remain alive and never get erased from 

our memories. The decision of celebrating “Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day” on the 75th Independence Day is a befitting tribute 

from every Indian to them.

My dear countrymen,

For the country moving on the 

path of progress and humanity in the 

entire world, the Corona period came 

as a major challenge. Indians fought 

this fight with great grit and patience. 

W e  h a d  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s .  

C o u n t r y m e n  p e r f o r m e d  

extraordinarily in every field. It is due 

to the power of our entrepreneurs and 

scientists that the country is not 

dependent on anyone or any country 

for vaccines. Imagine for a ment, if we 

did not have the vaccine. How long 

did it take to get polio vaccine?

It was extremely difficult to get 

vaccines during such a major crisis, with pandemic plaguing the entire 

world. India might or might not have received it and even if it had received 

the vaccine there was no certainty of getting that in time. But today we can 

proudly say that the world's largest vaccination programme is being run in 

our country. More than 54 crore people have received the vaccine dose. 

Online systems like Cowin and digital certificates are attracting the world 

today. The way India has kept the stoves burning in the poor households by 

providing free food grains to 80 crore countrymen continuously for months 

during the pandemic is not only astonishing to the world but also a matter 

of discussion. It is true that fewer people have been infected in India as 
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compared to other countries; 

it  is also true that in 

c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

population of other countries 

of the world, we managed to 

save more citizens in India 

but it is not something to be 

proud of!  We cannot rest on 

these laurels. To say that 

there was no challenge, will 

become a restrictive thought 

in the path of our own 

development.

Our systems are insufficient compared to that of the rich countries of 

the world, we do not have what the rich countries have. Moreover, we also 

have a greater population compared to the other countries of the world. 

And our lifestyle is also different. Despite all our efforts, we could not  save 

many people. So many children have been orphaned. This unbearable pain 

is going to remain forever.

My dear countrymen,

There comes a time in the development journey of every country 

when the country redefines itself afresh and pushes forward with new 

resolutions. Today that time has arrived in the development journey of 

India. We should not limit the occasion of 75 years of Indian independence 

to just one ceremony. We must lay the groundwork for new resolutions and 

move forward with new resolutions. Starting from here, the entire journey 

of the next 25 years, when we celebrate the centenary of Indian 

independence, marks the Amrit period of creation of a new India. The 

fulfillment of our resolutions in this Amrit period will take us to the 

hundredth anniversary of Indian independence with  pride.

The goal of 'Amrit Kaal'  is to ascend to new heights of prosperity for 

India and the citizens of India. The goal of 'Amrit Kaal' is to create an India 

where the level of facilities is not dividing the village and the city. The goal 

of 'Amrit Kaal' is to build an India where the government does not interfere 

unnecessarily in the lives of citizens. The goal of 'Amrit Kaal' is to build an 

India where there is world's every modern infrastructure.

We should not be lesser than anyone. This is the resolve of the crores 

of countrymen. But the resolve remains incomplete until it is not 

accompanied by the extreme hard work and courage. Therefore, we have to 

realize all our resolutions with hard work and courage, and these dreams 
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and resolutions are 

a lso for  ef fect ive  

contribution to a safe 

and prosperous world 

beyond our borders.

Amrit Kaal is of  

25 years. But we don't 

have to wait for long to 

achieve our goals. We 

have to start now. We 

don't have a moment 

to lose. This is the right 

time. Our country also 

has to change and we 

as citizens have to change ourselves too. We also have to adapt ourselves to 

the changing era. We have started with the spirit of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka 

Vikas, Sabka Vishwas'. Today I am requesting from the ramparts of the Red 

Fort that 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas' and now 'SabkaPrayas'  

are very important for the achievement of our goals. Crores of people are 

getting the benefits of many schemes started in the last seven years. Every 

poor of the country knows the importance of Ujjwala to Ayushman Bharat. 

Today the speed of government schemes has increased and they are 

achieving the desired goals. We have progressed much faster than before. 

But it does not end here. We have to achieve saturation. All the villages 

should have roads, all the households should have bank accounts, all the 

beneficiaries should have Ayushman Bharat cards and all the eligible 

persons should get the benefit of Ujjwala Yojana and should have gas 

connections. We have to connect every entitled person with the 

government's insurance, pension and housing schemes. We have to move 

ahead with a mindset of cent percent achievement. Till now, no thought 

was given for our street vendors, who sell their goods on tracks, footpaths 

and carts. All these colleagues are now being linked to the banking system 

through the SVANidhi scheme.

Just as we have made electricity accessible to 100% households, and 

have made authentic efforts to construct toilets in 100% households, 

similarly, we now have to move ahead with the goal of achieving saturation 

of schemes, and, for this, we do not have to keep a distant deadline. We 

have to make our resolutions come true within a few years.

Today, our country is working with speed on the Har Ghar Jal 

Mission. I am happy that in just two years of the Jal Jeevan Mission, more 

162



than four and a half crore 

families have started 

getting water from taps. 

They have started getting 

w a t e r  f r o m  p i p e s .  

Receiving the blessings 

from crores of mothers and 

sisters, is our true capital. 

The biggest advantage of 

t h i s  1 0 0  p e r c e n t  

accomplishment rate is 

that  no one remains 

deprived of the benefits of 

the government scheme. 

When the government 

operates with a target to reach the person in the last line, only then there is 

no discrimination and there is no scope for corruption.

My dear countrymen,

Providing nutrition to every poor person of the country is also a 

priority of this government. Malnutrition and lack of essential nutrients in 

poor women and poor children poses major obstacles in their 

development. In view of this, it has been decided that the government will 

fortify the rice given to the poor under its various schemes. Will give rice 

fortified  with nutrition to the poor. Be it the rice available at the ration 

shop, the rice provided to the children in the mid-day meal, or the rice 

available through every scheme, it shall be fortified by the year 2024.

My dear countrymen,

Today, the campaign to provide better health facilities to every poor 

in the country is also going on at a fast pace. For this, important reforms 

have also been made in medical education. Equal attention has been paid to 

preventive healthcare. , there has been a substantial 

increase in the number of medical seats in the country. Under the 

Ayushman Bharat scheme, quality health services are being provided to 

every village in the country. Affordable medicines are being made 

available to the poor and middle class through Jan Aushadhi Yojana. So far, 

more than 75 thousand Health and Wellness centers have been set up. At 

the block level too, modern health infrastructure is being exclusively set up 

on a network of good hospitals and modern labs. Very soon thousands of 

hospitals in the country will also have their own oxygen plants.

My dear countrymen,

Simultaneously
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To take India to new heights in the 21st century, the optimal 

utilisation of India's potential is the need of the hour.

This is extremely important. For this, we need to provide hand 

holding to the backward categories and sectors. Alongwith the concern of 

fulfilling the basic needs, reservation is being ensured for the Dalits, 

Backward classes, Adivasis and the poor people from general category. 

More recently, in the field of medical education, reservation has also been 

ensured for the OBC category in the All India quota. By formulating a law 

in Parliament, the right to make their own list of OBC has been given to the 

states.

My dear countrymen,

Just as we are making sure that no person or no class should be left 

behind in the development journey of society, similarly no part of the 

country, no corner of the country should be left behind. Development 

should be all-round, development should be all-pervasive, development 

should be all-inclusive. We are now accelerating the efforts that have been 

made in the last seven years to bring forward such backward areas of the 

country. Be it the eastern India, the North-east, Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh 

including the entire Himalayan region, be it our coastal belt or the tribal 

region, these regions are going to turn into a major foundation for India's 

development in future, India's development journey.

Today a new history of connectivity is being written in the North-

East. This is a connectivity of both the hearts and the infrastructure. Very 

soon the work of connecting all the state capitals of the North-East with rail 

service is going to be completed. Under the Act-East Policy, today North-

East, Bangladesh, Myanmar 

and South-East Asia are also 

being connected. Due to the 

efforts made in the past 

years, now the enthusiasm 

for the creation of Shreshtha 

Bharat and long lasting 

peace in the North-East has 

increased manifold.

T h e r e  i s  a  h u g e  

potential in the fields of 

tourism, adventure sports, 

organic farming, herbal 

medicine, and oil palm in 

the North East. We have to 
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fully harness this potential and make it a part 

of the development journey of the country. 

And we have to complete this work 

within a few decades of the 'Amrit kaal'. 

Giving a fair opportunity to the 

capabilities of all is the true spirit of 

democracy. Be it Jammu or Kashmir, 

the balance of development is now 

visible on the ground.

The Delimitation Commission has been 

constituted in Jammu and Kashmir and 

preparations are also going on for the assembly elections. Ladakh has also 

progressed towards its limitless possibilities of development. On one hand 

Ladakh is witnessing the creation of modern infrastructure, while on the 

other hand Sindhu Central University is also making Ladakh a center of 

higher education.

In this decade of the 21st century, India will further accelerate its 

efforts towards the Blue Economy. Along with aquaculture, we have to 

take full advantage of the new possibilities that are emerging in the 

cultivation of seaweed. The Deep Ocean Mission is the result of our 

ambition to explore the unlimited possibilities of the ocean. The mineral 

wealth which is hidden in the sea, the thermal energy which is in the sea 

water, can give new heights to the development of the country.

We have also awakened the aspirations of the districts of the country 

believed to have been left behind. Priority is being given to schemes related 

to education, health, nutrition, roads and employment in more than 110 

aspirational districts in the country. Many of these districts are in our tribal 

areas. We have created a spirit of healthy competition for development 

among these districts. There is a strong competition going on in that 

direction so that these aspirational districts are at par with other districts of 

India.

My dear countrymen,

Capitalism and socialism are discussed a lot in the world of 

economics, but India also emphasizes cooperativism. Cooperativism is also 

compatible with our traditions and values. Cooperativism, in which the 

collective power of the masses becomes the driving force of the economy, is 

important for the country's grassroots level economy. Co-operatives are 

not just a system with a network of laws and rules, but co-operative is a 

spirit, culture, and a mindset of collective growth. We have taken steps to 

empower them by forming a separate ministry. We have taken this step to 
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empower the cooperative sector in the states.

My dear countrymen,

We will have to put all our efforts to build a new economy in the 

villages in this decade. Today we can see our villages changing rapidly. In 

the last few years, our government has provided roads and electricity to the 

villages. Now these villages have been strengthened with optical 

fibernetwork data and the Internet. Digital entrepreneurs are emerging in 

the villages also. The more than eight crore sisters in the villages, who are 

associated with Self-Help Groups, design top-end products. Now the 

government will also prepare an e-commerce platform for their products so 

that get a big market in our country and abroad. Today, when the country is 

moving forward with the mantra of Vocal for Local, this digital platform 

will connect the products of women self-help groups with people across the 

length and breadth of the country as well as internationally. Their horizon 

shall thus get enhanced.

During Corona, the country has witnessed the power of technology, 

as well as the commitment and capabilities of our scientists. The scientists 

of our country are working very diligently and strategically across the 

expanse of ​ ​ the country. Now the time has come for us to integrate the 

capabilities of scientists and their suggestions in our agriculture sector as 

well. Now we cannot wait any longer. We have to leverage this strength. 

This will go a long way in increasing the production of fruits, vegetables 

and grains along with giving food security to the country. Thus we shall 

catapult ourselves strongly into the world orbit.

Amongst these concerted efforts, we need to take cognizance of a 

major challenge posed in our agriculture sector. Challenge of shrinking of 

land of villagers which is due to immense rise in population, and smaller 
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land holdings due to the divisions happening in the family.  Farming land 

has shrunk alarmingly. More than 80 percent of the farmers of the country 

are those who have less than two hectares of land. If we see, 80 out of 100 

farmers have less than two hectares of land i.e. the farmers of our country 

are practically in the small farmer category. Unfortunately, this segment 

remained eliminated from the benefits in our yesteryear's policies. They 

did not get their due importance.  Now, keeping in mind these small 

farmers in the country, agricultural reforms are being undertaken, and 

critical decisions are being taken to benefit them.

Whether the improvement in the crop insurance scheme or important 

decision of increasing the MSP by one and a half times; a system to provide 

loans from banks at cheaper rates through Kisan Credit Card; taking the 

schemes related to solar power to the farm, formulate a Farmer Producer 

Organization. All these efforts will increase the power of the small farmer. 

In the coming times, a campaign will also be launched to create a 

warehouse facility up to the block level.

Keeping in mind the small expenses of every small farmer, PM 

KisanSamman Nidhi Yojana is being run. So far, more than 1.5 lakh crores 

have been deposited directly into the bank accounts of more than ten crore 

farmer families. The small farmer is now our resolve and mantra for us. The 

small farmer becomes the country's pride.... the small farmer becomes the 

nation's pride. This is our dream. In the coming years, we will have to 

increase the collective 

power  of  the  smal l  

farmers of the country. 

New facilities have to be 

provided.

Today, Kisan Rail is 

plying on more than 70 

rail routes of the country. 

Kisan Rail can help small 

farmers with this modern 

facility to reach far flung 

areas on a low cost of 

p r o d u c e  a n d  

transportation. Several 

products like Kamalam, 

S h a h i  l i t c h i ,  

BhutJolokiachillis, black 

rice or turmeric are being 

167



exported to different countries of the world. 

Today, the country feels delighted when the 

aroma of these products produced in the soil of 

India reaches different countries of the world. 

Today the world is developing a taste for the 

vegetables and food grains grown in the fields 

of India.

My dear countrymen,

Swamitva Yojana is an example of one of 

the initiatives taken to boost the capabilities of 

the villages today. We all know what happens 

to the price of land in villages. They do not get 

any loan from the banks on the basis of land, 

despite being the owners of the land because 

no work had been done in terms of documents 

of rural land for several years. People do not have this system. The 

Swamitva scheme attempted to change this situation. Today every village, 

every house, every land is being mapped through drones. The data and 

property papers of village lands are being uploaded online. With this, not 

only the disputes related to land in the villages are being ended, but a 

system has also been created for the people of the village to get loans easily 

from the banks. The lands of village poor should be the foundation for 

development rather than disputes. And the country is moving in the same 

direction today.

My dear countrymen,

When Swami Vivekananda used to talk 

about the future of India, when he used to see 

the magnificence of Mother Bharati in front of 

his eyes, he used to say – Try to look into the 

past as far as possible. Drink the water of the 

ever new spring flowing back there, and after 

that, look ahead. Go ahead and make India 

brighter, greater & better than ever. In this 75th 

year of independence, it is our duty to move 

forward believing in the immense potential of 

the country. We have to work together for new 

generation infrastructure; we have to work 

together for world class manufacturing; we 

have to work together for cutting edge 

innovations; we have to work together for new 
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age technology.

My dear countrymen,

The foundation of progress in the modern world lies on modern 

infrastructure. It also fulfills the needs and aspirations of the middle class. 

Weak infrastructure derails the pace of development and the urban middle 

class also suffers.

We have to work together for next generation infrastructure, for 

world class manufacturing, for cutting edge innovation and for New Age 

technology.

My dear countrymen,

Realizing this need, the country has demonstrated extraordinary 

speed and scale in every field from the seas, land to the skies. Rapid 

progress is underway whether it is development of new waterways or 

connecting new places with seaplanes. Indian Railways is also rapidly 

adapting to its modern avatar. The country has resolved to celebrate the 

Amrit Mahotsav of independence. You would know that we have decided 

to celebrate this Amrit Mahotsav of independence for 75 weeks. It started 

from 12th March and will continue till 15th August, 2023. We have to move 

forward with new enthusiasm and, therefore, the country has made a very 

important decision.

During these 75 weeks of the Amrit Mahotsav of Independence, 75 

Vande Bharat trains will connect every corner of the country. The pace at 
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which new airports are being built in the country and the UDAN scheme 

connecting remote areas is unprecedented. We can see how better air 

connectivity gives new flights to people's dreams.

My dear countrymen,

Along with modern infrastructure, there is a great need for adopting 

a holistic and integrated approach in infrastructure construction. In the 

near future, we are going to launch the National Master Plan of Prime 

Minister 'Gati Shakti' which will be a huge scheme and fulfill the dreams of 

crores of countrymen. This scheme of more than 100 lakh crores rupees will 

result in new employment opportunities for lakhs of youth.

Gati Shakti will be a National Infrastructure Master Plan for our 

country which will lay the foundation of holistic Infrastructure and will 

lead to an integrated and holistic pathway to our economy. Right now, 

there is no coordination between our means of transport. Gati Shakti will 

break the silos, and will remove all these obstacles. This will reduce the 

travel time for the common man and the productivity of our industry will 

also increase. Gati Shakti will also go a long way in making our local 

manufacturers globally competitive and this will also develop new 

possibilities for the creation of future economic zones. In this decade, the 

power of speed will form the basis of India's transformation.

My dear countrymen,

India will have to increase both its manufacturing and exports while 

moving ahead on the path of development.

My dear countrymen,

Treading ahead on the path of development, India will have to 

augment both its manufacturing and exports. You have witnessed, just a 

few days ago, India launched its first indigenous Aircraft Carrier INS 

Vikrant for trial in the sea. Today India is making its own indigenous 

fighter aircraft, its own submarine. Gaganyaan is also slated to hoist India's 

flag in space. This itself is evidential of our immense capabilities in 

indigenous manufacturing.

The country has also announced Production Linked Incentive to 

consolidate our Make in India campaign in the wake of the new economic 

conditions that have emerged due to Corona. The electronic manufacturing 

sector stands as an example of the change that is enforced through this 

scheme. Seven years ago we used to import mobile phones worth about 

eight billion dollars. However, now the import has reduced considerably, 

and today we are also exporting mobile phones worth three billion dollars.

Today, when our manufacturing sector is gaining momentum, our 



focus should be that whatever we make in India should be of highest 

quality standards so that we sustain in the global competition. Rather, if 

possible we should aim at going a step ahead and take proactive steps to 

prepare ourselves for the global market. We have to target that. I want to 

say emphatically to all the manufacturers of the country, that you should 

never forget that the product you sell overseas is not just a product made by 

your company, it is the identity of our nation, India's prestige and the faith 

of all the citizens of our country.

My dear countrymen

That is why I tell all our manufacturers that each of your products is a 

brand ambassador of India. When someone will buy and use your product, 

the customer should say with pride- now “This is Made in India”. That's the 

mindset we need. You all should now aspire to win over the global market. 

The government is fully with you in realising this dream.

My dear countrymen,

Today, several new start-ups are being formed in different sectors of 

the country and even in smaller tier 2, tier 3 cities of the country. They also 

have a big role to play in getting entry of their Indian products into the 

inter-state market.The government stands with all its might, with these 

start-ups. Whether it is giving them financial help, cash discounts, rules 

simplification for them, the government is fully with them. We have seen 

that thousands of new start-ups have emerged in this difficult period of 

Corona. They are moving forward with great success. Yesteryear's start-

ups are becoming today's unicorns. Their market value is reaching 

thousands of crores of rupees.

These are new types of wealth creators in our country today. They are 

standing on their feet with the power of their unique ideas, moving ahead 

and walking with the dream of conquering the world. They are new kinds 

of wealth creators. They are moving by the force of their unique ideas and a 

dream to win over the world.  In this decade, we need to relentlessly work 

towards making India's Startups and the Startup Ecosystem the best in the 

whole world.

My countrymen,

Political will is needed  to bring  about major changes and reforms. 

Today the world is witnessing that there is no dearth of political will in 

India. Good and smart governance is required to implement the reforms. 

Today the world is also a witness to how India is writing a new chapter of 

governance here. In this decade of 'Amrit Kaal', we will give priority to 

Next Generation reforms... We will ensure that all the facilities like service 
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del ivery  should reach 

citizens up to the last mile; it 

should reach the last person 

s e a m l e s s l y ,  w i t h o u t  

hesitation or any kind of 

difficulty. For the overall 

development of the country, 

unnecessary interference by 

the government and the 

government processes in the 

lives of the people has to be 

ended.

Earlier, the government itself was on the driving seat. This might 

have been the demand of that time. But now the time has changed. In the 

last seven years, efforts have also intensified in the country to liberate the 

people of the country from the web of unnecessary laws and  procedures. 

Till now hundreds of old laws of the country have been abolished. Even 

during this period of Corona pandemic, the government has abolished 

more than 15,000 compliances. Now you see, you might have experienced a 

lot of hassles and paperwork for a small government work. That has been 

the situation so far. We have ended 15,000 compliances.

Just imagine.....I want to give you an example. A law has been in place 

in India for over 200 years, 200 years i.e. even before 1857. As per this law, 

the citizens of the country did not have the right to create maps. Now 

imagine, it was in place since 1857. If you want to create a map, then seek 

permission from the government, if you want to print the map in a book, 

then  seek permission from the government; there is a provision for arrest if 

the map is lost. Nowadays every phone has a Map app. Satellites have so 

much power! Then how will 

we take the country forward 

with a burden of such laws? It 

is very important to get rid of 

this burden of compliances. 

We have abolished several 

regulations in various sectors 

l i k e  m a p p i n g ,  s p a c e ,  

information technology and 

BPO.

My dear countrymen,

F r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  
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clutches of unnecessary laws is very important for both Ease of Living as 

well as Ease of Doing Business. Our country's industries and businesses are 

experiencing this change today.

Today dozens of labor laws have been subsumed into just 4 codes. 

Tax related arrangements have also been made easy and become faceless 

now. We will have to work together so that such reforms are not limited to 

the government only, but percolate down to gram panchayats, municipal 

corporations and municipalities. I am calling upon,  making an earnest 

appeal to all the central and state departments to launch a campaign to 

review the existing rules and procedures. We have to get rid of every rule, 

every process which has become a hindrance and a burden for the people of 

the country. I know what has accumulated in 70-75 years will not go away 

in a day or in a year. But if we start working with a purpose, we will 

definitely be able to do this.

My dear countrymen,

Keeping this in mind, the government has also started Mission 

Karmayogi and Capacity Building Commission to increase people-centric 

approach in bureaucracy and improve their efficiency.

My dear countrymen,

Our education, education system, education tradition  has a great 

role in preparing the youth, who are possessed with skill and ability, and 

who have the spirit to do something for the country.  Today the country 

also has a new National Education Policy to meet the needs of the 21st 

century. Now our children will neither stop due to lack of skills nor will 

they be bound by language barriers. Unfortunately, there is a massive 

divide in our country regarding language. We have tied a huge talent of the 

country to the cage of language.  One can find promising people in their 

mother tongue. If people from the vernacular medium come forward, their 

self-confidence will grow. Justice will be done to the potential of the poor 

children when they will become professionals by studying in their mother 

tongue.

I believe that language is the instrument of the fight against poverty 

in the new National Education Policy.  This new National Education Policy 

is also going to be a great tool to fight against poverty in a way. The basis of 

winning the war against poverty is also the education, prestige and 

importance of the vernacular language.  The country has seen this in the 

playground... and we are experiencing that language has not become a 

barrier and as a result we have seen that the youth are playing and 

blossoming. Now the same thing will happen in other fields of life as well.
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Another special feature of the new National Education Policy is that 

sports has been made a part of mainstream education instead of extra-

curricular. Sports is also one of the most effective means of pursuing life. It 

is very important to have sports in life for perfection in life. There was a 

time when sports was not considered mainstream. Parents also considered 

indulging in sports as wastage of life. Now, there is a new awareness about 

fitness and sports. We have seen and felt this in the olympics. This change is 

a big turning point for us. That is why, we need to speed up and expand the 

campaign that is going on in the country for infusing talent, technology and 

professionalism in sports.

It is a matter of pride for the country that our daughters are 

performing in an unprecedented manner in the fields of education, sports, 

Boards results or olympics. Today daughters are raring to occupy their 

place. We have to  ensure that women have equal partnership in every 

career and workspace. We have to ensure that they feel safe from roads to 

the workplace and everywhere. There should be a feeling of respect for 

them and in  this, the government, administration, police and justice 

system will have to perform their duty cent percent. We have to make this 

resolution , the resolution of the 75 years of Independence.

Today I am sharing good news with the countrymen. I used to get 

lakhs of messages from our daughters that they want to study in the Sainik 

Schools. The Doors of the schools should be opened for them. We did a pilot 

project in the Sainik School of Mizoram two-two and half years ago by 

giving admission to our daughters. Now the Government has decided that 

all the Sainik Schools will be open for the girls. Daughter too will study in 

all the Sainik Schools of the Country.

Environmental security is getting the same importance in the world 

as national security.Today India is a vibrant voice of environmental 

security, whether it is  biodiversity or land neutrality, climate change or 

waste recycling, organic farming or  biogas, energy conservation or  clean 

energy transition. India's efforts in environment are giving results today. 

Increase in forest cover, number of national parks, increase in number of 

tigers and Asiatic lions are a matter of happiness for the countrymen.

Among all these successes one truth needs to be understood. India is 

not yet energy independent. India today spends more than 12 lakh crore 

rupees annually for importing energy. For India's progress and to build a 

self-reliant India, India's energy independence is the need of the hour! 

Therefore today, India has to make a resolution to make India energy 

independent before the completion of 100 years of independence and our 

roadmap is very clear for the same. It should be a gas based economy.  
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There should be a network of CNG & PNG across the country. There should 

be a target of 20 percent ethanol blending. India is moving ahead with a set 

goal. India has also made a move towards Electric Mobility and the work on 

100% electrification of Railways is also progressing at a fast pace. Indian 

Railways has set a target of becoming Net Zero Carbon Emitter by 2030. 

Besides these efforts, the country is also emphasizing on Mission Circular 

Economy. Our Vehicle Scrap Policy is a great example of the same. Today, 

India is the only country in the group of G-20 countries, which is moving 

fast towards achieving its climate goals.

 India has set a target of 450 GW of renewable energy by the end of this 

decade - 450 GW by 2030. Of this, the target of 100 GW has been achieved by 

India ahead of schedule. These efforts are also instilling confidence in the 

world.  The formation of the International Solar Alliance on the Global 

State is a great example of the same.

Of every effort being made by India today, the thing that is going to 

help India with a quantum leap in terms of climate is the field of ​ ​ Green 

Hydrogen. To achieve the goal of Green Hydrogen, I am announcing the 

National Hydrogen Mission today with this tricolour as a witness. We have 

to make India a Global Hub for Green Hydrogen Production and Export in 

the 'Amrit Kaal'. This will not only  help India to make a new progress in the 

field of energy self-reliance but will also become a new inspiration for 

Clean Energy Transition all over the world. New opportunities from Green 

Growth to Green Job are opening up today for our start-ups & youth.

My dear countrymen,

Today, the 21st century India has the ability to create and achieve big 

goals as well. Today India is also solving those subject areas, which were 

hanging fires for decades and centuries. Be it a historic decision to abrogate 

Article 370, introduction of GST, a system that frees the country from the 

web of taxes, a decision regarding 'One Rank-One Pension' for our military 

friends, a peaceful solution to the Ram Janmabhoomi issue, we have seen it 

come true in a few years

India's willpower is realizing all the resolutions whether it is the Bru-

Reang agreement in Tripura after decades, constitutional status to the OBC 

commission or the BDC and DDC elections in Jammu and Kashmir for the 

first time since independence.

Even in this period of Corona, record foreign investment is coming to 

India. India's foreign exchange reserves are also at an all-time high. India 

has also given the message of the might of New India to the enemies of the 

country by carrying out surgical and air strikes. It shows that India is 
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changing. India can change. India can take the toughest decisions and it 

does not hesitate and stop in taking even the toughest decisions.

My dear countrymen,

The nature of global relations has changed after the Second World 

War. There is a possibility of a new world order post Corona. The world has 

seen and appreciated India's efforts during Corona. Today the world is 

looking at India from a new perspective. There are two important aspects of 

this perception -- one is terrorism and the other is expansionism. India is 

fighting both these challenges and is also responding strongly in a 

restrained manner. Our defense preparedness has to be equally strong if 

India has to fulfil its obligations properly.

We are making constant efforts to provide new opportunities to our 

hardworking entrepreneurs and to encourage Indian companies to make 

the country self-reliant in the field of defence. I assure the country that we 

will leave no stone unturned to strengthen the hands of our forces engaged 

in the defense of the country.

My dear countrymen,

Today is also the birth anniversary of the great thinker of the country, 

Sri Aurobindo. His 150th birth anniversary will be celebrated in 2022. Sri 

Aurobindo was a visionary of India's bright future. He used to say that we 

have to be as powerful as we were never before. We have to change our 

habits. We have to re-awaken ourselves. These words of Sri Aurobindo 

remind us of our duties. We also have to think about what we are giving to 

the country as a citizen and as a society. We have always given importance 

to rights. They were needed during that period, but now we have to make 

duties paramount. Everybody will have to contribute in fulfilling the 

resolutions of the country. Every citizen will have to own this up.

Our country has initiated a campaign of water conservation, so it is 

our duty to include saving water in our habits. If the country is 

emphasizing on digital transactions, then it is also our duty to do minimum 

cash transactions. The country has started the campaign of Local for Vocal, 

so it is our duty to buy as many local products as possible. To strengthen 

our vision of a plastic-free India of the country, it is our duty to completely 

stop the use of single use plastic. It is our duty not to throw dirt in our rivers, 

keep our sea shores clean. We also have to take the Swachh Bharat Mission 

to another new level.

Today, when the country is celebrating the Amrit Mahotsav on the 

occasion of 75 years of independence, it is the duty of all of us to join this 

event, participate in it enthusiastically, and keep kindling our resolutions 
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again and again. Keeping freedom struggle in mind, whatever little you 

do… whatever… will be pure like a drop of nectar, and this Amrit Kumbh 

made by the pure efforts of many Indians will inspire the entire nation for 

years to come. 

My dear countrymen,

I am not a fortune teller, I believe in action. I have faith in the youth of 

my country, I trust the sisters of the country, the daughters of the country, 

the farmers of the country, and the professionals of the country. This 'CAN 

DO' generation can achieve every goal imaginable.

I believe that in 2047, on the occasion of celebrating 100 years of 

independence… whoever will be the Prime Minister… whoever will be the 

Prime Minister after 25 years from today, when he will be unfurling the 

flag… I say this with confidence today that he or she shall be chronicling 

those accomplishments in his speech about which the country has taken a 

vow today... This is my firm belief of victory.

Today whatever I am speaking of in the form of a resolution, whoever 

hoists the flag after 25 years, shall be speaking of the same in the form of 

accomplishments. The country would be singing its glory in the form of 

these accomplishments. Youth of the country of today, shall also see at that 

time how the country has achieved this glory.

In the 21st century, no obstacle can stop us from fulfilling the dreams 

and aspirations of India. Our strength is our vitality, our strength is our 

solidarity, our vitality is the spirit of nation first - always first. This is the 

time for shared dreams, this is the time for shared resolve, this is the time 

for shared efforts... and this is the time to move towards victory.

And so I say once again-

This is the time,

This is the time.. the right time!

India's precious time!

This is the time, the right time! India's precious time!

The power of countless arms,

The power of countless arms,

There is patriotism everywhere!

There is the power of innumerable arms, there is patriotism 

everywhere…

Come, rise and unfurl the Tricolour!

Come, rise and unfurl the Tricolour!
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Turn the fate of India,

Turn the fate of India,

This is the time, the right time! India's precious time!

There is nothing..

There is nothing you cannot do,

There is nothing you cannot achieve,

You Rise...

You Rise and Begin,

Recognize your abilities,

Recognize your abilities,

Understand all your duties,

Understand all your duties!

This is the time, the right time! India's precious time!

When the country completes 100 years of independence, the goals of 

the countrymen must be turned into reality; that is my desire. With my best 

wishes, I once again congratulate all the countrymen on the 75th 

Independence Day! Say aloud with your fists up -

Jai Hind,

Jai Hind,

Jai Hind!

VandeMatram,

VandeMatram,

VandeMatram!

Long live Mother India,

Long live Mother India,

Long live Mother India!

Thanks a lot!
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Parivaarvaad & Corruption India’s 2 Big 

Challenges: PM Narendra Modi

Best wishes to my dear countrymen on the momentous occasion of 

completion of 75 years of Independence. Many congratulations to all! It is 

heartening to see our tricolor being unfurled with pride, honor and glory, 

not only in all the corners of India, but also worldwide by Indians who love 

their country immensely. I extend my heartiest congratulations to all the 

people spread across the globe who love India. My heartfelt greetings to all 

my dear Indians on this Amrit Mahotsav festival of celebrating our 

freedom. This is a day of historic importance. This is an auspicious occasion 

to step forward on a new path, with a new resolution and a new strength.

In the pursuit of Independence, the entire period of slavery was spent 

in struggle. No part of India or any time period remained untouched by the 

freedom struggle against several centuries of slavery and marked by people 

sacrificing themselves facing torutre and making supreme sacrifice. Today 

is an opportunity for all of us countrymen to bow down and salute all such 

brave hearts, the legends of every sacrifice made by every great soul. This is 

an opportunity to also solemnly acknowledge their debt and pledge to fulfil 

their dreams at the earliest with deep resolve. All the countrymen are 

deeply indebted to Pujya Bapu, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Babasaheb 

Ambedkar, Veer Savarkar, who devoted all their life on the path of duty 

towards the nation.The path of obligation has been their sole life path. This 

country is grateful to Mangal Pandey, Tatya Tope, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, 

Rajguru, Chandrashekhar Azad, Ashfaqulla Khan, Ram Prasad Bismil and 
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countless such revolutionaries of ours who shook the foundations of British 

rule. This nation is grateful to those brave women, be it Rani Lakshmibai, 

Jhalkari Bai, Durga Bhabhi, Rani Gaidinliu, Rani Chennamma, Begum 

Hazrat Mahal, Velu Nachiyar, who showed the mettle of women power of 

India. What is the resolve of India's 'Nari Shakti'? Every Indian is filled with 

pride while remembering the countless brave women who achieved the 

pinnacle of sacrifice.

Today is an opportunity to pay homage to countless such great men 

like Dr. Rajendra Prasad ji, Nehru ji, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Shyama 

Prasad Mookerjee, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Deendayal Upadhyay, Jai Prakash 

Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohia, Acharya Vinoba Bhave, Nanaji Deshmukh, 

Subramania Bharati who fought the war of independence and built the 

country after independence.

When we talk about the freedom struggle, we cannot forget to 

acknowledge our tribal society living in forests. There are countless names 

like Bhagwan Birsa Munda, Sidhu-Kanhu, Alluri Sitarama Raju, Govind 

Guru, who became the voice of freedom movement and inspired my tribal 

brothers and sisters, mothers and youth in the remotest jungles to live and 

die for the motherland. It has been the good fortune of the country that 

there have been many aspects of the freedom struggle. And one such aspect 

was when many such great men like Narayana Guru, Swami Vivekananda, 

Maharishi Aurobindo, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore kept awakening the 

consciousness of India in every corner and every village of India, and kept 

this consciousness alive.

For the last year, we are witnessing how the country (is celebrating) 

the 'Amrit Mahotsav'. It all began with Dandi Yatra in 2021. The people 
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held programs in every district, every corner, of India to enlarge the scope 

of goals of the 'Amrit Mahotsav' of Independence. This was perhaps for the 

first time in history that such a huge and comprehensive festival for a single 

purpose was celebrated.  An attempt was made in every corner of India to 

remember all those great men who did not find mention in history for some 

reasons or who were forgotten.  Today, the nation sought out all such 

heroes and great men, selfless, brave men from every corner of the country 

and paid tributes to them. It was an opportunity to pay tributes to all these 

great men during the 'Amrit Mahotsav'.

Yesterday on 14th August, India also remembered the deep wounds 

of Partition on 'Partition Vibhishika Memorial Day' with a heavy heart. 

Crores of such people had endured a lot for the glory of the tricolour. They 

had endured so much due to their love for the motherland and they did not 

lose patience. Their determination to start a new life with their love for 

India is inspirational and worth saluting. 

Today, as we are celebrating the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav', it is an 

opportunity to recall the contributions made by those who lived and died 

for the country, dedicated their lives for the country during the last 75 

years, those who protected the country and fulfilled the country's 

resolutions; be it the army personnel, police personnel, bureaucrats, public 

representatives, administrators of the local self-government, state 

administration or central administration. Today we must also recall the 

contributions made by the crores of citizens of the country who have done 

everything possible to take the country forward despite various challenges 
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in 75 years.

My dear countrymen,

This journey of 75 years has been full of ups and downs. Amidst the 

shadow of good and bad times our countrymen have accomplished various 

achievements; they have made efforts and have not given up. They didn't 

let the resolutions fade away. It is true that the hundreds of years of colonial 

rule had inflicted deep wounds on India and the sentiments of the Indians, 

but the people were resilient and passionate. And that's why, Indians 

managed to revive the nation despite scarcity and denigration. When the 

freedom struggle was in its final stages, all measures were taken to frighten, 

disappoint and frustrate the country. There were apprehensions that after 

independence when the British would leave, the country would be 

scattered and in shambles; people would die fighting internal wars; India 

would plunge into a dark age.

But they were not aware that this is the soil of India. This country has 

the unlimited potential to survive across centuries and influence even 

beyond the powerful rulers. It is as a result of such immense capabilities 

and resilience that our nation has emerged strong despite facing 

innumerable adversities be it food crisis or war. We have aborted 

challenges hurled at us by terrorist activities which killed our innocent 

countrymen. We endured proxy war, natural calamities, successes and 

failures, hopes and despair yet remained undaunted at all such junctures. 

But even in the midst of these abysmal stages, India has been relentlessly 

progressing. India's diversity, which others once thought was a burden to 

India, is proven to be the priceless power of India. A strong testimony of its 
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power.

The world was not cognizant that India has an inherent potential of 

strong culture and values, a bond of thoughts deeply embedded in mind 

and soul; and that is - India is Mother of democracy. And when those who 

have democracy pulsating in their minds walk with determination and 

resolve, it augurs doom for the most powerful sultanates of the world. This 

Mother of Democracy, our India has proven to all that we have this 

invaluable strength.

My dear countrymen,

In the journey of 75 years, in the midst of hopes, aspirations, ups and 

downs, it is with everyone's effort that we could reach this far. And when in 

2014, my countrymen gave me this responsibility, I was the first Indian 

born in free India, who got the privilege to sing praises of glory to my dear 

countrymen from the ramparts of the Red Fort. But whatever I have learned 

today is from all of you. I have been able to understand your happiness and 

sorrows.  I could sense your soul calling about the hopes and aspirations 

you have for your country. With whatever I could embrace of your dreams, 

I immersed myself fully in empowering those countrymen during my 

tenure who were left behind and deprived from being a part of the 

mainstream. Be they the marginalised, outcast, exploited, victimized, 

deprived, tribals, women, youth, farmers, or the divyang people. From the 

farthest of India's east or west, north or south, ocean beds or Himalayan 

peaks, I have dedicated myself to fulfil Mahatma Gandhi's vision of 

inclusion. I have committed myself to his vision of empowering and 

uplifting the person sitting at the last mile. I can see the fruition of this 
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mission in the past eight years because of the experience gained over 

several decades of independence. We are embarking on the glorious years 

of 75 years today on Amrit Mahotsav. On the first morning of this Amrit 

Kaal I am filled with pride to see such an immensely endowed nation.

Dear countrymen,

I am witnessing the biggest fortune today that Indians have emerged 

as an Aspirational Society. Being an aspirational society is the biggest asset 

for any nation. And we are proud that today every corner of India, every 

section and strata of our society is brimming with aspirations.

Every citizen of the country wants to change things, wants to see 

things change, but is not ready to wait. He wants these things to happen in 

front of his eyes and wants to do it as part of his duty. He wants speed, he 

wants progress. He is eager and excited to fulfill all the dreams cherished in 

75 years before his eyes. It may cause problems to some people. Because 

when there is an aspirational society, then even the governments have to 

walk on the edge of the sword and also have to charge with the times. And I 

believe whether it is the central government, state governments, 

institutions of local self-government, no matter what kind of governance 

system, everyone has to address this aspirational society and we cannot 

wait longer for their aspirations. Our aspirational society has waited for a 

long time. But now they are not ready to force their future generations to 

live in wait and hence the first dawn of this 'Amrit Kaal' has brought a huge 

golden opportunity for us to fulfill the aspirations of that aspirational 

society.

My dear countrymen,
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Recently, we have seen and experienced one such force and that is the 

renaissance of the collective consciousness in India. The renaissance of such 

collective consciousness, a nectar of so many struggles for freedom, is now 

being preserved and compiled. It is turning into a resolution, the 

culmination of effort is reckoned and the path of accomplishment is visible. 

I think that this awakening of consciousness, this renaissance, is our 

greatest asset.

Look at this renaissance.  Until 10th August, people would not even 

be aware of the power within the country. But for the last three days, the 

way the country has set about celebrating the journey of the Tricolour, even 

the leading experts of social science can't imagine the power within my 

country which has been shown by the Tricolor. This is the moment of re-

consciousness and renaissance. People are still to understand this. One can 

experience this consciousness when every corner of India comes out to 

observe 'Janata Curfew'. There is a feeling of consciousness when the 

country stands shoulder to shoulder with the corona warriors by clapping 

and clanging utensils. This consciousness is felt when the country goes out 

to greet the corona warriors by lighting a lamp. During Corona, the world 

was grappling with the confusion whether to take vaccines or not or 

whether the vaccines are useful or not. At that time, even the poor people of 

my country's villages surprised the world with the administration of 200 

crore vaccine doses. This is consciousness; this is potential, which has given 

new strength to the country today.

My dear brothers and sisters,

I can see an important potential. Like an aspirational society, like 

renaissance the attitude of the whole world towards India has changed in 
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the same way after so many decades of independence. The world is looking 

at India with pride and with anticipation. The world has started looking for 

solutions to the problems on the soil of India, friends. This change in the 

world, this change in the thinking of the world is the result of our 

experience and journey of the last 75 years.

The world is observing the way we have started moving ahead with 

the resolution, and ultimately the world too is living with a new hope. The 

world has started realising where the power to fulfil the expectations 

actually lies. I see it as triple power or 'tri-shakti' i.e. aspiration, re-

awakening and the world's expectations. We are fully cognisant of this, 

today, my countrymen have a major role in awakening. 130 crore 

countrymen after several decades of experience have shown the world the 

importance of a stable government, the power of political stability, policies 

and how trust develops in the policies. The world too is now realising it. 

And now when there is political stability, dynamism in policies, speed in 

decision making, ubiquity and universal trust, then everyone becomes a 

partner in development.

We started our journey with the mantra of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas', 

but gradually the countrymen have added more colours to it with 'Sabka 

Vishwas and Sabka Prayas'. So, we have seen our collective power and 

collective potential. 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' is being celebrated with the 

campaign to build 75 Amrit Sarovars in every district today. People from 

every village are joining the campaign and offering their services. With 

their own efforts, the people are running a massive campaign for water 
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conservation in their respective villages. Therefore brothers and sisters, 

whether it is a campaign for cleanliness or the work for the welfare of the 

poor, the country is moving ahead with full force today.

But brothers and sisters, if we continue to glorify our 75-years of 

journey in the 'Azadi Ka AmritKaal' and keep patting our own backs, then 

our dreams might be pushed far away. So, even if the past 75 years have 

been wonderful, full of various challenges and certain unfulfilled dreams, 

yet today when we are entering the 'Azadi Ka AmritKaal', the next 25 years 

are very significant for our country. And that's why today as I am talking 

about the strength of 130 crore countrymen, witnessing their dreams and 

feeling their resolutions from the ramparts of Red Fort, I believe we must 

focus our attention on the 'Panch Pran' for the coming 25 years. You have to 

concentrate on your resolve and strength. And we must take up the 

responsibility of fulfilling all the dreams of the freedom fighters by 

embracing those 'Panch Pran' by 2047 when the country celebrates 100 

years of independence.

Speaking of  'Panch Pran', the first vow is for the country to move 

ahead with a big resolve. And that big resolution is of a developed India; 

and now we should not settle for anything less than that. Big resolution! 

The second Pran is that in no part of our existence, not even in the deepest 

corners of our mind or habits should there be any ounce of slavery. It 

should be nipped there itself. Now, 100 per cent this slavery of hundreds of 

years has kept us bound, has forced us to keep our emotions tied up, have 

developed distorted thinking in us. We have to liberate ourselves from the 

slavery mind set which is visible in innumerable things within and around 

us. This is our second Pran Shakti.

The third Pran is that we should feel proud of our heritage and legacy. 

Since it is this same legacy which had given India its golden period in the 

past. And it is this legacy that has an innate capability of transforming itself 

with time. It is this rich heritage that transcends tests of tide and times. It  

embraces the new. And hence we should be proud of this heritage.

Fourth  Pran which is equally important is unity and solidarity. 

Amongst 130 million countrymen when there is harmony and bonhomie, 

unity becomes its strongest virtue. "Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat" – is one of 

the unifying initiatives to actuate the dream of the fourth Pran.

Fifth Pran is the duty of the citizens, in which even the Prime Minister, 

Chief Minister cannot be an exclusion  as they are also responsible citizens 

and have a duty towards the nation. This virtue is going to be the vital life 

force if we want to achieve the dreams we have for the next 25 years.

187



My dear countrymen

When your dreams are big, your resolve is big, and therefore 

endeavours should also be bigger. Strength also adds up to a great extent. 

Recall the period of 40-42, it is difficult to imagine now how the country 

emerged from the shackles of the treacherous British rule. Some hands 

picked up brooms, while some chose spindles, while several chose the path 

towards satyagrah

My dear countrymen,

As we wake up to this auspicious morning of 76th Independence, we 

must resolve to make India a developed nation in the next 25 years. The 

youth of today, all of 20-22-25 years, who I can see here shall be a witness to 

the glorious centennial celebrations of Independence. 

, some chose to struggle while many treaded the path of 

bravery of revolution. But the resolve of each was big- that of Freedom. Just 

see the power of their big goal– they achieved freedom for us.  We became 

independent. Had their resolution would have been small and limited, we 

would have prolonged our days of struggle and slavery, but kudos to their 

indomitable spirit and big dreams, we could finally attained our freedom.

You will be 50-55 

years old then, that means this golden period of your life, these 25-30 years 

of your age is the time to fulfill the dreams of India. Take a pledge and walk 

with me, friends, take the oath of the Tricolor and let us all join with full 

strength. This should be our great resolve that my country will be a 

developed country, we will develop a people-centric system in every 

parameter of development and we will have every human being and his 

hopes and aspirations at our center. We know that when India makes great 

resolutions, it also implements them.

When I first spoke about cleanliness during my first speech, the entire 

country embraced it. Everyone moved towards cleanliness as per his 

capacity and there is now antipathy towards filthiness. This is the country 

which has done it, is doing it and will continue to do so in future also. When 

the world was in a dilemma, this is the country which crossed the target of 

200 crore vaccinations in a time-bound manner and broke all the previous 

records. We are dependent on the fuel from the Gulf. We had decided how 

to move towards bio-oil. The 10 percent ethanol blending seemed like a 

very big dream. Old experiences showed that it was not possible, but the 

country has realized this dream of 10 percent ethanol blending before time.

Brothers and sisters,

Providing electricity connection to 2.5 crore people in such a short 

time was not a small task, but the country has done it. Today the country is 

rapidly providing 'water from tap' to the homes of lakhs of families. 
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Freedom from open defecation has become possible in India today.

My dear countrymen,

Experience tells us that we can achieve our goals once we are 

determined. Be it the goal of renewable energy, the intention of building 

new medical colleges in the country or creating a workforce of doctors, the 

pace has increased a lot in every field. And that's why I say that the coming 

25 years should be of huge resolutions, this should be our life and this 

should be our pledge.

The second thing that I have mentioned is the mentality of slavery 

and the attitude of the country. Brothers, how long will the world continue 

to give certificates to us? How long will we live on the certificates of the 

world? Shall we not set our own standards? Can a country of 130 crores not 

make an effort to exceed its standards? Under no circumstances should we 

try to look like others. It should be our temperament to grow with our own 

potential. We want freedom from slavery. The element of slavery should 

not remain in our mind even under the distant seven seas, friends. And I 

look with hope the way the new National Education Policy has been 

formulated with a lot of brainstorming, with the exchange of ideas from 

various people and is at the root of the country's education policy. The skill 

that we have emphasized is such a power, which will give us the strength to 

be free from slavery.

We have seen that sometimes our talent gets tied in the shackles of 

language. This is the result of slave mentality. We should be proud of every 

language of our country. We may or may not know the language, but we 

should be proud that it is the language of my country and it is the language 

given to the world by our ancestors.

Friends,

Today we are witnessing the structure of Digital India. We are 

looking at start-ups. Who are these people? This is that pool of talent who 

lives in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities, or in villages and belongs to poor families. 

These are our youngsters who are coming before the world today with new 

discoveries. We have to give up the colonial-era mentality. Instead, we 

must rely on our capabilities.

Secondly, we must feel proud of our heritage. Only when we connect 

with our land, we will be able to fly high, and when we fly high, we will be 

able to provide solutions to the world too. We have seen the impact when 

we take pride in our heritage and culture. Today the world is talking about 

holistic health care. But when it talks about holistic health care, it looks 

towards India's yoga, India's Ayurveda and India's holistic lifestyle. This is 
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our legacy that we are providing the world with. The world is being 

influenced by it today. Now look at our strength. We are the people who 

know how to live with nature. We know how to love nature. Today the 

world is facing environment related problems. We have that legacy and the 

solutions to the problems of global warming. Our ancestors have given us 

the same. When we talk about an environment-friendly lifestyle and LIFE 

mission, we attract the attention of the world. We have this power. Coarse 

paddy and millets are household items. This is our heritage. Due to the 

hard work of our small farmers paddy flourished on small pieces of land.  

Today the world is moving ahead to celebrate the millet year at the 

international level. That means our heritage is being appreciated around 

the world today. Let us learn to be proud of it. We have a lot to offer to the 

world.

When it comes to social stress, people talk of our family values; 

whenever it comes to personal stress, people talk of yoga. When it comes to 

collective tension, the people talk of the family system of India. The joint 

family system is an asset. Due to the sacrifices made by our mothers and 

sisters over the centuries, the 'joint family system' has evolved as a legacy. 

This is our legacy. How can we not be proud of this heritage? We are those 

people who see Shiva in every living being. We are those people who see 

Lord Narayana in every man. We are people who call women 'Narayani'. 

We are people who see the divine in the plants. We are the people who 

consider the rivers as mother. We are those people who see Shankar in 

every stone. This is our power. It is our potential to see every river as a form 

of mother. Such enormity of the environment is our pride! When we are 

proud of such heritage, the world too will feel proud of it.

Brothers and sisters,

We are the people who have given the world the mantra of 

"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam". We are the people who believe in "Ekam 

Sadvipra Bahudha Vadanti". 

In the period of 'holier than thou' mentality, today the world is facing 

a severe crisis due to conflicts caused by the attitude of one upmanship- the 

reason for all tensions. We have the wisdom to resolve this. Our scholars 

have said  meaning that a

, such a wise thought that Whatever is in the 

universe is in every living being. We were the proponents of such human 

values.

We are the people who have seen the welfare of the world; we have 

“Ekam Sat Vipra Bahudha Vadanti” bsolute Truth is 

one but it is manifested differently. This is our glory. We are the ones who 

say "yat pinde tat brahmande”
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been on the path of collective good and individual good, not only for our 

people but the whole world by believing in “sarve bhavantu sukhinaḥ, 

sarve santu nirāmayāḥ”. It is ingrained in our values that we will pray that 

m

It is our heritage to care for the 

happiness and good health of all. Hence, we should learn to honour and 

feel proud of our heritage and value system. It is the strength of our resolve 

that will be crucial in achieving the dreams in the next 25 years.

In the same way, my dear countrymen,

Another very important issue is Unity and solidarity. We need to 

celebrate the diversity of our huge country. The peaceful co-existence of 

innumerable traditions and creeds are our pride. For us all are equal. No 

one is inferior or superior; all are our own. This feeling of oneness is 

important for unity. The foundations of unity can be laid in every home 

only if son and daughter enjoy equality. If the family seeds gender 

discrimination across its generations then the spirit of Unity can never be 

woven in society. Gender equality is our first stipulation. When we talk of 

Unity, why not have only one parameter or standard-that of India First. All 

my endeavours, everything that I am thinking, saying, envisioning or 

visualising is in accordance with  India First. This way the path to Unity can 

be opened for all of us my friend. This is the mantra we need to embrace to 

bind all of us in oneness. I have full faith that we can thus diminish the 

discrimination prevalent in our society. We endorse the value of Shramev 

Jayate which means that it should be in our nature to respect the labourer.

But my brothers and sisters

From the ramparts of Red Fort, I also want to share one of my 

enduring pains. I cannot hold myself from expressing my pain. I am 

mindful that it may not befit the podium of the Red Fort. But I will still 

express my deepest feelings of agony to my countrymen. If I do not open up 

in front of the countrymen, then where will I say it after all? What I wish to 

share is that it hurts me to say that we have witnessed a perversion in our 

day-to-day speaking, behavior. We have been casually using language and 

words that are insulting to women. Can we not pledge to get rid of 

everything in our behavior, culture and everyday life that humiliates and 

demeans women? Women's pride is going to be a huge asset in fulfilling the 

dreams of the nation. I see this power and therefore I am insistent on it.

Dear countrymen,

I will now talk about the fifth life force – pran which is the duties of 

citizens. While trying to understand all the countries in the world that have 

ay all be prosperous and happy, may all be free from illness, may all see 

what is auspicious, and may no one suffer. 
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made progress; every country that has achieved something, even in 

personal life, few things emerged. One is disciplined life, and the other is 

devotion to duty. There should be success in the life of the individual, of the 

society, of the family, of the nation. This is the fundamental path and the 

fundamental vital force.

It is the job of the government to make efforts to provide 24 hours 

electricity but it is the duty of the citizen to save as many units as he can. It is 

the responsibility and efforts of the government to supply water to every 

field, but a voice should come from each of my fields that we will move 

forward by saving water by focusing on 'per drop more crop'. It is our duty 

to do chemical free farming, organic farming and natural farming. Friends, 

whether it is police or people, ruler or administrator, no one can be 

untouched by this civic duty. If everyone performs the duties of a citizen, I 

am sure that we can achieve the desired goals ahead of time.

My dear countrymen,

Today is also the birth anniversary of Maharishi Aurobindo. I bow at 

the feet of that great man. But we need to remember the great man who 

gave a call for 'Swadeshi to Swaraj' and 'Swaraj to Suraj'. This is his mantra. 

We all need to think how long we will be dependent on other people of the 

world. Can we outsource when our country needs food grains? When the 

country decided that we will meet our food requirements, did the country 

demonstrate it or not? Once we take a resolution, it is possible. And, 

therefore, 'AatmaNirbhar Bharat' becomes the responsibility of every 

citizen, every government and every unit of society. 'AatmaNirbhar 

Bharat' is not a government agenda or a government programme. This is a 

mass movement of society, which we have to take forward.

My friends, today we heard this sound after 75 years of independence 

for which our ears were yearning to hear. For the first time after 75 years, 

the Made in India cannon has saluted the Tricolour from the Red Fort. Will 

there be any Indian who will not be inspired by this sound? My dear 

brothers and sisters, today I want to congratulate the soldiers of the army of 

my country from my heart. I salute the way the army jawans have 

shouldered this responsibility of self-reliance in an organized way and 

with courage.  The soldier of the army carries death in his hands. He stands 

firmly in the middle when there is no gap between death and life. The 

resolution of our country is not small when the armed forces make a list and 

decide not to import 300 defence products.

In this resolution, I can see the seed of a bright future of 'Atmanirbhar 

Bharat' that will convert this dream into a banyan tree. Salute! Salute! Salute 
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to my army officers!

 I also want to salute the little children between 5 and 7 years of age. 

The nation's consciousness has been awakened. I have heard from 

countless families that 5-7 year old children tell their parents that they do 

not want to play with foreign toys. When a 5-year-old child makes such a 

resolution, it reflects the spirit of self-reliant India in him.

Speaking of the PLI scheme, one lakh crore rupees,  people from 

around the world are coming to India to try their luck. They are bringing 

new technology along with them. They are generating new employment 

opportunities. India is becoming a manufacturing hub. It is building a 

foundation for a Self-reliant India. Be it manufacturing of electronic goods 

or mobile phones, today the country is progressing at a very fast pace. 

Which Indian wouldn't be proud when our Brahmos is exported to the 

world? Today the Vande Bharat train and our metro coaches are becoming 

objects of attraction for the world.

 My dear countrymen,

We have to become self-reliant in the energy sector. How long will we 

be dependent on others in the field of energy? We should be self-reliant in 

the fields of solar energy, wind energy, and various other renewable energy 

sources like  Mission Hydrogen, bio fuel and electric vehicles.

 My dear countrymen,

Today natural farming is also a way of becoming self-reliant. Today 

the factories of Nano Fertilizer have brought a new hope in the country. But 

natural farming and chemical-free farming can give a boost to self-reliance. 

Today, new employment opportunities in the form of green jobs are 

opening up very fast in the country. India has opened up 'space' through its 

policies. India has come up with the most progressive policy regarding 

drones in the world. We have opened up new doors of opportunities for the 

youth of the country.

 My dear brothers and sisters,

I also call upon the private sector to come forward. We have to 

dominate the world. One of the dreams of a self-reliant India is to ensure 

that India does not lag behind in fulfilling the needs of the world. Even if it 

is the MSMEs we have to take our products to the world with 'Zero Defect - 

Zero Effect'. We have to be proud of Swadeshi.

 My dear Countrymen,

Till today we always remember our revered Lal Bahadur Shastri ji for 

his inspirational clarion call of Jai Jawan Jai Kisan meaning “Hail the Soldier, 
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Hail the Farmer". Later Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji added a new link of Jai 

Vigyan which meant “hail science” and we gave it utmost importance. But 

in this new phase Amrit Kaal now it is imperative to add jai anusandhaan that 

is “hail innovation”.

Jai Jawan Jai Kisan Jai Vigyan Jai Anusandhaan.

I repose my utmost faith in our youth of the nation. Witness the 

power of indegenious innovations. Today we have many success stories to 

show to the world - UPI-BHIM, our digital payment, our compelling 

position in the domain of Fintech.   Today in the world, 40 percent of real 

time digital financial transactions are happening in my country. India has 

shown innovation prowess to the world.

My dear Countrymen,

Today we are all set to enter the 5G era. You don't have to wait too 

long before we match the global steps. We are ensuring that optical fiber 

reaches each and every village until the last mile. I am fully informed that 

the dream of Digital India will be attained through rural India. Today I am 

happy that four lakh Common Service Centers of India are being 

developed in villages which are being managed by the youth of that village. 

Nation can take pride in the fact that four lakh Digital Entrepreneurs are 

being nurtured in the villages, and the rural population is becoming 

accustomed to benefit from all the services. Such is the power of India to 

become a technology hub in itself.

My dear countrymen,

This Digital India movement of developing semiconductors, entering 

the 5G era, spreading the network of optical fibres is not just to establish 

ourselves as modern and developed, but it is possible because of three 

intrinsic missions. The complete transformation of the education 

ecosystem, revolution in health infrastructure and improvement in the 

quality of agricultural life will be possible only through digitalisation.

Friends,

I can foresee that India will march ahead phenomenally in this decade 

which is hailed as the techade for humanity. It is a decade of technology. In 

the field of IT india has become a force to reckon with globally. We have the 

competencies to contribute in this techade.

Our Atal Innovation Mission, our incubation centres, our startups are 

developing a whole new sector, opening up new opportunities for the 

younger generation. Whether it is a matter of space mission, whether it is 

about our Deep Ocean Mission, whether we want to go deep into the ocean 

or we have to touch the sky, these are new areas, by which we are moving 

194



forward.

My dear countrymen,

Let us not forget this and India has seen this for centuries, while some 

model works are needed in the country, some great heights must be 

achieved, but at the same time we should remain rooted and grounded 

while accomplishing heights as a nation.

Potential of the economic advancement of India is dependent on the 

strength of the grassroot. Hence, we must acknowledge and strengthen the 

potential of our small farmers, entrepreneurs, small and medium sized 

enterprises, cottage industries, micro industries, street vendors, domestic 

labourers, daily wagers, auto rickshaw drivers, bus service providers etc. 

These form the largest population who need to be empowered. Being able 

to do so shall guarantee India's potential and therefore our efforts are going 

in the direction of giving maximum emphasis to this strata which is the 

fundamental grass root force of our economic development.

My dear Countrymen

We have 75 years of experience, and we have also achieved many 

accomplishments in these 75 years. We have cherished new dreams and 

taken new resolutions in 75 years of experience. But, what should be the 

optimum outcome of our human resources for the 'Amrit Kaal? How to get 

the optimum outcome of our natural wealth? We have to move forward 

with this goal. I want to say something from the experience of the last few 

years. You must have seen the power of 'Nari Shakti' in courts who are 

working in the field of Law. Look at the public representatives in the rural 

area. Our 'Nari Shakti' is devotedly engaged in solving the problems of our 

villages. Look at the field of knowledge or science, the 'Nari Shakti' of our 

country is visible right at the top. Even in the police force, our 'Nari Shakti' 

is taking the responsibility of protecting the people. In every walk of life, 

whether it is the playground or the battlefield, the 'Nari Shakti' of India is 

coming forward with a new strength and a new belief. I can see the 

manifold contribution of 'Nari Shakti', my mothers, sisters and daughters, 

in the next 25 years compared to the contribution in the last 75 years of 

India's journey. And hence, it is beyond assessment. Everything is beyond 

your parameters. The more we pay attention to this aspect, the more 

opportunities and facilities we provide to our daughters, they will return 

us much more than that. They will take the country to a new height. If the 

considerable efforts of our 'Nari Shakti' are added to the hard work that is 

required to fulfill the dreams in this 'Amrit Kaal', then it will take less hard 

work and our time limit will also be reduced. Our dreams will be more 
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intense, vivacious and resplendent.

Therefore, friends, let's move ahead with our responsibilities. Today I 

also want to thank the framers of the Constitution of India for giving us the 

federal structure. Our dreams are bound to be realized if we walk shoulder 

to shoulder by maintaining this spirit and respecting its sentiments in this 

'Amrit Kaal'. Programs may differ, working styles may differ, but 

resolutions can't differ, dreams for a nation cannot be different.

Let us move towards such an era. I remember the government at the 

Centre did not belong to our ideology when I was the Chief Minister of 

Gujarat. But I used to follow the same mantra that the progress of Gujarat is 

for the progress of India. India's progress should be at the core of our heart 

wherever we are. There are many states of our country, which have played 

a great role in taking the country forward, have led and worked as 

examples in many fields. This gives strength to our federalism. But today 

the need of the hour is that we need cooperative federalism as well as 

cooperative competitive federalism. We need competition for 

development.

Every state should feel that it is moving ahead, that it will race ahead 

by toiling hard. If a particular state has done 10 good tasks, others shall do 

15 good tasks. If a state has completed a job in three years, others should 

complete the same job in two years. There should be an atmosphere of 

competition between the states and all the units of the government which 

should strive to take us to new peaks of development.

My dear countrymen,

When we talk of the 25 years of Amrit Kaal, I know that there would 

be many challenges, limitations and problems. We do not underestimate 

these. We keep on looking for ways and are constantly striving but I wish to 

discuss two things here. There may be many issues to discuss but 

considering the time constraint, I would like to talk about two things right 

now. And I believe that because of all these challenges and problems if we 

do not take corrective steps while there is still time during 25 years of 'Amrit 

Kaal', then it could take a turn for the worse. So, I do not want to discuss 

everything but would definitely want to focus on two issues. One is 

corruption and the other is nepotism and the dynasty system. In a 

democracy like India where people are struggling with poverty and do not 

have a place to live, there are people who do not have a place to keep their 

ill-gotten money. This is not an ideal situation. So we have to fight against 

corruption with all our might. In the last eight years, we have been 

successful in working for the betterment of the country by saving two lakh 
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crore rupees which used to go into the wrong hands, using all the modern 

systems like Direct Benefit Transfer, Aadhaar and Mobile. Those who fled 

the country after looting banks during the tenure of the previous 

government, we have seized their property and are trying to get them back. 

Some have been forced to go behind the bars. We are trying to ensure that 

those who looted the country are compelled to return.

Brothers and sisters,

I can clearly see that we are entering a crucial period against 

corruption. Even the big ones will not be able to escape. With this spirit, 

India is now stepping into a decisive period against corruption. And I am 

saying this with a great responsibility from the ramparts of the Red Fort. 

Brothers and sisters, the corrupt are eating away the country like termites. I 

have to fight against it, intensify the fight and have to take it to a decisive 

point. So, my 130 crore countrymen, please bless me and support me! 

Today I have come to seek your support and cooperation so that I can fight 

this battle. I hope the country becomes victorious in this war. The lives of 

the ordinary citizens have been ruined by corruption. So, I want to make 

sure that the ordinary citizens are once again able to live with dignity. My 

dear countrymen, it is a matter of great concern that although abhorrence of 

corruption in the country is visible and expressed, sometimes the 

generosity towards the corrupt is shown which is not acceptable in any 

country.

And many people have gone so shameless that despite being 

convicted in court, having been proved corrupt, having been sentenced for 

imprisonment, while still serving in jail, they continue to glorify, take pride 

and continue to elevate their status.  Unless there is hatred towards filth in 

the society, the consciousness for cleanliness does not arise, unless we 

develop hatred towards the corrupt and corruption, until we relegate these 

people to social shaming, such mentality will not change. And that's why 

we need to be very aware of corruption and  corrupt people.

Another point to highlight is rampant nepotism. And whenever I talk 

about nepotism or dynasty, people think I am talking only in the context of 

politics. Not at all. Unfortunately, it is being nourished in other Indian 

institutions as well. Family bias Nepotism has gripped many of our 

institutions today. This is sadly harming the immense talent pool of our 

country. The future potential of my country is suffering. Those who are 

legitimate contenders of these opportunities and are genuinely eligible get 

sidelined due to nepotism. This is a good reason for corruption. Since they 

feel that they stand no chance to avail opportunities as per norms, these 

potential and deserving candidates resort to paying bribes to get a job. All 
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of us have to work hard on fighting Nepotism by becoming more aware 

and creating an antipathy for this. Only such efforts can save our 

institutions and ingrain ethical behaviour in our future generations. This is 

mandatory to ensure a bright future of our institutions.  Similarly, in 

politics too, family bias or dynasty has done the most injustice to the 

country's strength. It becomes a way to benefit only the family and has no 

connection towards the national good.

And therefore, while remembering the Constitution of India, 

standing under the tricolor from the ramparts of the Red Fort, I want to say 

with an open heart to all the countrymen- let us all join hands for the 

purification and cleansing of Indian politics and for the cleansing of all the 

institutions of India, we have to liberate the country from this family 

mentality and move towards taking the country forward on the basis of 

merit. It is more imperative now than ever. Otherwise, everyone will carry 

heavy resentment that s/he was deserving but could not succeed as there 

was no family member vouching for them in the ecosystem. Such a 

mentality is not good for any country.

Dear youth of my country, for your bright future, for your dreams, I 

seek your support in the fight against nepotism. I want your support in the 

fight against dynastic politics. I consider this as my constitutional 

responsibility. The responsibility of a democracy. I believe in the power of 

words spoken from the ramparts of this Red Fort. And hence I request you to 

support this opportunity. We have noticed this in the accolades we received 

at the sports world in the last few days. It's not that we did not have such 

great talent in the past. It is not that our sons and daughters, the youth of 

India, are not achieving anything in the world of sports. But sadly they have 

been pushed out due to the nepotism channel.  The ones that qualified to 

reach the competition in other countries were least bothered about winning 

medals for the country. But when transparency was reinstated, selection 

was on the merit of the sportsperson and the talent was honoured on the 

playgrounds. It is a moment of pride today to see the tricolor flying high and 

the national anthem reverberating at the stadiums globally.

One feels proud when there is freedom from dynasty and nepotism, 

and  such results come along. My dear countrymen, there are many 

challenges no doubt. But if there are crores of problems before this country, 

then there are also crores of solutions and I have faith in 130 crore 

countrymen. When 130 crore countrymen take one step ahead with a set 

goal and the commitment to resolve, India moves 130 steps forward. We 

have to move forward with this capability. This is the first dawn of the 

'Amrit Kaal' and we should not forget a single moment for the next 25 years. 
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To live for the motherland each day, every moment of time and every 

particle of life will be our true tribute to the freedom fighters. Only then, the 

virtuous remembrance of all those who contributed in taking the country to 

this point in the last 75 years will be of use.

I urge the countrymen to start the 'Amrit Kaal' today by nurturing 

new possibilities, realizing new resolutions and moving ahead with 

confidence. The 'Amrit Mahotsav' of freedom has turned in the direction of 

'Amrit Kaal' and, therefore, 'Sabka Prayas' is necessary in this 'Amrit Kaal'. 

'Sabka Prayas' is going to yield this result. The spirit of Team India is going 

to take the country forward. This Team India of 130 crore countrymen will 

realize all the dreams by moving forward as a team. With this belief, speak 

with me,

Jai Hind!

Jai Hind!

Jai Hind!

Bharat Mata ki – Jai!

Bharat Mata ki – Jai!

Bharat Mata ki – Jai!

Bharat Mata ki – Jai!

Vande Mataram!

Vande Mataram!

Vande Mataram!

Thanks a lot!
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi from the ramparts 
of Red Fort on the occasion of 77th Independence Day

My beloved 140 crore family members,

 World's biggest democracy and in the context of population as 

well,  we are trusted for being number one. Such a humongous nation is 

today celebrating the festival of independence with its 140 crore brothers 

and sisters and all family members. On this momentous and sacred 

occasion, I extend my greetings to each and every citizen of the country, to 

each one who loves, respects and takes pride in our nation India.

My dear family members, 

The Non-cooperation/Civil Disobedience and Satyagraha 

Movement under the leadership of our 'pujyaBapu' revered Mahatma 

Gandhi ji, bravehearts like Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru, and their 

generation, there will hardly be any person who has not contributed to the 

independence of the country. Today I respectfully pay homage to all those 

who contributed and sacrificed their lives during our freedom movement. I 

humbly bow down to their penance in giving us a free nation.

Today, 15th August, is also the 150th birth anniversary of Sri 

Aurobindo, the great revolutionary and pioneer of spiritual life. It is also 

the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Dayanand Saraswati ji. This year our 

nation is going to celebrate with great fervor, the 500th birth anniversary of 

the iconic women warrior Rani Durgawati. We will also be remembering 
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the premier of 'bhakti and yog' Meerabai, on the occasion of 525th years of 

her life immersed in spiritualism. Our country will be celebrating a 

milestone of 75th year on next 26th January which is our Republic Day. 

There will not be a bigger day to commit to national development, with 

new inspirations, new consciousness, new resolutions, as the country 

opens up immense possibilities and opportunities.

My dear family members,

Unfortunately, this time the natural calamity created 

unimaginable distress in many parts of the country. I express my 

condolences to all the families who have suffered in this crisis and assure 

that the state in tandem with the central government will leave no stone 

unturned to stand by you and resolve all those troubles at the earliest.

My dear family members,

In the past few weeks, particularly in Manipur in the North-East, 

and in some other parts of India, there has been a spell of violence, where 

many people lost their lives, and the dignity of mothers and daughters was 

violated. However, in the last few days, we have been hearing continuous 

reports of peace, and the entire nation stands with the people of Manipur. 

The people of Manipur have maintained peace in the past few days, and 

they should continue to foster that peace, as it is the path to resolution. Both 

the state and central governments are working together to find solutions to 

the issues and will continue to do so.

My dear family members,

When we look back at history, there are moments that leave an 
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indelible mark, and their impact lasts for centuries. Sometimes, these 

events might seem small and insignificant at the beginning, but they lay the 

roots for numerous problems. We all know that our country was invaded 

1000-1200 years ago. A small kingdom and its king were defeated. 

However, we couldn't have known that this event would lead India into a 

thousand years of subjugation. We got ensnared in slavery, and whoever 

came, looted us, and ruled over us. What an adverse period it must have 

been, that thousand-year span.

My dear family members,

An event might seem small, but its effects can persist for a 

thousand years. Today, I want to mention this because during this phase, 

India's brave souls from across the country continued to keep the flame of 

freedom burning, and establish a tradition of sacrifice. Mother India stood 

up to break chains, to shatter shackles, and the women power, youth 

power, farmers, and people from villages, workers and every Indian who 

lived, breathed, and strived for the dream of freedom was ready. A 

formidable force was ready for sacrifices to attain freedom. Numerous 

great souls, who spent their youth in prisons, were relentlessly striving to 

break the chains of slavery and for the freedom of the country.

My dear family members,

That widespread consciousness, the all-encompassing form of 

sacrifice and penance, instilled a new belief in the hearts of the masses, and 

in 1947, the country finally achieved independence, fulfilling the dreams 

nurtured during a thousand years of subjugation.
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Friends,

I am talking about the events of a thousand years ago for a reason. I 

am witnessing another opportunity before our country, a time when we are 

living in such a period, when we have entered such an era. It is our good 

fortune that either we are living in youth or we have taken birth in the lap of 

Mother India in the first year of 'Amrit Kaal'. And mark my words, my dear 

family members, the actions we take, the steps we take, the sacrifices we 

make, the penance we undertake in this era will define our legacy.

Sarvajan Hitay, Sarvajan Sukhay; We will take decisions one after 

the other, and the golden history of the country for the next 1000 years is 

going to emerge from it. The events taking place in this period are going to 

impact the next 1000 years. The country, which has come out of the slave 

mentality and is dedicated to the 'Panch-Pran' or the five resolutions, is 

moving forward today with a new self-confidence. The nation is working 

wholeheartedly to fulfil the new resolutions. My Mother India which was 

once a powerhouse of energy, but was buried underneath a pile of ashes, 

has been awakened once again by the efforts, consciousness and energy of 

140 crore countrymen. Maa Bharti has been awakened and we have 

experienced in the last 9-10 years that this is the period in which a new trust, 

a new hope and a new attraction has emerged all over the world towards 

India, towards the potential of India, and the world can see a spark for itself 

in this beam of light that is emanating from India. A new trust is growing 

around the world.

We are fortunate that we have inherited certain things from our 

ancestors and even the present era has created certain other things. Today 

203



we have demography; we have democracy; we have diversity. This trinity 

of demography, democracy and diversity has the potential to fulfill every 

dream of India. Today, while the countries around the world are 

witnessing an age structure that is growing old, India is moving 

energetically towards its youthful age structure. It is a period of great pride 

because today India has the highest population under the age of 30. This is 

what we have in my country, the youth below the age of 30 years; my 

country has crores of hands, crores of brains, crores of dreams, crores of 

resolutions! So, my brothers and sisters, my family members, we can get the 

desired results.

My dear family members,

Such incidents change the fate of the country. This power changes 

the destiny of the country. We are at the milestone between 1000 years of 

slavery and 1000 years of grand future that is about to come. We are at this 

crossroads and hence we cannot stop, nor shall we live in a dilemma 

anymore.

My dear family members,

Taking pride in the heritage that was once lost, gaining back the 

lost prosperity, let us once again believe that whatever we do, whatever 

step we take, whatever decision we make, will determine our direction for 

the next 1000 years and will write the fate of India. Today I would like to tell 

the youth of my country, to the sons and daughters of my country, you are 

fortunate. People hardly get the kind of opportunity that our youngsters 
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are getting now, and so we 

don't want to lose it. I have 

utmost faith in our youth 

p o w e r .  T h e r e  i s  h u g e  

potential/capability in our 

youth power and our policies 

as well as our ways provide an 

enabling environment to 

strengthen it.

Today my youth have 

propelled India to a certain 

position in the world's first 

t h r e e  s t a r t u p  e c o n o m y  

systems. The youth of the 

world are amazed to see this 

power of India. Today the 

world is technology driven 

and the coming era is going to 

be influenced by technology. 

This gives a platform to 

showcase the prowess of 

India's talent in technology 

who is going to play a new key 

role.

Friends,

Recently, I went to Bali 

for the G-20 Summit and there 

the premiers of the most 

prosperous and developed 

countries of the world showed 

immense curiosity and were so 

eager to learn about the 

nuances and the success of our 

Digital India. They were in awe 

of our talent when I shared that 

this wonder that India has 

achieved was not limited to the 

efforts made by youth of Delhi, 

Mumbai, Chennai but also by 

the youth of my Tier-2, Tier-3 
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cities. Today they are shaping the 

fate of my country. Today my 

youth from even small places, and I 

say this with great confidence 

today, that this new potential of the 

country is visible. That is why I say 

that our small cities can be smaller 

in size and population but the hope 

and aspirations, effort and impact 

they have demonstrated are second 

to none. They have novel ideas to 

develop apps, provide solutions 

and design technological devices. 

Just look how our sports world has 

evolved. The children who came 

out of the slums are showing might 

in the world of sports today. The 

youth of small villages, small 

towns, our sons and daughters are 

achieving wonders today in this 

arena. Now see, there are 100 schools in my country where children are 

making satellites and also aspiring to release them one day. Today 

thousands of tinkering labs are conceiving new scientists. Today, 

thousands of tinkering labs are inspiring millions of children to take up the 

path of science and technology.

I want to tell the youth of my country that today there is no dearth 

of opportunities, as many opportunities as you want, this country is 

capable of creating more opportunities. Sky's the limit.

Today, from the ramparts of the Red Fort, I want to heartily 

congratulate the mothers, sisters and daughters of my country. Our 

country has reached a level today due to the special prowess and 

competence of my mothers and sisters. Today the country is on the path of 

progress, so I want to also congratulate my farmer brothers and sisters. 

Today I bow down to the laborers of my country, my laborers who are my 

dear family members and all the several crores who belong to these 

fraternities. Today, the country which is moving towards modernity, is 

seen with a power comparable to the world. This could not be possible 

without the huge contribution of the laborers of my country. Today is the 

opportune time to hail their tireless efforts from the ramparts of the Red 

Fort. I truly congratulate all of them.
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I honor my family members, the 140 crore citizens of my country, 

these laborers, these street vendors and those who sell fruits and 

vegetables. Professionals play a significant role in moving my nation 

forward, in taking India to new heights of progress. Whether they are 

scientists, engineers, doctors, nurses, teachers, scholars, universities, 

gurukuls, everyone is contributing their utmost to brighten the future of 

Mother India.

My dear family members,

National consciousness is the term that is liberating us from 

worries. And today, this national consciousness is proving that India's 

greatest strength is trust. India's greatest strength is trust, our trust in each 

individual, trust of each 

individual in  government, 

trust of each one in a bright 

future for the nation, and the 

world's faith in India as well. 

This trust is for our policies 

and practices. This trust is 

because of the determined 

steps with which we are 

moving forward,  towards a 

brighter future for India.

Brothers and sisters,

My dear  family  

members, it is certain that 

India's capabilities and 

possibilities are set to 

traverse new heights of 

belief, and this new belief in 

abilities and new strengths should be nurtured. Today, the country has got 

the opportunity to host the G-20 summit. And the way various G-20 events 

and programs have been organized in every corner of India since the past 

year, they have showcased the abilities of common people to the world. 

These events have introduced the diversity of India. The world is observing 

India's diversity with amazement, and as a result, the attraction towards 

India has also increased. There is a growing desire to know and understand 

India. Similarly, India's export is growing rapidly. And I want to say that 

experts from around the world, based on all these criteria, are saying that 

India will not stop now. There is hardly any rating agency in the world 

which is not praising India.
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The world has begun to think in a new way after the corona period. 

And I firmly believe that just as after the Second World War, the world 

formed a new world order, I can clearly see that a new world order, a new 

global order, a new geo-political equation is rapidly progressing after 

corona. All interpretations of the geo-political equation are changing, 

definitions are changing. My dear family members, you will take pride that 

the world is seeing the capabilities of my 140 crore fellow citizens in 

shaping the changing world. You are standing at a turning point.

And during the corona period, the world has seen our capabilities 

in the way India has propelled the country forward. When the world's 

supply chains were disrupted, when there was pressure on big economies, 

even at that time, we had said that we have to see the development of the 

world. It should be human centric and humane; that is when we will be able 

to find the right solutions to the problems. And Covid has taught us or has 

forced us to realize that we cannot do the welfare of the world by leaving 

human sensibilities.

Today India is becoming the voice of the Global South. India's 

prosperity and heritage are turning into opportunities for the world today. 

Friends, with India's participation in the global economy and the global 

supply chain and with the place that India has earned for itself, I can say 

with full confidence that the current scenario in India today has brought a 

guarantee of stability in the world. There are no 'ifs' or 'buts' now in our 

minds, or in the minds of my 140 crore family members, or in the mind of 

the world. There is complete trust.

My dear countrymen,

Now the ball is in our court; we 

should not let the opportunity go; we 

should not miss the opportunity. I also 

congratulate my countrymen in India 

because my countrymen have the 
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ability to understand the roots of the problems and therefore in 2014, after 

an experience of 30 years, my countrymen decided that in order to take the 

country forward, a stable and a strong government was needed; a 

government with full majority was needed. So, the countrymen formed a 

strong and stable government. And the country was freed from the three-

decades of uncertainty, instability and political compulsions that were 

gripping the nation.

My dear family members,

The country has such a government today which is devoting every 

moment of the time and every penny of the people's money for the 

balanced development of the country; for  Sarvajan Hitaya: Sarvajan 

Sukhaya. The pride of my government and my countrymen is connected to 

one thing, that our every decision, our every direction is linked to just one 

yardstick, that is, 'Nation First'. And 'Nation First', is going to produce far-

reaching and positive results. Work is being done on a large scale in the 

country. But I would like to say that in 2014 as well as in 2019 you formed a 

strong government, and that is why Modi got the courage to bring reforms. 

You formed such a government that instilled courage in Modi to bring 

reforms. And when Modi brought reforms one after the other, the people of 

my bureaucracy, my crores of hands and feet, who are working as part of 

the government in every corner of India, 'performed to transform' . They 

fulfilled the responsibility very well and when the public joined in, we 

could see the transformation very clearly. And that's why this period of 
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'reform, perform, transform' is now shaping the future of India. And we are 

promoting those forces within the country, which are going to strengthen 

the foundation of the coming thousand years.

The world needs youth power, youth skills. We have created a 

separate ministry for skill development. It will not only fulfill the needs of 

India, but will also fulfill the needs of the world.

We created the Ministry of Jal Shakti. If one analyzes the 

composition of the ministry, then you will be able to understand the mind 

and brain of this government in a very good way. The Ministry of Jal Shakti  

is laying emphasis on ensuring pure drinking water to reach each and 

every citizen of our country. We are reiterating and focusing on 

development of sensitive systems to protect the environment. After our 

country braved Corona, the world is looking for holistic health care; this is 

the need of the hour. We created a separate Ministry of AYUSH and today 

Yoga and AYUSH are making waves in the world. Because of our 

commitment towards the world, the world is looking up to us. If we 

ourselves undermine this ability of ours, then how will the world 

acknowledge it? But when this ministry was formed, the world also 

understood its value. We are not ignoring the Fisheries and our big 

beaches. We are cognizant of ensuring welfare of our crores of fishermen 

brothers and sisters. They are in our heart and that is why we have created a 

separate ministry for fisheries, animal husbandry and dairy so that we can 

support those sections of the society and the class who have been left 
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behind.

There are parts of the government economy in the country, but a 

large part of the society's economy is the cooperative movement. 

Cooperative Ministry has also been created which is  spreading its network 

through our cooperative institutions so that the poorest of the poor are heard, 

their needs are met and they too can contribute in an organized way towards 

the development of the nation by being a part of a small unit. We have 

adopted the path of prosperity through cooperation. 

My dear family members,

When we came in 2014, we were at number 10 in the global 

economy, and today the persistent efforts of 140 crore countrymen have 

finally paid off as we have reached the rank of number 5 in the world 

economy. And this has not happened just like that at a time when the nation 

was in the shackles of corruption had gripped the country, scams worth 

lakhs of crores were wreaking havoc on the economy, the country was 

being recognized in the governance and fragile file, we stopped leakages, 

created a strong economy; we tried to spend more and more money for the 

welfare of the poor. And today, I want to tell the countrymen that when the 

country is economically prosperous, it does not just fill the coffers; it builds 

the capability of the citizens and the nation. If there is a government that 

takes a pledge to spend this honestly for the welfare of its citizens, then, 

what outcomes could be achieved.
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I am giving the account of 10 years to my countrymen from the 

ramparts of this Red Fort to which our tricolor stands a witness. The figures 

that you hear tell a compelling story of change, and you may wonder how 

this was achieved, how powerful is our capability to facilitate such a 

transformation. 10 years ago, 30 lakh crore rupees used to go to the states 

from the Government of India. In the last 9 years, this figure has reached 

100 lakh crores. Earlier, 70 thousand crore rupees were spent from the 

treasury of the Government of India for the development of local bodies, 

today it is going to more than 3 lakh crores. Earlier, 90 thousand crore 

rupees were spent to build the houses of the poor; today it has increased 4 

times and more than 4 lakh crores are being spent to build the houses of the 

poor.

First the poor should get cheap urea. The bags of urea that are sold 

for 3,000 rupees in some global markets, we provide to our farmers for 300 

rupees, and hence the government is providing a subsidy of 10 lakh crore 

rupees on urea for our farmers. The Mudra Yojana, with a budget of over 20 

lakh crore rupees, has provided opportunities for self-employment, 

businesses, and ventures for the youth of our country. About eight crore 

people have started new businesses, and it's not just eight crore people who 

started their businesses; each entrepreneur has provided employment to 

one or two individuals. The capability to provide employment to 8-10 crore 

new individuals has been achieved through the Mudra Yojana availed by 

eight crore citizens.
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During the Corona crisis, MSMEs were supported with nearly 3.5 

lakh crore rupees, preventing them from sinking and providing them 

strength. Under the "One Rank One Pension" initiative, which was a tribute 

to our soldiers, 70,000 crore rupees from India's treasury has reached them. 

The families of our retired soldiers have got this money. These are just a few 

examples and I don't want to take more time. There are many more 

initiatives that have significantly contributed to the country's 

development, generating employment in various corners of the nation as 

the budget has been increased manifold across  categories as compared to 

before.

And my dear loved ones,

But that's not all; the result of all these efforts is that in my first five-

year term, 13.5 crore of my fellow poor brothers and sisters have broken 

free from the chains of poverty and entered the new middle class. There can 

be no greater satisfaction in life than this.

My dear family members,

The various schemes from housing schemes, providing 50,000 

crore rupees to street vendors through the PM SVANidhi scheme, and 

many more have aided these 13.5 crore people to rise above the hardships 

of poverty. In the days to come, we will launch a scheme on the occasion of 

Vishwakarma Jayanti, benefiting individuals skilled in traditional 

craftsmanship, particularly from the OBC community. Weavers, 

goldsmiths, blacksmiths, laundry workers, barbers, and such families will 

be empowered through the Vishwakarma Yojana, which will begin with an 

allocation of around 13-15 thousand crore rupees. We have directly 

deposited 2.5 lakh crore rupees into the accounts of our farmers through the 

PM Kisan Samman Nidhi. We have spent 2 lakh crore rupees on the Jal 

Jeevan Mission, ensuring pure water to every household. We have eased 

the burden of the poor visiting hospitals during illness under the 

Ayushman Bharat Yojana. We have spent 70,000 crore rupees under the 

Ayushman Bharat Yojana ensuring they have access to medicine, 

treatment, and quality hospital care. The country is aware that we spent 

40,000 crore rupees to provide free vaccines during the Corona crisis. But 

you will be happy to know that we invested nearly 15,000 crore rupees for 

vaccination of livestock to save them.

My dear citizens, my dear family members,

Jan Aushadhi Kendras have provided new strength to senior 

citizens and middle-class families in our nation. In a joint family, if 

someone has diabetes, it's quite natural to get a medical bill of Rs 2000-3000. 
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We provide medicines which cost Rs 100 in the market for just Rs.10, Rs.15, 

Rs.20 through Jan Aushadhi Kendras . And today, with 10,000 Jan 

Aushadhi Kendras across the country, about Rs 20 crore have been saved 

by these people who needed medicines for these kinds of diseases. And 

these are mostly people who belong to middle-class families. But looking at 

its success today, I want to tell the countrymen that we are about to touch 

that section of the society with the Vishwakarma scheme. At the same time, 

we are also going to work on the target of 25,000 Jan Aushadhi Kendras 

across the country in the coming days from the present 10,000 Jan Aushadhi 

Kendras. 

My dear family members, 

When poverty reduces in the country, the power of the middle-

class section of the country increases manifold. And I assure you that in the 

coming five years, Modi guarantees that the country will be among the top 

three world economies; it certainly will be. Today the 13.5 crore people who 

have come out of poverty have in a way become the middle-class. When the 

purchasing power of the poor increases, the power of the middle class to 

carry out business grows too. When the purchasing power of the villages 

increases, the financial system of the town and city runs at a faster pace. 

And our economic cycle is interconnected. We want to move ahead by 

strengthening it. 

My dear family members,

The weaker sections who live in the cities face a lot of problems. 

Middle-class families are dreaming of buying their own houses. We are 

coming up with a new scheme in the coming years that will benefit those 

families that live in cities but are living in rented houses, or slums, or chawls 

and unauthorized colonies. If they want to build their own houses, we will 

assist them with a relief in interest rates and loans from banks that will help 

them save lakhs of rupees. If the income tax bracket for my middle-class 

families is raised from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 7 lakh, it benefits the salaried class, the 

middle class the most. Internet data was very expensive before 2014. Now 

we have the world's cheapest internet data. Every family's money is being 

saved. 

My family members,

The world has not yet come out of the adverse impacts of Corona; 

the war has again created an additional problem. Today the world is facing 

the crisis of inflation. Inflation has gripped the economy of the whole 

world. We also import some goods from around the world. Unfortunately, 

we have to import at inflated prices. So, this whole world has been gripped 
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by inflation.

 But my dear family members, 

India has tried its best to control inflation. Compared to the 

previous period, we have also had some success, but we cannot be 

complacent with that. We should not be complacent that our things are 

better than that of the world. I have to take more steps in this direction to 

minimize the burden of inflation on my countrymen. And we will continue 

to take that step. My efforts will continue. 

My dear family members, 

Today the country is moving forward with various capabilities. 

The country is working to move towards modernity. Today the country is 

working in the area of renewable energy; today the country is working on 

green hydrogen; the country's capability in the space sector is increasing.

So the country is moving ahead successfully in the deep sea 

mission as well. Rail is getting modernized in the country. Vande Bharat 

Bullet Train is also now successfully plying inside the country today. 

Concrete roads are being built in every village. Electric buses and metro 

rails are also being built in the country today. Today the internet is reaching 

the last mile in every village as we also aspire to go for quantum computers. 

On the one hand Nano Urea and Nano DAP are being worked upon while 

on the other side we are also emphasizing on organic farming. Today the 

Farmers Producers Association app is being built while we aspire to build 

semiconductors as well.

As we work towards building an accessible and inclusive India for 

our specially- abled citizens Divyangjan, we are also enabling my 

Divyangjan to proudly unfurl our tricolor flag of India in Paralympics. We 

are providing special training to these players. Today, leaving the old 

thinking, the old scope, India is moving forward with a view to achieve 

these futuristic goals. And  I say, when the foundation stone is laid by our 

government, it gets inaugurated within our regime too. I feel blessed that I 

was the chosen one and it was in my destiny to inaugurate and lay the 

foundation stones of so many projects.

Our work culture of aspirational mindset, thinking big, 

farsightedness, Sarvajan Hitaya: SarvajanSukhaya: Such has been our 

working style. And with this energy we work on how to achieve beyond 

and more than a resolution. We had resolved to make 75 thousand Amrit 

Sarovar in the Amrit Mahotsav of independence. At that time, we had 

resolved to make 75 Amrit Sarovar in every district. Around 50-55 

thousand Amrit Sarovars were conceived. But today the work of 
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construction of about 75 thousand Amrit Sarovar is going on. This in itself 

is a humongous task. This strength of manpower and water power is also 

going to be useful in safeguarding India's environmental wealth. Providing 

electricity to 18 thousand villages, opening bank accounts for the masses, 

building toilets for daughters, all the targets will be accomplished with full 

force ahead of time.

And when India takes a decision, it achieves it. This is what our 

track record says. Accomplishing 200 crore vaccinations successfully was 

an eyeopener for the world. A 200 crore figure leaves them flabbergasted. 

My country's Anganwadi workers, our Asha workers,  and our health 

workers have made this possible. This is the strength of my country. We 

rolled out 5-G. My country is the fastest in the world to roll out 5-G. We 

have reached more than 700 districts. And now we are already preparing 

for 6-G also.

We have made a task force. In the renewable energy sector we have 

surpassed our set target. The target which we had set for renewable energy 

by 2030 was completed in 2021-22. We had talked about 20 percent 

blending in ethanol, that as well we have completed five years ahead of 

time. The same was true about exports of 500 billion dollars, which was 

accomplished ahead of time and was increased to more than 500 billion 

dollars.

We had a resolve to accomplish something which was being 

discussed in our country for 25 years, that our country needs a new 

parliament; now it is ready. There has never been a session of the 

Parliament like this that there should be a new Parliament. It is Modi who 

has made sure the new Parliament was ready ahead of time, my dear 

brothers and sisters. This is a government that works, a government that 

surpasses the set targets, this is a new India, this is an India full of self-

confidence, this is an India that is working hard to make its resolutions a 

reality.

And so this India is unstoppable, this India is tireless, this India 

does not gasp and this India does not give up. And that's why, my dear 

family members, with economic prowess our labor force has got new 

strength, our borders have become more secure than before and the 

soldiers are minding the borders.

On this auspicious occasion of Independence Day, I extend 

heartfelt congratulations to my soldiers who are safeguarding the borders 

of our nation and the uniformed forces responsible for our internal security 

as I move forward with the address. Our military must be modernized, be 
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empowered, remain youthful, battle-ready, and prepared for war, which is 

why continuous reforms are taking place within our armed forces.

My dear family members,

We used to hear every day about bomb blasts happening here and 

there. Everywhere, there were signs cautioning people not to touch 

suspicious bags and announcements were made frequently. Today, the 

nation is experiencing a sense of security and when the nation is secured, 

peace is established that helps us realize new dreams of progress. The era of 

serial bomb blasts is now in the past and the innocent deaths as a result are 

now part of history. The country has witnessed a significant reduction in 

terrorist attacks. In Naxal-affected areas too, there has been a major 

transformation, creating a conducive environment for a major change.

My dear family members,

In every aspect of progress, when we move forward with the 

dream of a developed India by 2047, it's not just a dream but a resolve of 1.4 

billion citizens. To fulfill that resolve, hard work is essential, but our 

national character is the most significant force. The countries that have 

progressed, the ones that have overcome challenges, all of them have had a 

crucial catalyst – their national character. We must further strengthen our 

national character and move forward. It is our collective responsibility that 

our nation, our national character, should be vigorous, dynamic, 

hardworking, valiant, and outstanding. For the coming 25 years, we should 

follow only one mantra which should be the pinnacle of our national 

character. We should move forward with the message of living the unity of 

India and refrain from any language or step which will cause any harm to 

the unity of India. Every moment, I will continue my efforts to ensure the 

unity of the country. India's unity gives us strength.

Be it North or South, East or West, village or city, male or female – 

all of us contribute to the strength of our country with the spirit of unity and 

diversity. The second important aspect that I am observing is that if we 

want to see our country as a developed India by 2047, we must live by the 

mantra of 'Shreshtha Bharat' and characterize it. Now talking about our 

production, I had said in 2014, "Zero Defect, Zero Effect." If there's a "Made 

in India" product on any table in the world, the world should have 

confidence that there is nothing better than this. This will be ultimate. Be it 

our produce, our services, our words, our institutions, or our decision-

making processes, everything will be supreme. Only then can we carry 

forward the essence of excellence.

The third point is that the additional power of women-led 
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development will take the country towards further progress. Today, India 

can proudly say that if any country in the world has the highest number of 

women pilots in civil aviation, it's our nation. Whether it's the progress of 

Chandrayaan or the moon missions, many women scientists are at the 

forefront.

Today with the aim of creating a base of 2 crore Lakhpati Didis, we 

are working on women self-help groups. We, while promoting the 

potential of our women power, we are focusing on women-led 

development. When I put forward the matter of women-led development 

in the G-20, the whole G-20 group acknowledged its importance. And by 

acknowledging its importance, they are giving a lot of emphasis on it. 

Similarly, India is a country full of diversities. We have been a victim of 

imbalanced development. Some parts of our country have been victims of 

alienation. Now we must lay emphasis upon regional aspirations for 

balanced development and give due respect to that spirit regarding 

regional aspirations. If any part of our Mother India, or our body remains 

under-developed, then our body will not be considered fully developed. If 

any part of our body remains weak, then we will not be considered healthy. 

Similarly, if any part of my Mother India, or even a section of the society 

remains weak, then we cannot consider my Mother India as healthy and 

capable. And that's why we need to address regional aspirations and that's 

why we want to move forward in the direction of all-round development of 

the society, all-round development of every region and to ensure that every 

region gets an opportunity to reach its potential.

My dear family members,

India is a mother of democracy; India is also a model of diversity. 

There are several languages, several dialects, various costumes, and 

diversity. We have to move forward on the basis of all.

My dear family members,

When I talk about unity, and an incident happens in Manipur, the 

pain is felt in Maharashtra; if floods grip Assam, Kerala becomes restless. If 

anything unpleasant happens in any part of India, we feel the pain akin to 

organ donation. It is our social responsibility to make sure that the 

daughters of my country are not oppressed. It is our familial responsibility 

as well as a responsibility of all of us as a country. When copies of Guru 

Granth Sahib are brought back from Afghanistan, the whole country feels 

proud. When in any country of the world, during the time of Covid, a Sikh 

brother of mine sets up langar, feeds the hungry, and the whole world 

applauds, then India feels proud.
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My dear family members,

Speaking of women's respect, recently, I visited a country where a 

very senior minister asked me a question – “Do your daughters study 

science and engineering subjects?” I told him that today in my country 

more daughters than boys are taking up STEM i.e. Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths. It was surprising for him to know that my 

daughters are taking maximum part in it. This capability of our country is 

visible today.

My dear family members,

Today 10 crore women are involved in women self-help groups 

and if you go to a village with women self-help groups, you will find bank 

didis, Anganwadi didis with and didis who distribute medicines. And now 

my dream is to create a base of 2 crore lakhpati didis in the villages. And 

now we have new options for the same i.e. science and technology. I can see 

the potential of the women in our villages and that's why I am thinking of a 

new scheme. That will provide training to the sisters of Women Self Help 

Group with the integration of technology in our agriculture sector thereby 

strengthening our agritech. We will give skill training to women and train 

them to operate as well as repair drones. The Government of India will 

provide drones to thousands of such Women Self Help Groups. We will 

initiate making drone services available for our agricultural work. To begin 

with, we will start building 15 thousand Women Self Help Groups which 

will give flight to the dream of enabling a robust drone training mission.

My beloved family members,

Today the country is advancing towards modernity. Be it 

Highway, Railway, Airway, I-Ways or Information Ways, Water Ways, 

there is no such area in which the country is not progressing today. In the 

last 9 years, we have given a lot of emphasis on development in the coastal 

areas, tribal areas as well as our hilly areas. We have given strength to these 

sections of the society by introducing schemes like Parvat Mala, Bharat 

Mala. We have ensured the work of mainstreaming our rich eastern India 

with gas pipelines. We have expanded the health infrastructure by 

sanctioning an increase in the number of hospitals. We have also 

announced an increase in the number of MBBS seats in medical colleges so 

that our children can fulfill their dream of serving the nation as doctors. We 

have laid emphasis on making education accessible to all by 

recommending imparting education in mother tongues. I sincerely 

appreciate the stance of the Supreme Court of India who will now be 

making it possible for the people who go to court to hear the judgment and 

219



receive the operative part in their respective mother tongues. The 

importance of mother tongue is growing in today's times.

My dear family members,

For those villages which are known as Border villages of our 

country today, we have introduced a program called Vibrant Border 

Village. The Border Villages of our country were considered as the last 

village of the country until now. We have transformed the entire thought 

process. It is not the last village of the country. Those visible on the border 

are the first village of my country. When the sun rises in the east, the village 

on this side receives the first ray of sunlight. When the sun sets, the village 

reaps the benefit of the last ray. This is my frontline village and I am happy 

that today my special guests in this program are 600 headmen who have 

come today to be a part of this important program at this historic Red Fort 

from these first villages, border villages. They have traveled so far for the 

first time and have joined with new resolve, prowess, vigor and 

determination.

My beloved family members,

We envisioned Aspirational District and Aspirational Block to 

reinstate balanced development and its positive results can be seen today. 

Today, with the normal parameters of the states, these Aspirational 

Districts, which were once far behind, have shown better performance. I 

am positive that in the coming days, our aspirational districts and our 

aspirational blocks will definitely move forward. As I was speaking about 

India's character- first I mentioned India's unity; secondly, I mentioned that 

India should focus on excellence, thirdly, I spoke about women 

development. And today, I want to reiterate one more thing, fourthly 

Regional aspiration and the fifth important thing is India's national 

character and we are moving forward in that direction. Our national 

character should think about the betterment of the world. We have to make 

the country so strong that it can play its role for the welfare of the world. 

And after handling a global crisis like Corona, and the way we stood up as a 

country to help the world, the result is that our country has now taken the 

form of a friend of the world.

As an unwavering ally of the world, India has established its 

identity today. When we talk about global welfare, India's fundamental 

idea is to carry that thought forward. I am pleased that on this occasion of 

August 15th, several esteemed representatives from the US Congress are 

present among us.

What is India's perspective, and how do we advance the idea of 
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global welfare? Now, when we think, what do we say? We have presented 

this vision to the world, and the world is joining us with this vision. We said 

"One Sun, One World, One Grid" in the field of renewable energy. This is a 

significant statement from us, and today the world is acknowledging it. 

After COVID, we told the world that our approach should be "One Earth, 

One Health". Solutions to problems will arise only when humans, animals, 

and plants are equally addressed during times of illness.

We have put forth the concept of "One World, One Family, One 

Future” for the G20 summit and are working in that direction. As the world 

grapples with climate crises, we have shown the way and launched the 

LifeStyle for Environment – Mission LiFE initiative. We formed the 

International Solar Alliance in collaboration with the world and many 

countries are now part of the International Solar Alliance. We have 

emphasized the importance of biodiversity and advanced the 

establishment of the "Big Cat Alliance".

For the damage caused to infrastructure due to global warming 

from natural disasters, there is a need for long-term arrangements. 

Therefore, we have introduced the Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure (CDRI) as a solution. While the world is currently witnessing 

conflicts in the oceans, we have provided the world with the concept of the 

"Sagar Platform" which can guarantee global maritime peace. Emphasizing 

the need for traditional medical practices in mind, we have worked 

towards establishing a global-level center of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) in India. Through yoga and Ayurveda, we have 

worked for global well-being and health. Today, India is laying a strong 

foundation for global welfare. It is our collective responsibility to build 

upon this strong foundation.

My dear family members,

We have many dreams, clear resolutions, and definite policies. 

There is no questioning the intention. However, we must accept some 

truths and work towards their solutions. Therefore, my dear family 

members, I have come to the Red Fort today to seek your help and 

blessings, because in recent years, I have understood the nation's needs and 

assessed its necessities. Based on my experience, I am saying that we must 

now address these matters with seriousness. During the 'Amrit Kaal' of 

independence, when the nation celebrates 100 years of freedom in 2047, at 

that time, the Tricolour should be of a developed India in the world. We 

must not pause even for a moment, nor should we step back. For this, 

awareness, transparency, and impartiality are the necessary strengths. We 

have to provide as much nourishment to this strength as possible.
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It should be our collective responsibility to ensure that we can 

provide it through institutions as a citizen and as a family. And that's why if 

we look at the history of the last 75 years, there was no dearth in India's 

potential. And why can't this country, which was once called the 'golden 

bird', rise again with that same potential? Friends, my dear family 

members, I have an unwavering belief that in 2047, when the country 

celebrates 100 years of independence, my country will be a developed 

India. And I am saying this on the basis of the strength of my country, our 

available resources and particularly trusting the power of youth, of those 

under 30 years of age. Moreover, I am saying this on the basis of the 

strength of my mothers and sisters. However, there are certain obstacles in 

front of it because in the last 75 years certain bad elements have creeped into 

the society and have become a part of our social system so much so that 

sometimes we even turn a blind eye toward these. Now is not the time to 

shut your eyes.

If the dreams are to be fulfilled, the resolutions are to be achieved, 

then it is the need of the hour to fight the three evils by holding the bull by 

its horns. Corruption is at the root of all the problems of our country. Like a 

termite, it has completely eaten away all the systems of the country, and all 

the capabilities of the country. Freedom from corruption, fight against 

corruption in every area and in every sector is the need of the hour. And 

countrymen, my dear family members, this is Modi's commitment; it is my 

personal commitment that I will continue to fight against corruption. 

Secondly, dynastic politics has destroyed our country. This dynastic 

system had gripped the country and snatched away the rights of the people 

of the country.

The third evil is appeasement. This appeasement has also stained 

the original thinking of the country, our harmonious national character. 

These people destroyed everything. And therefore, my dear countrymen, 

my dear family members, we must fight against these three evils with all 

our might. Corruption, nepotism and appeasement; these challenges have 

flourished which has suppressed the aspirations of the people of our 

country. These evils rob our country of whatever abilities some people 

have. These are the things that put a question mark on the hopes and 

aspirations of our people. Be it our poor, be it Dalit, be it backward, be it 

Pasmanda communities, be it our tribal brothers and sisters, or be it our 

mothers or sisters, we all have to get rid of these three evils for their rights. 

We must create an atmosphere of aversion towards corruption. Just as dirt 

creates aversion in our minds because we do not like dirt, there can be no 

bigger filth than this in public life.
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And that's why we must give a new twist to our cleanliness 

campaign and cleanse our system of corruption. The government is making 

a lot of efforts to get rid of corruption with the use of technology. You 

would be surprised to know what was achieved on the ground in the last 9 

years in this country. If you listen to the alarming figures, you will realize 

that Modi takes such steps. I stopped the unfair advantage that nearly ten 

crore people used to take. Some of you might claim that severe injustice was 

done to these people; But no, who were these 10 crore people? Alarmingly, 

these 10 crore people were those who were not even born, and yet many 

falsely identified themselves as their widows and divyangs and reaped the 

benefits. Such women upon getting old often became disabled, and thus 

continued to take false benefits of government schemes. This is the pious 

task where we were able to stop 100 million such benami activities that had 

been going on since decades. The property of the corrupt that we have 

seized is 20 times more than before.

My dear family members,

These people absconded after robbing your hard earned money. 

We confiscated 20 times more property, and hence people's resentment 

towards me is very natural. But I have to intensify this fight against 

corruption. Due to our faulty government system, even if something 

happened in the eye of the camera, it used to get stuck afterwards. 

Compared to earlier times, we have now filed many more chargesheets in 

the court and getting bails is not easy. We are progressing by building such 

a firm system, because we are earnestly and honestly fighting against 

corruption.

Today, nepotism and appeasement have brought big misfortune to 

the country. Now how can this happen in democracy that a political party, 

and I am giving special emphasis on 'political party', has brought such a 

distortion in the democracy of my country. It can never strengthen India's 

democracy. What is that disease: familial politics. And what is their 

mantra? Party of the family, by the family and for the family. Their life 

mantra is that their political party belongs to the family, through the family 

and for the family, Nepotism and partisanship are the enemies of our talent 

pool. These parties deny capabilities and refuse to accept their competence. 

And therefore, for the strengthening of the democracy of this country we 

must liberate ourselves from nepotism. Sarvajan Hitaya Sarvajan Sukhay! 

Everyone deserves to get their rights. Hence, it is very important to 

reinstate social justice as well. Appeasement has done the biggest harm to 

social justice. If someone has destroyed social justice, then this 

appeasement thinking, appeasement politics. Government schemes for 
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appeasement have indeed killed social justice. And that's why we realize 

appeasement and corruption are the biggest enemies of development. If the 

country wants development, the country aspires to fulfill the dream of 2047 

of a  developed India, then it is necessary for us that we refuse to tolerate 

corruption in the country under any circumstances. We should walk 

forward and onward with this mood.

My beloved family members,

We all have a very important responsibility. Forcing our next 

generation to live the way you have lived, is a crime. It is our responsibility 

to give a prosperous and a balanced nation to our future generation. We 

should aim to provide a country steeped in social justice, so that our future 

generations do not have to struggle for small things. It is the duty of all of 

us, the duty of every citizen, and this era - Amrit Kaal is Kartavya Kaal –an 

era of duty. We cannot lag behind in our responsibilities; we have to build 

the India that was dreamt by Mahatma Gandhi, the India that was the 

dream of our freedom fighters, the India that was the dream of our brave 

martyrs, our brave women, who sacrificed their lives for the motherland.

My dear family members,

When I came in 2014, I came with a promise of change. In 2014. I 

made a promise to you that I will bring about change. And the 140 crore 

members of my family placed their trust in me, and I made every effort to 

fulfill that trust. The promise of Reform, Perform, Transform changed into 

belief because I had promised change. Through Reform, Perform, 

Transform, I have turned this promise into belief. I have worked tirelessly, I 

have worked for the country, I have worked with pride, and I have done it 

with the spirit of "Nation First." Based on my performance, you blessed me 

once again in 2019 and the promise of change brought me here. The next 

five years will be the years of unprecedented development. The next five 

years are the golden moments to realize the dream of 2047. And next time, 

on the 15th of August, from this very Red Fort, I will present to you the 

achievements of the country, your capabilities, the progress made by you, 

the successes achieved with even greater self-confidence.

My dear loved ones,

I come from amongst you, within your midst and I live for you. If I 

have a dream, it is for you. If I sweat, it is for you. Not because you have 

entrusted me with this responsibility, but because you are my family. As a 

member of your family, I cannot bear witness to any of your sorrows, I 

cannot bear to see your dreams shattered. I am here to fulfill your 

resolutions, to stand by you as a companion, to serve you, to be connected 
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with you, to live with you, and to fight for you. I am a person who has 

embarked on this journey with determination, and I believe that the 

struggles undertaken by our ancestors for independence and the dreams 

they had are with us today. The blessings of those who made sacrifices 

during the struggle for independence are with us. An opportunity has 

come for the 140 crore citizens of our country, and this opportunity has 

come with great potential and strength for us.

And therefore, my dear loved ones,

Today, as I converse with you in this 'Amrit Kaal', in the first year of 

the 'Amrit Kaal', I want to tell you with complete confidence -

As the wheel of time keeps turning,

The ever revolving cycle of the Amrit Kaal,

Everyone's dreams are my own dreams,

Nurturing all the dreams, moving steadily, bravely marching, our 

youth in stride,

With the right principles, forging a new way, setting the right pace, 

a new path,

Embrace challenges with steadfast courage, elevate the name of the 

nation in the world.

My dear family members,

My family members in every corner of India, my family members 

in every corner of the world, I once again extend my best wishes to all of you 

on the auspicious festival of Independence Day! And this Amrit kaal is the 

time of duty for all of us. This Amrit Kaal is the period for all of us to do 

something for Maa Bharati. During the war of independence, the 

generation that was born before 1947 got the opportunity to sacrifice their 

lives for the country. They did not leave any opportunity to die for the 

country. But we do not have the opportunity to die for the country. But 

there cannot be a greater opportunity than this for us to live for the country! 

We must live every moment for the country and with this resolution, we 

need to frame a new resolve for fulfilling the dreams of 140 crore 

countrymen in this 'Amrit Kaal'. The resolution of 140 crore countrymen 

needs to be accomplished and when the tricolor will be hoisted in 2047, 

then the world will be praising a developed India. With this belief, with this 

determination, my best wishes to all of you. My heartiest congratulations!

Jai Hind, Jai Hind, Jai Hind!

Bharat Mata ki Jai, Bharat Mata ki Jai, Bharat Mata ki Jai!

Vande Mataram! Vande Mataram! Vande Mataram!

Thank you very much!
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I live for you, I live for your future, I live for the 

bright future of Mother India : PM Narendra Modi

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

My dear countrymen, my family members!

Today is that auspicious moment when we pay our respects to the 

innumerable revered brave freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives for 

the country and committed themselves for the freedom of the country; who 

struggled throughout their lives, embraced the gallows bravely with 

slogans of Bharat Mata ki Jai. It is a festival to remember their grit, resolve 

and patriotic virtues. It is due to these bravehearts that we have the good 

fortune of breathing freely on this festival of independence. The country is 

deeply indebted to them. We express our reverence towards every such 

great personality. 

Dear Countrymen, 

Today I extend my deep respect to all those who are protecting the 

country with full dedication with commitment for nation building; and are 

also trying to take the country to new heights. Be it our farmers, the high 

morale of the youth, the contributions of our mothers and sisters; or the 
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d a l i t s ,  o p p r e s s e d ,  

exploited, deprived; today 

their patriotic zeal and faith 

in democracy have become 

an inspiration for the 

world. I salute all such 

people with deep respect. 

Dear Countrymen,

 This year as well as 

for a few years in the past, 

natural  disasters  are  

becoming a huge cause of concern for us. Many people have lost their 

family and property, the nation has also incurred huge losses several times. 

Today I express my deepest condolences to all of them and assure that the 

nation stands with them in this hour of crisis.  

Dear Countrymen, 

Let us now recall the days of pre independence. During the 

hundreds of years of slavery, every period has been a struggle. Be it our 

youth, older people, farmers, women, or tribals, they have continuously 

fought against slavery. History is proof that even before the much-

remembered Revolt of 1857, there were many tribal areas in our country 

where battles for independence were fought. 

Friends, 

Before independence, 40 crore countrymen showed immense 

spirit and capability. They marched 

forward with a dream, a resolution, 

and fought tirelessly. There was only 

one voice—"Vande Mataram," and 

only one dream—Bharat's freedom. 

We are proud that their blood runs in 

our veins today. They were our 

ancestors. They were just 40 crore. 

Just 40 crore people uprooted a 

global power and broke the shackles 

of slavery. If our ancestors, whose 

blood flows in our veins, could 

achieve this, then today we are a 

country of 140 crore people. If 40 

crore people could break the shackles 
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of slavery, if 40 crore people could fulfill the dream of achieving freedom, 

then 140 crore citizens of my country, 140 crore of my family members, if 

they set out with a resolution, determine a direction and march forward 

step by step, shoulder to shoulder, no matter how great the challenges, how 

intense the scarcity or the struggle for resources, we can overcome every 

challenge and build a prosperous Bharat. We can achieve the goal of a 

'Viksit Bharat' by 2047. If 40 crore countrymen could give us freedom with 

their hard work, dedication, renunciation and sacrifice, then 140 crore 

countrymen can also build a prosperous Bharat with the same spirit. 

Friends, 

There was a time when people were committed to die for the 

country, and we achieved freedom. Today is the time to commit to living 

for the country. If the commitment to die for the country could bring us 

freedom, then the commitment to live for the country can also create a 

prosperous Bharat. 

Friends, 

Viksit Bharat 2047 is not just a phrase for speeches. There is hard 

work going behind it. Suggestions are being taken from many people 

across the country and we have sought suggestions from the citizens. I am 

pleased that crores of citizens have given countless suggestions for a Viksit 

Bharat 2047. Every citizen's dream is reflected in this. Every citizen's 

resolution is evident in this. Be it the youth, the elderly, villagers, farmers, 

dalits, tribals, people living in the mountains, forests or cities, everyone has 

given valuable suggestions to build a Viksit Bharat by 2047 when the 

country celebrates 100 years of its Independence. 

I was immensely pleased to read these suggestions. What did they 

write? Some people proposed making Bharat the skill capital of the world. 
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For a Viksit Bharat 2047, some suggested transforming the country into a 

global manufacturing hub. Some suggested that our universities should 

achieve global status. There were also those who questioned why our 

media shouldn't be global after so many years of independence. Others 

expressed the belief that our skilled youth should become the first choice of 

the world. Some suggested that Bharat should become self-reliant in every 

aspect of life as soon as possible. Many advocated that the coarse grains 

produced by our farmers, which we call Shri Anna, these superfoods 

should reach every dining table across the globe. We must strengthen the 

nutrition of the world and also support the small farmers of India. Several 

people highlighted the need for governance reforms in various entities in 

the country, including local self-government institutions. Concerns about 

delays in the judicial system were also frequently expressed along with the 

need for  judicial reforms. Many wrote that it's the need of the hour to build 

many greenfield cities. One individual suggested launching a campaign for 

capacity building among the Government and administration in the face of 

increasing natural disasters. Others envisioned that Bharat's own space 

station should be established as soon as possible. Some emphasized that 

Bharat should develop into a hub for traditional medicine and wellness as 

the world embraces holistic healthcare. Yet another remarked that there 

should be no delay in Bharat becoming the world's third-largest economy. 

Friends, 

I was reading these suggestions because they have been provided 

by my fellow citizens. These are suggestions from the common citizens of 

my country. I believe that when the people of this nation possess such big 

thoughts and grand dreams, when their resolve is reflected in these words, 

it strengthens a new resolve within us. Our self-confidence reaches new 

heights, and this belief of people  is not just an intellectual debate; it has 

emerged from experiences. This belief is the 

result of long-term hard work. Therefore, 
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when the common man hears 

from the ramparts of the Red Fort that electricity will be provided to 18,000 

villages in Bharat within a specific timeframe and that promise is fulfilled, 

their confidence is strengthened. When it is said that even after so many 

years of independence, there are still 2.5 crore families living in darkness 

without electricity, and when 2. 5 Crore homes receive electricity, then the 

confidence of the common man   increases. When we talk about 'Swachh 

Bharat' clean Bharat, from affluent sections of society to rural families, 

people living in poor colonies  or small children, every family today is 

embracing a clean environment and encouraging dialogue on cleanliness. 

Every citizen is behaving responsibly and checking on each other to ensure 

a social change  towards clean habits and environment. I believe this is a 

true reflection of a new  consciousness that has come within the country. 

When it is announced from the ramparts of Red Fort that three 

crore families today receive clean drinking water from their taps, it is 

essential that all our families receive pure and clean drinking water. 

Through the Jal Jeevan Mission, 12 crore families are receiving hygienic tap 

water supply in a short duration. Today 15 crore families are the 

beneficiaries of this scheme. Who among our people were deprived of these 

facilities? Who was left behind? The forward strata of society did not face 

such lack of amenities. It is the dalits, the marginalized people, the 

exploited segment, the tribal brothers and sisters, people who dwell in 

slums and shackles, it is they who are devoid of such basic necessities. We 

made efforts to fulfill many such basic needs and the benefits of the results 

have been received by all members of the society.  

We have given the mantra of Vocal for Local. Today I am happy 

that it has become a new mantra for economic development. Every district 

is now taking pride in their produce. One District One Product is the new 
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wave now. Every district has now started thinking in the direction of 

exporting the product under One District One Product. The districts had 

taken the resolve of Renewable energy. India has achieved more in this 

sector than G 20 Nations collectively. India is working hard to become self-

reliant in the energy sector and to resolve the challenges caused by Global 

warming. 

Friends, 

Our nation feels immensely proud of our success in Fintech which 

even the world wants to learn from us. This makes us feel even more proud 

of our abilities. 

Friends, 

How can we forget the crisis faced during the corona pandemic? It 

was in our own country that the fastest vaccination drive in the world was 

carried out. Now when our own 

army conducts surgical strikes 

and air strikes, the hearts of the 

youth are filled with pride and 

heads are held high. It is because 

o f  t h e s e  t h a t  1 4 0  c r o r e  

countrymen today feel proud and 

confident.   

Friends, 

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  

deliberate effort on all these 

aspects. The tradition of reform 

has been given further impetus. 

When political leadership is 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b r i n g  

empowerment and is resolute towards development then the government 

machinery also starts enabling and ensuring robust implementations. And 

when every citizen starts participating actively towards achieving these 

dreams then the desirable outcomes are bound to be achieved. 

My dear countrymen, 

Let us not forget that we as a nation have been facing tough 

situations even after several decades of freedom. This is because of our 

attitude of 'chalta hai' and accepting the status quo. We do not believe or 

participate in actuating the change. We do not challenge the status quo and 

do nothing new thinking that it will create more problems. There was an 

environment of status Quo, to make do with what is available, people 
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believed that nothing is going to 

happen. We had to break this 

mentality; we had to fill ourselves 

with confidence, and we made 

efforts in that direction. Many 

people would say, "Why should 

we work for the next generation 

now? Let's focus on the present." 

But the ordinary citizens of the 

country did not want that; they 

were waiting for change, they 

desired change, they were eager 

for it. But no one gave importance 

to their dreams, hopes and 

aspirations. As a result, they 

continued to struggle through 

hardships. They waited for 

reforms. We were given the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  w e  

implemented significant reforms 

. Be it the poor, the middle class, 

the underprivileged , our growing urban population, the dreams and 

resolutions of the youth, their aspirations, we chose the path of reforms to 

bring about change in their lives. And I want to assure the citizens of the 

country that our commitment to reforms is not limited to the editorials of 

pink papers. Our commitment to reforms is not for a few days of applause. 

Our process of reforms is not driven by compulsion but by the intention to 

strengthen the nation. Therefore, today, I can say that our path of reforms 

has become a blueprint for growth. Our reforms, this growth, the change, 

these are not just topics for debate clubs, intellectual society or experts. 

Friends, 

We have not done this due to political compulsions. Whatever we 

do, we do not think by calculating political gains and losses. Our only 

resolution is—Nation First, Nation First, the nation's interest is supreme. 

We take steps with the resolution that my India should become great. 

Friends, 

There is a long story when it comes to reforms and it might take 

hours If I go into its discussion. But I want to give a small example. The 

reforms in the banking sector—Think about the state of the banking 

sector—there was neither development, nor expansion, nor trust. Not only 
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that, the kind of activities that 

were going on led our banks 

into crises. We implemented 

multiple reforms to strengthen 

the banking sector. And today, 

as a result, our banks have 

secured their place among the 

selected strong banks in the 

world. And when banks 

become strong, the power of 

the formal economy is also 

strengthened. When a banking 

system is established, it 

becomes the greatest strength 

to meet the needs of the common poor, especially middle-class families. 

Whether it's a home loan, a vehicle loan, a loan for my farmer to 

buy a tractor, a loan for my youth to start a start-up, a loan for education for 

the youth, or a loan to go abroad—these are all made possible through 

banks. I am happy that even my cattle rearers and my brothers and sisters 

involved in fisheries are benefiting from banks today. I am happy that 

millions of my street vendors are now connecting with banks, achieving 

new heights, and becoming partners in the path to development. Banks are 

the biggest support for our MSMEs and our small industries. They need 

money for daily expenses to progress further, and that has become possible 

today because of our strong banks.           

 Friends, 

Although our country gained independence, a "Maai-Baap" 

culture took root unfortunately, where people were forced to constantly 

plead with the government, seek favors, and rely on references or 

recommendations. Today, we have transformed that model of governance. 

Now, it is the government that reaches out to the beneficiaries; it is the 

government that delivers gas stoves to their homes, brings water supply to 

their households, provides electricity, and offers financial assistance to 

encourage them to touch new heights of development. The government is 

actively taking steps to promote the skill development of our youngsters. 

Friends, 

Our government is deeply committed to major reforms, and 

through these efforts, we aim to set the country on a path of progress. 

Friends, 
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New systems are being established in the country. To advance the 

nation, numerous financial policies are being continuously developed, and 

the country's trust in these new systems is steadily growing. Those who are 

20-25 years old today, and who were only 12-15 years old a decade ago, 

have witnessed this transformation taking place before their eyes. In just 10 

years, their dreams have taken shape, sharpened, and ignited a new sense 

of self-confidence, which is now emerging as a formidable strength of the 

nation. Today, Bharat's reputation has enhanced globally, and the world's 

perception of Bharat has changed. 

The doors of opportunities are now wide open for our youth 

around the world. Countless new employment opportunities, which had 

eluded us for so many years after independence, are now at their doorstep. 

Possibilities have expanded, and new opportunities are being created. The 

youth of my country no longer wish to move slowly. They do not believe in 

incremental progress. Instead, they are in the mood to take leaps, to achieve 

new milestones by making bold strides. I would like to say that this is a 

Golden Era for Bharat. Compared to global conditions also this is indeed 

our golden period.

 My dear countrymen, 

We must not let this opportunity slip away. If we seize this moment 

and move forward with our dreams and resolutions, we will fulfill the 

nation's aspirations for a 'Swarnim Bharat' (Golden India) and achieve our 

goal of a developed Bharat by 2047. We have broken free from the shackles 

of centuries. 

Today, whether it is the tourism sector, MSMEs, education, 

healthcare, transport, agriculture, or the farming sector, a new and modern 

system is being established in every field. We aim to advance in line with 

our country's unique conditions while adopting the best practices from 
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around the world. Every sector 

r e q u i r e s  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  

innovation, with an emphasis on 

integrating technology. Thanks to our 

new policies in every sector, these 

fields are gaining new support and 

strength. We must remove all 

obstacles, overcome any downturns, 

and move forward with full vigor, 

blossoming, achieving our dreams, 

and realizing success. We must 

internalize this vision and move 

decisively in that direction. 

Now you can witness the 

massive change that is happening. I 

am throwing light on the changes 

happening at the grassroots through 

the women self-help groups. In the 

past decade, 10 crore sisters have become a part of these women self-help 

groups. 10 crore new sisters. I am feeling proud that 10 crore women from 

ordinary rural families are now becoming economically independent and 

self-reliant. When women become financially independent, they start 

contributing in important decision making in their families.  They become 

guarantors and custodians of social transformation. I am equally proud of 

several CEOs from India who are playing compelling roles at the global 

level today. It is indeed fulfilling to see that while on the one hand our CEOs 

are dominating the global business landscape, on the other hand one crore 

mothers and sisters joined women self-help groups and are becoming 

'lakhpati didis'. This is a matter of immense pride for me as well. We have 

now decided to increase the fund allocated to women self-help groups from 

10 lakhs to 20 

lakhs. Until now, a 

total of nine lakh 

crore funds have 

been channeled 

via banks to these 

self-help groups 

which is enabling 

them to further 

t h e i r  v a r i o u s  

works. 
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My friends, 

My young minds kindly be mindful of the fact that the space sector 

is opening up new future for us. This is a very important aspect of 

development which we shall pay more emphasis on. We have introduced 

several new reforms in this sector. We have removed several restrictions 

that were gripping the growth of this sector. India is seeing a surge in 

startups in the space sector. This sector is now becoming very vibrant and is 

going to play a crucial role in making our country a powerful nation. We are 

futuristic in our vision while strengthening the sector. We feel proud that 

today private satellites and rockets are being launched in our own country. 

I can vouch for this fact that if policies are right, intentions are true with 

complete commitment towards national development then we are bound 

to achieve great outcomes. 

My dear Countrymen, 

Today our nation has opened up immense possibilities and new 

opportunities.  We need to focus on two more advancements which have 

catapulted our economic growth and development. First is the 

development of modern infrastructure in which we have grown leaps and 

bounds. Second is Ease of Living. The common people should also have 

access to an affordable dignified lifestyle and basic amenities. 

In the past decade we have witnessed humongous infrastructure 

development by providing state of art railways, airport, ports, robust 

roadways,broadband connectivity so that facilities reach the last mile such 

as ensuring every village and even forest zones get a school, modern 

hospitals and Arogya mandirs are built in faraway places to provide 

affordable healthcare to the marginalized through Ayushman Bharat 

schemes. Several medical colleges and hospitals are being built. Sixty 

thousand ponds 'Amrit Sarovars' have been revived and replenished. 

Optical fiber networks have already been installed in Two lakhs 

Panchayats. Many farmers are benefitting now due to the huge network of 

canals. Four crore pukka homes have given a new lease of life to the poor. 

Three crore new homes have been promised in an effort to further this 

national agenda. 

Our North East India is now a hub for medical infrastructure and 

this transformation has helped us touch the lives by delivering accessible 

healthcare till the last mile. We have constructed roads connecting the 

remotest of villages and borders to bring these regions to the mainstream. 

Through these robust infrastructure networks, we have been able to fulfill 

the needs of the Dalits, exploited, deprived, backward, tribals, indigenous 
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and inhabitants of forests, hills and far flung border areas. It has been a 

pivotal agenda while designing reforms to ensure holistic schemes for our 

citizens engaged in fisheries, animal husbandry.  

Fulfilling the needs of our fisherfolk brothers and sisters, 

transforming the lives of our livestock keepers, striving for comprehensive 

development—this has been a part of our policies, our

intentions, our reforms, our programs, and our work style. And 

my young people get the greatest benefit due to these efforts. They get new 

opportunities, new possibilities arise for them to step into new areas, and 

this is what is providing the most employment, they have had the most 

opportunities to gain employment during this period. 

Our middle-class families naturally have expectations of a quality 

life. They contribute significantly to the country, so it is the country's 

responsibility to fulfill their expectations of quality life. We continuously 

strive to free them from bureaucratic hurdles. And I have envisioned that 

by 2047, when the dream of a Viksit Bharat will be realized, a component of 

this dream will be that there will be less government interference in the 

lives of ordinary citizens. We are committed to the kind of system where 

governance is not missing where it is necessary and where there is no 

impact due to delays caused by the government. 

My dear fellow citizens, 

We pay attention to even the smallest of needs. We focus on even 

the smallest necessities and work accordingly. Whether it is ensuring that 

the stove in our poor households keeps burning or ensuring that a poor 

mother does not have to go to sleep with worries in her mind, we are 

running a free healthcare plan. (Free) electricity, water, and gas 

(connections) are now in saturation mode, and when we talk about 

saturation, it means 100%. When saturation occurs, it does not carry the 

color of casteism and that of leftist ideology. When the mantra of saturation 

is embraced, the true essence of "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas" is realized. 

We have taken steps to reduce government interference in people's 

lives. The government used to burden ordinary citizens with thousands of 

compliances. We have eliminated over 1,500 laws so that citizens are not 

trapped in a web of legal complexities. There were laws created for small 

mistakes that could send people to jail. We have abolished the practice of 

imprisonment for minor offenses and removed provisions in the law that 

sent people to jail. Today, as we talk

about the legacy of taking pride in our freedom, we have replaced 

the centuries-old criminal laws with new criminal laws known as 
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(Bharatiya) Nyaya Sanhita. At the core of this is not punishment but the 

idea of ensuring justice for citizens. 

We are working on a nationwide mission to create Ease of Living. I 

emphasize this at every level of government. I urge all elected 

representatives, regardless of party or state, to take steps on a mission 

mode for Ease of Living. I request our youth, professionals, and everyone to 

keep writing to the government about the trivial issues they face with their 

solutions. They should inform the government. There is no harm in 

removing unnecessary difficulties. I firmly believe that today's 

governments are sensitive. Whether it is local self-governance, state 

governments, or the central government, they will give importance to this 

issue. 

Reforms in governance are essential for the dream of a Viksit 

Bharat by 2047. We must push forward with these reforms so that 

opportunities are created in the lives of ordinary citizens, and obstacles are 

eliminated. Citizens should experience dignity in their lives, and no one 

should ever have to say, "This was my right, and I did not get it." People 

should not have to look for what they deserve. Therefore, the delivery 

system in governance needs to be strengthened further. Look at what 

happens when we talk about reforms in the country. Today, there are 

approximately 3 lakh institutions operating across the country. Whether 

it's Panchayats, Nagar Panchayats, Nagar Palikas, Mahanagar Palikas, 

Union Territories, States, Districts, or the Centre, these 3 lakh small units 

are active. I appeal to these units today: If each of you undertake just two 

reforms per year at your level, reforms that directly benefit the common 

man, I am not asking for much, my friends. Whether it's a Panchayat, a State 

Government, or any department, simply implement two reforms a year 

and put them into practice. Imagine the impact—this could result in 

around 25-30 lakh reforms annually. When 25-30 lakh reforms are made, 

the confidence of the common man will soar. This newfound confidence 

will be instrumental in elevating our nation to new heights. That is why we 

must step forward to initiate changes within our own spheres, break free 

from outdated systems, come forward to create the change, and act 

courageously. The needs of the common man are often small, but they can 

face challenges even at the Panchayat level. If we can address these issues, I 

am certain that we can realize our dreams.

 My dear countrymen, 

Today, our nation is brimming with aspirations. The youth of our 

country are eager to soar new heights and achieve greatness. Therefore, our 

aim is to accelerate progress in every sector, focusing on three key areas. 
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Firstly, we must create new opportunities across all sectors. Secondly, we 

should work towards strengthening the supporting infrastructure 

required for evolving systems. And thirdly, we must prioritize and 

enhance the basic amenities for our citizens. These three aspects have 

fostered an aspirational society in Bharat, resulting in a society that is 

brimming with confidence. We are moving forward with immense passion 

by combining the aspirations of our citizens with the energy of our youth 

and the strength of our nation. I believe we have made significant strides in 

setting new records in employment and self-employment. Today, we have 

successfully doubled the per capita income. Bharat's contribution to global 

growth is substantial, our exports are continuously rising, our foreign 

exchange reserves have doubled, and global institutions have increasingly 

placed their trust in Bharat. I believe that Bharat is on the right path, 

advancing at a fast pace, and that our dreams have great power. Alongside 

all this, our path of sensitivity energizes us and awakens a new 

consciousness. Compassion is central to our approach. And we are moving 

forward with both equality and compassion at the core of our work. 

Friends, 

When I think of the Corona period, if there is any country that has 

swiftly improved its economy amidst the global pandemic, it is Bharat. This 

reassures me that we are on the right path. When the Tricolour is proudly 

fluttered at every house, transcending caste and creed, it affirms that the 

country is moving in the right direction. Today, the entire nation is united 

under the Tricolour — every house is adorned with it, with no distinctions 

of caste, creed, higher-class, or lower-class; we are all Indians. This unity is 

a testament to the strength of our direction. When we lift 25 crore people 

out of poverty, it reinforces our belief that we have maintained our 

momentum, and our dreams will soon be fulfilled. When more than 100 

aspiring districts are competing with the best districts in their respective 

states, we feel that both our direction and momentum of growth are 

certainly strong. Our tribal population is small but dispersed in really small 

groups across the country in remote locations and the government is 

concerned about their well-being and development. To ensure that the 

benefits of PM Jan Mann schemes reach each of them at various remote 

settlements in villages, hills and forests is a challenge for the government 

but we are not leaving any stone unturned. It gives fulfillment when you 

work compassionately. We should not only regard and respect women but 

we should make decisions with empathy for their wellness. In this earnest, 

we have extended paid maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for 

working women. We are responsible for the child in her lap who will 
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become a good citizen only if the mother is taken care of. This motivates us 

to make compassionate decisions for the females of our country. 

When my specially-abled brothers and sisters start 

communicating in the Indian sign language, or benefit from the campaign 

of inclusive and accessible nation through 'Sugamya' (accessible) Bharat, 

s/he feels respected and enjoys dignity as a citizen of the country. It is 

amazing to see our sportspersons come out in flying colors in paralympics. 

They draw strength from our compassion. We are making equitable 

decisions with high sensitivity towards our ostracized transgender society 

by bringing amendments and introducing new laws for their incursion into 

the mainstream and ensuring dignity, respect and equality for all. Thus, we 

are moving in the right direction of change. We have embarked onto the 

'Trividh Marg' (three-way route) and are seeing a direct benefit of the spirit 

of service to all. 

After 60 years, we have been chosen to serve the nation for the third 

consecutive time. In response to the blessings that 140 crore countrymen 

have given to me, I have only one message: We are here to serve each of you, 

every family and every region.  With this power of your blessings, we 

aspire to achieve new heights of development. To pursue the dream of a 

developed India, from the ramparts of the Red Fort today, I bow my head in 

gratitude and thank the crores of countrymen for blessing us and choosing 

us to serve the nation. And I assure you all that we have to move forward to 

new heights, with a new zeal. We are not amongst those who watch from 

the sides and revel in the glory of small achievements.  We are from a 

culture of seekers of new knowledge and resilience; the go-getters who 

relentlessly aspire for higher achievements. We want to scale newer heights 

of development and we wish to inculcate this habit among our citizens. 

My dear countrymen,

 Today, through the new education policy, we want to transform 

the current education system in line with the requirements of the 21st 

century. We have to prepare future ready skilled resources in India to meet 

the expectations of the fast paced development. The new education policy 

has a huge role to play in retaining new talent in India. I do not want the 

youth of my country to be forced to study abroad. A middle-class family 

spends lakhs and crores of rupees to send their children to study abroad. 

We want to develop an education system so that the youth of our country 

do not need to go abroad. Our middle-class families need not spend lakhs 

and crores of rupees. Not only that, we also want to create such institutions 

that attract people from abroad to come to Bharat instead. Recently, we 

have revived the pride of Bihar's glorious history by reconstructing 
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Nalanda University. Nalanda University has resumed its operations once 

again. However, we must once again, in the field of education revive that 

centuries-old Nalanda spirit, live that Nalanda spirit, and with great 

confidence, work towards bringing new consciousness to the world's 

traditions of knowledge in the field of education. I firmly believe that the 

new education policy emphasizes the importance of the mother tongue. I 

urge the state governments and all institutions in the country that the 

country's talent should not be hindered because of language. Language 

should not be a barrier. The strength of the mother tongue empowers even 

the poorest child in our country to fulfill their dreams. Therefore, we must 

emphasize the importance of studying in the mother tongue, the role of the 

mother tongue in life, and its place in the family. 

My dear fellow citizens, 

As we witness the changes in the world today, the importance of 

skills has greatly increased. Therefore, we want to give new impetus to 

skills. Keeping Industry 4.0 in mind, we aim for skill development. We also 

want skill development for capacity building in every sector of life, 

including in the agricultural sector. We want to focus on developing new 

skills even in our sanitation sector. Therefore, we have come out with the 

Skill India Programme on a much broader scale this time. We have 

earmarked a large fund in this year's Budget for this purpose. In the Budget, 

we have also emphasized internships, so that our youth can gain 

experience, develop their capacity building and showcase their skills in the 

market. I want to prepare skilled youth in this manner. And friends, 

observing the global situation today, I can clearly see that Bharat's skilled 

manpower, our skilful youth will be making their mark in the global job 

market, and we are moving forward with that dream. 

Friends, 

The world is changing rapidly and the importance of science and 

technology is increasing in every aspect of life. We need to place significant 

emphasis on science. I have noticed that there has been a new atmosphere 

of interest in science and technology in our schools and colleges after the 

success of Chandrayaan mission. This new enthusiasm must be nurtured 

by our educational institutions. The Government of India has also 

increased support for research. We have established more chairs. We have 

created the National Research Foundation providing it with a legal 

framework to develop a permanent system that continuously strengthens 

research. This research foundation will carry out that work. It is a matter of 

great pride that we have decided to allocate one lakh crore rupees for 

research and innovation in the Budget so that the ideas of our country's 
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youth can be realized. 

Friends, 

Even today, our children are going abroad for medical education. 

Most of them come from middle-class families, and they spend a huge 

amount of money. Over the last 10 years, we have increased the number of 

medical seats to nearly one lakh. Approximately 25,000 young people go 

abroad each year for medical education. Sometimes, I get surprised to hear 

about the countries they have to visit to pursue medical education. 

Therefore, we have decided that 75,000 new seats will be created in the 

medical field in the next five years.

My dear countrymen, 

A Viksit Bharat of 2047 must also be a healthy Bharat. To ensure 

this, we must focus on the nutrition of children starting today as they are 

the first generation of a developed Bharat. That is why we have launched a 

nutrition campaign paying special attention to their well-being. We have 

initiated the National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan), prioritizing 

nutrition. 

My dear countrymen, 

Transforming our agricultural system is crucial and the need of the 

hour. We must break free from the age-old traditions that have held us back 

for centuries, and we are actively supporting our farmers in this endeavor. 

We have been continuously working towards this transformation. Today, 

we provide farmers with easy access to loans and assist them with the latest 

technology. We are assisting the farmers to ensure value addition to their 

produce. We are also making comprehensive arrangements for marketing 

their produce so that the farmers have end to end assistance, and we are 

committed to moving forward in this direction. 

Today, as the entire world is concerned about Mother Earth, we see 

the health of our soil deteriorating day by day due to the use of fertilizers. 

The productivity of our Mother Earth (soil) is also depleting and declining. 

At this critical time, I want to express my gratitude to the lakhs of farmers in 

our country who have chosen the path of organic farming and have taken 

on the responsibility of nurturing and protecting our Mother Earth. In this 

year's budget, we have also made significant provisions and introduced 

substantial schemes to promote and support organic farming. 

My dear countrymen, 

When I observe the state of the world today, I see that the entire 

world is turning towards holistic healthcare where organic food has 

emerged as the preferred choice. If there is any nation that can create a 
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global food basket of organic food, it is my country and its farmers. This is 

why we aspire to move forward with this vision in the coming days, so that 

our nation can become the organic food basket for the world as it 

increasingly demands organic food. 

We are striving to ensure that the lives of farmers are made easier, 

villages have top-class internet connectivity, farmers have access to 

healthcare facilities and their children get access to smart schools as well as 

employment opportunities. Given the challenges of sustaining an entire 

family on small plots of land, we are making comprehensive efforts to 

equip the youth with the skills needed to secure new jobs and create 

additional sources of income. 

In recent years, we have focused on a women-led development 

model. Be it innovation, employment or entrepreneurship, women are 

making significant strides in every sector. It's not just about increasing 

participation, women are also taking on leadership roles. Today, in many 

areas—be it our defence sector, the Air Force, the Army, the Navy, or our 

space sector—we are witnessing the strength and capabilities of our 

women.                                                  

 On the other hand, there are some pressing concerns which bring 

me a lot of trauma, hence, I once again wish to highlight them from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort. As a society we should seriously dwell upon the 

atrocities being meted out to our mother, sisters and daughters. The 

outrage is visible in the nation and among the citizens. I can feel this 

outrage. The states, society and the nation have to take serious cognizance 

of this malefaction. Crimes against women should be investigated without 

any delay. Those committing such demonic acts must be booked prima 

facie to reinstate the trust on the government, judiciary and civil society. I 

also want to mention that the rape victims - our mothers and daughters are 

highlighted all over the media and discussed in society, however the rapist 

does not make the news. Now the need of the hour is that there should be a 

wide discussion about the criminals who get punished so that even those 

who commit such sins fear the consequences including hanging to death. I 

feel that it is very important to create this fear. 

My dear countrymen, 

We have a habit of downsizing our own efforts and achievements 

as a nation. We unfortunately have stopped taking pride in our nationality 

for whatever reason. It was humiliating many times to hear 'being late' as a 

typical Indian mindset. We have worked hard to improve the perception of 

Indians at the global level. In the past even toys were imported in India. We 
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have witnessed such days too. But today we are proud that our toy industry 

has also become a name to reckon with in the global market. We have 

started exporting toys. There was a time when mobile phones were being 

imported, but today India has a large hub of manufacturing ecosystem of 

mobile phones and we have started exporting them all over the world. Such 

is the prowess of India.   

Friends, 

Future of the world is connected with semiconductors, modern 

technology and AI. We have embarked on the semiconductor mission and 

aspire to have Made In India products which are available at competitive 

rates for the world. We have great talent pools and our youth should dream 

big in this sector. India has been into research and now we should move 

towards manufacturing as well. We have the capability and prowess to 

provide end to end solutions to the world in this sector. 

Friends, 

We have also seen the days when we had to struggle even for 2G. 

Today we can see the meteoric scaling up and Roll Out of 5G across the 

latitude and longitude of the country.  Friends, we are not going to stop 

anywhere soon. We shall not agree to stop at 5G only.  We are already 

working in the mission mode for 6G and we shall surprise the world with 

our progress. I can say this with full confidence. 

My dear friends, 

Talking about the Defence Sector, we were in the habit of 

questioning any increase in the Defence Budget. No one ever tried to know 

where the funds were utilized. The Defence Budget was spent on imports 

from other countries. I am deeply grateful to our Defence Forces as we see 

their promise in becoming self-reliant in this sector as well. They have 

shared a list of things that they have resolved not to import any more. We 

should learn true patriotism from our army. With this spirit we are 

becoming self-reliant in the defence sector.  In the field of Defence 

Manufacturing India has also marked its presence. I am elated to say that 

our defence sector which was dependent on importing even small items, 

has gradually emerged and is establishing itself as exporter and 

manufacturer of various Defence Equipment. 

We want to promote the manufacturing sector because it is crucial 

for addressing unemployment. Today, the Production-Linked Incentive 

(PLI) scheme has been a great success. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

reforms have also given us significant strength. MSMEs (Micro, Small, and 

Medium Enterprises) have gained considerable momentum. A new system 
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has been developed, and as a result, our manufacturing sector is on the path 

to becoming a global manufacturing hub. With a country that has such a 

large youth population and the capability to harness it, we aim to advance 

in the world of manufacturing with great strength, especially in Industry 

4.0. We have also focused on the necessary skill development for this. We 

have introduced new models in skill development. We have encouraged 

public participation so that we can quickly develop skills according to 

immediate requirements. As I speak from the ramparts of the Red Fort, I am 

confident that the day is not far when Bharat will become an industrial 

manufacturing hub and the world will look up to it. 

Today, many of the world's leading companies want to invest in 

Bharat. I have observed this after the elections, and the majority of people 

requesting to meet with me in my third term are investors. These are global 

investors who want to come to Bharat and invest here. This is a

huge golden opportunity. I urge state governments to establish 

clear policies to attract investors. Provide assurance of good governance 

and build their confidence in the law and order situation. Every state 

should engage in healthy competition to attract investors. This competition 

will bring investment to their states, providing local youth with 

opportunities and creating jobs. 

If policies need to be changed, states should adapt them according 

to global requirements. If land is required, states should create a land bank. 

The more proactive the states are in working towards good governance 

with a single-point focus and make efforts in this regard, the more likely it is 

that these investors will stay for the long term. This cannot be done by the 

central government alone; state governments play a crucial role because 

the projects will be implemented in the states. Daily interaction with state 

governments is essential for the projects to succeed. Therefore, I urge the 

states that as the world is increasingly attracted to Bharat and is committed 

to investing in Bharat, it is our responsibility to move forward with clear 

policies, leaving behind old habits. You will see the results in your state, 

and I assure you that your state will shine. 

Friends, 

It is important for Bharat to be recognized for its best quality. For 

the world, we now need to focus on the field of design and emphasize 

"Design in India." We must strive to make Indian Standards synonymous 

with International Standards. When Indian Standards become 

International Standards, it will make it easier for our products to receive 

global acceptance. This will depend on the quality of our production, the 
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quality of our services, and the quality of our approach. Therefore, we must 

focus on quality as we move forward. We have the talent. We can offer 

many new things to the world in the field of design. We must embrace the 

call of "Design in India" and move forward with the dream of "Design in 

India and Design for the World." 

I see a vast market emerging in the world of gaming. However, 

even today, the influence of gaming and the profits from creating these 

games are primarily held by foreign companies. Bharat has a rich heritage 

and we can bring new talent into the world of gaming. We can attract 

children worldwide to games made in our country. I want the children of 

Bharat, the youth of Bharat, Bharat's IT professionals, and Bharat's AI 

professionals to lead the world of gaming. In the gaming world, our 

products should make an impact globally. Our animators have the 

potential to work globally. We can establish a strong presence in the 

animation industry and should strive to work in that direction. 

My dear countrymen, 

Today, global warming and climate change are pressing issues and 

are being discussed across various sectors worldwide. Bharat has 

undertaken numerous initiatives in this regard. We have demonstrated our 

commitment through tangible actions, not mere words, and have achieved 

results that have astonished the world. We were pioneers in banning 

single-use plastics and have significantly advanced our renewable energy 

efforts, infusing new strength in this field. We are moving towards a net-

zero future in the coming years and I remember the targets set in the Paris 

Accord. From the ramparts of the Red Fort, I wish to highlight the 

achievements of my countrymen. What the G-20 nations could not 

accomplish, our citizens have achieved. If any G-20 country has met its 

Paris Accord targets ahead of time, it is only my country, my Bharat. I take 

immense pride in this accomplishment. We have met our renewable energy 

targets and are ambitiously working towards reaching the target of 500 GW 

of renewable energy by 2030. It's indeed a massive goal! The world may be 

astonished by this goal, but I confidently assure my fellow countrymen that 

we will achieve it. This will benefit humanity, secure our future, and ensure 

a bright future for our children. We are also committed to making our 

railways net-zero carbon emitter by 2030. 

Friends, 

The PM Surya Ghar Free Electricity Scheme is set to provide new 

strength, and its benefits will be felt by the average families in our country, 

particularly the middle class, when their electricity bills become free. The 
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demand for electric vehicles is on the rise. Those who generate electricity 

from solar energy under the PM Surya Ghar Yojana, can also reduce their 

fuel costs. 

Friends, 

We aim to become a global hub through the Green Hydrogen 

Mission. Policies have been rapidly formulated, and their implementation 

is progressing swiftly. Bharat is committed to advancing green hydrogen 

as a new energy source. These efforts address concerns about climate 

change and global warming, while also opening up significant 

opportunities for green jobs. Thus, as the importance of green jobs expands 

in the near future, to seize this opportunity and provide employment for 

our youngsters, we must focus on promoting and expanding the green job 

sector. 

My dear countrymen, 

Today, under this tricolor flag, we are joined by the young athletes 

who have proudly represented Bharat on the global Olympic stage. On 

behalf of 140 crore fellow countrymen, I extend my congratulations to all 

the athletes and players of our nation. I also offer my best wishes with the 

hope that we will continue to strive towards new goals with renewed 

dreams, resolutions, and unwavering effort. In a few days, a large Indian 

delegation will depart for Paris for the Paralympics. I also convey my 

heartfelt best wishes to all our Paralympic athletes. 

Friends, 

India hosted the G-20, and it was organized across various cities in 

our country. More than 200 events were conducted! G-20 was never held in 

such a grand manner  before, this was a first. This proves that Bharat has the 

capability to organize major international events and possesses 

unparalleled hospitality. With this established, our goal is clear: to host the 

2036 Olympics on Indian soil. We are preparing for this and making 

significant progress towards it. 

Friends, 

It is our social responsibility to support the most disadvantaged 

members of society. If we leave anyone behind, it hampers our collective 

progress. Therefore, we can only truly advance if we uplift those who are 

lagging behind. It is our duty to make every effort to include the neglected 

regions, the marginalized communities, our small farmers, tribal brothers 

and sisters in the forests, our mothers and sisters, our laborers, and our 

workers, ensuring they are brought up to our level. The pace of this effort 

has already accelerated, and we will soon see these communities catch up 
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with us, thereby strengthening our collective power. We must approach 

this task with great sensitivity and seize the significant opportunity that lies 

ahead. 

What could be a more significant occasion for fostering sensitivity 

than this? Even before the 1857 freedom struggle, a tribal youth in our 

country stood firm against the British. At the age of 20-22, he challenged 

them fiercely, and today, he is revered as Bhagwan Birsa Munda. As we 

approach the 150th birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, let us draw 

inspiration from his legacy. Who could serve as a greater inspiration than 

Bhagwan Birsa Munda, exemplifying how even an individual of modest 

means can exhibit profound patriotism? As we celebrate Bhagwan Birsa 

Munda's birth anniversary, let our sensitivity and compassion for society 

deepen. Let us commit to including every member of our community—the 

poor, the Dalits, the backward, the tribals—and advance together with this 

resolution. 

My dear countrymen, 

We are moving forward with determination and making 

significant progress. However, it is also true that there are some individuals 

who are unable to appreciate this progress. There are those who cannot 

think beyond their own welfare and do not care about the well-being of 

others. Such individuals, with their distorted mindset, are a concern. The 

country must avoid these people, who are mired in despair. When a 

handful of such individuals, consumed by their own negativity, spread this 

kind of toxicity, it leads to anarchy, destruction, chaos, and severe setbacks 

that necessitate immense efforts to rectify. These pessimistic elements are 

not merely hopeless; they are nurturing a negative mindset that dreams of 

destruction and seeks to undermine our collective progress. The country 

needs to recognize this threat. Nonetheless, I want to assure my fellow 

citizens that with our good intentions, integrity, and dedication to the 

nation, we will win over even those who oppose us. We will not waver from 

our commitment to advance our country, and I pledge to uphold this 

resolve. 

Friends, 

Challenges are abundant, both internal and external. As we grow 

stronger and gain more attention, these challenges are bound to increase. 

External challenges, in particular, are likely to escalate, and I am well aware 

of this. However, I want to convey to such forces that the development of 

Bharat does not mean a threat to anyone. Even in the past, when we were 

prosperous, we never dragged the world into wars. We are the land of 
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Buddha, and war is not our path. Therefore, the world need not worry. As 

Bharat progresses, I urge the global community to understand Bharat's 

values and its thousands of years of history. Do not perceive us as a threat. 

Do not resort to strategies that might make it harder for a land capable of 

contributing to the welfare of all humanity. But I also want to tell my fellow 

citizens that no matter how many challenges we face, confronting 

challenges is in Bharat's nature. We will not waver, tire, stop, or bow down. 

We will leave no stone unturned in fulfilling our commitments, changing 

the destiny of 140 crore citizens, securing their future, and realizing the 

nation's dreams. I assure you that we will triumph over every ill-intent with 

our good intentions. 

My dear countrymen, 

Changes in the social fabric can sometimes lead to significant 

challenges. Every citizen has been troubled by the termite of corruption. 

Corruption at all levels has shattered the common man's faith in the system. 

The anger caused by the injustice to one's abilities and potential harms the 

nation's progress. That is why I have launched a widespread war against 

corruption. I know this battle comes at a price; it costs me my reputation. 

But no reputation can be more important than the nation, and no dream of 

mine can be bigger than the nation's dreams. Hence, my fight against 

corruption will continue with complete sincerity and at a fast pace, and 

action will be taken against the corrupt. I want to create an environment of 

fear for the corrupt, so the tradition of looting the common citizen comes to 

an end. However, the biggest new challenge is not just dealing with the 

corrupt but also the high-level societal change that has emerged. This has 

become a significant challenge and a grave concern for society. We have a 

great Constitution. Can anyone imagine that some people in our own 

country are glorifying corruption? They are openly celebrating corruption. 

The attempt to sow such seeds in society, the glorification of corruption, 

and the continuous efforts to increase the acceptance of the corrupt have 

become a significant challenge for a healthy society and a matter of great 

concern. By distancing ourselves from corrupt individuals in society, we 

can create an environment where those who are corrupt will fear taking 

that path. However, if corruption is glorified, even those who are currently 

honest may begin to see it as a mark of prestige leading them to believe that 

engaging in such behavior is acceptable. 

My dear countrymen, 

I understand the concerns regarding recent events in Bangladesh, 

especially given our proximity as a neighboring country. I hope that the 

situation there soon returns to normalcy. The primary concern of our 140 

249



crore citizens is to ensure the safety of Hindus, the minorities in 

Bangladesh. Bharat has always desired that our neighboring countries 

pursue a path of contentment and peace. Our commitment to peace is 

deeply rooted in our culture. In the days to come, our positive thoughts will 

continue to accompany Bangladesh on its development journey because 

we are the people dedicated to the welfare of humanity.

My dear countrymen, 

As we mark the 75th anniversary of our Constitution, it is 

important to reflect on its pivotal role in uniting and strengthening our 

nation. Over these 75 years, the Constitution has been instrumental in 

fortifying Bharat's democracy and safeguarding the rights of our dalits, the 

oppressed, the exploited and the deprived sections of the society. As we 

celebrate 75 years of the Indian Constitution, it is crucial for citizens to focus 

on the duties enshrined in the Constitution, and when I talk about duty, I do 

not just want to put a burden on the citizens. This responsibility extends 

beyond just the citizens to the Central Government, its employees, State 

Governments, State Government employees, and every local self-

governing institution, whether it be a Panchayat, Municipalities, 

Municipal Corporations, Tehsil, or District. However, it is also essential 

that all 140 crore citizens recognise their duties. When we all fulfill our 

responsibilities collectively, we naturally become guardians of each other's 

rights. By performing our duties, we inherently protect these rights 

without needing any additional effort. I hope we will embrace this mindset 

which will not only strengthen our democracy but also enhance our 

collective strength, propelling us forward with renewed power. 

My dear countrymen, 

In our country, the Supreme Court has repeatedly addressed the 

issue of the Uniform Civil Code. Numerous orders have been issued, 

reflecting the belief of a significant portion of our population—and rightly 

so—that the current Civil Code resembles a Communal Civil Code, one 

that is discriminatory. As we celebrate 75 years of the Constitution, we 

must hold extensive discussions on this subject as the Supreme Court 

advocates for this change. And it is our collective responsibility to realize 

the vision of the framers of our Constitution. We should welcome diverse 

opinions and perspectives. Laws that divide our nation based on religion 

and foster discrimination have no place in modern society. Therefore, I 

assert that it is time for the country to demand a Secular Civil Code. After 75 

years of a Communal Civil Code, it is crucial to move towards a Secular 

Civil Code. Once this shift takes place, it will eliminate religious 

discrimination and will bridge the gap felt by ordinary citizens. 
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My dear countrymen, 

When I always talk about the concern of dynastic politics and 

casteism in the country, I believe they are causing significant harm to the 

democracy of Bharat. We need to free the country and politics from 

dynastic politics and casteism. Today, I see that the young people in front of 

me are associated with the "MY Bharat"  organization. It is written very 

well. "MY Bharat" has several missions. One of the missions is to bring one 

lakh young people into political life as representatives as soon as possible. 

Initially, we want to bring forward one lakh young people whose families 

have no political background—those whose parents, siblings, uncles, aunts 

have never been involved in politics, in any generation. We want fresh 

blood, one lakh such talented young people, whether they come into the 

panchayat, municipal corporations, district councils, state assemblies, or 

the Lok Sabha. We want new young people with no previous political 

history in their families to enter politics so that we can be freed from 

casteism and dynastic politics thereby enriching democracy. It is not 

necessary that they join a particular party; they should join whichever 

party they prefer and become representatives. The country should decide 

that if one lakh such young people whose families are far removed from 

politics enter the system in the near future, it will lead to new thinking and 

new capabilities while also enriching democracy. Therefore, we need to 

move in this direction. I would also like to say that frequent elections are 

becoming a hindrance to the country's progress, creating obstacles. Today, 

it has become easy to link any scheme with elections, because elections are 

happening somewhere in the country every three or six months. Whenever 

you announce any scheme, you see in the media that it is linked to elections. 

Every scheme is coloured by the hue of elections. Hence, there has been 

extensive discussion in the country. All political parties have expressed 

their views. A committee has prepared a very good report. The country 

needs to come forward to embrace the concept of "One Nation One 

Election". From the ramparts of the Red Fort with the Tricolor as witness, I 

urge the political parties and those who understand the Constitution of the 

country, to come forward to make the dream of "One Nation One Election" 

a reality for the progress of Bharat and the maximum utilization of its 

resources for the common people. 

My dear countrymen,

This is the golden period of Bharat. Viksit Bharat 2047 awaits us. 

This country is committed to moving forward with a firm resolution by 

overcoming obstacles, hurdles and challenges. And friends, I see clearly, 

there is no hesitation in my thoughts. There is no veil in front of my dreams. 
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I can see clearly that the blood of our ancestors is in the veins of the 140 crore 

people. If those 40 crore people could fulfill the dreams of independence, 

then 140 crore citizens can realize the dream of a prosperous Bharat. 140 

crore citizens can realize the dream of a Viksit Bharat. As I have said before, 

the country is bound to become the third-largest economy during my third 

term, and that I will work three times harder, at three times the speed and 

with three times the scale so that the dreams we have for the nation are 

realized sooner. Every moment of mine is for the nation; every second is 

dedicated to the country; every bit of my being is solely for Maa Bharati. 

Therefore, with the commitment of working 24x7 and with the vision of a 

Viksit Bharat by 2047, I call upon my fellow citizens: Let us make the 

dreams of our forefathers a resolution, connect our dreams to them and add 

our efforts to them. Let us align our aspirations and our efforts to ensure 

that the 21st century, which is destined to be the century of Bharat, becomes 

a 'Swarnim Bharat' (Golden India), and make 'Viksit Bharat' in this century 

and advance towards fulfilling those dreams. As an independent Bharat is 

reaching new milestones after 75 years of its journey, let us not leave any 

stone unturned. And I assure you that I will leave no stone unturned in the 

wake of the responsibility you have entrusted in me. I will never shy away 

from hard work. I never back down in courage; I never fear facing 

challenges. Why? Because I live for you, I live for your future, I live for the 

bright future of Mother India. Let us move forward with firm resolve under 

the shadow of the national flag, under the shadow of the Tricolour, to 

realize those dreams. Speak with me:

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Bharat Mata Ki Jai!

Vande Mataram!

Vande Mataram!

Vande Mataram!

Vande Mataram!

Jai Hind!

Jai Hind!

Jai Hind!
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